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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

RESILIENCE
& RECREATION
IN MARIPOSA
COUNTY

“It is the interaction of
human and natural resources
that defines the character of
Mariposa County.”
— Mariposa County General Plan

RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 7

INTRODUCTION
The Master Plan is a 20-year vision that sets the direction for
the County as a resiliency leader and as a great place to live and
recreate. This planning process and the resulting plan for the
system of parks, open spaces, and trails will articulate the role
of Mariposa County’s recreation infrastructure in supporting
community-wide health and resilience, and provide a strategy for
how future investments can participate in, or even lead, that effort.
Background

Like many amenity-rich, rural communities across the western
United States, Mariposa County faces significant challenges
related to chronic stressors and acute shocks. Chronic stresses
are continuous, long-term changes and pressures to people and
landscapes, such as increasing temperatures, shifts in precipitation
events, high unemployment, inefficient public transportation, lack
of affordable housing, and inadequate access to healthy food and
clean water. Acute shocks are sudden, sharp events that threaten
a community such as fire, flood, and disease outbreaks. Climate
change has been shown to increase the frequency of extreme
events and both stresses and shocks disproportionately affect the
disadvantaged segments of the community. Building resiliency at
all levels of planning can directly or indirectly impact public health,
the local economy, safety of lives and property and quality of life.
Most recreation system plans focus on active recreation and
connections to positively improve public health conditions like heart
disease, diabetes, and obesity. This Plan addresses health concerns
and endeavors to integrate resiliency into parks, trails and open
space decision-making. Recreation investments have the potential
to provide co-benefits to physical activity, active transportation
networks and address the effects of climate change, further

8 | Recreation & Resilience in Mariposa County

increasing the potential to realize a more resilient community
without incurring additional burdens on infrastructure and other
public resources.
Why This Plan?
This planning effort advances the implementation of a variety
of community objectives, especially those related to public
health, economic development, creative placemaking, landscape
restoration, and climate change adaptation. This Plan is a longrange planning tool to determine service gaps, analyze recreation
and resilience trends and identify opportunities for the County to
improve. As a visionary document, the Recreation and Resiliency
Plan and its associated process will:
• Integrate current and future expectations for inclusivity,
equity, climate change, natural disasters, and health and
wellness
• Be innovative within financial reality
• Explore new, cost-effective ways of managing facilities and
resources
• Consider innovative forms of recreation and strategies for
resilience based on community needs and trends
• Be a framework for prioritizing improvements.

How to
Use this document

The guiding themes of this document describe the
intersection of recreation and resiliency in the County
of Mariposa. These themes emerged as a product
of background research, assessment of the existing
recreation system, and stakeholder input. The
themes organize what the County aspires to achieve.
They are in alignment with the vision and they serve
as a framework for the goals, strategies and zone
recommendations contained in this plan.
Park Lands and Open Space
Recreation and Activities
Trails and Connectivity
Natural Systems
Detailed improvements for priority areas
recommend projects to ensure long-term resilience
and community wellness in Mariposa County.

Plan Process

The planning process for the Recreation and Resiliency Plan
provided substantive opportunities for the community to participate
in the planning process.
1. DESCRIBE existing recreational, cultural, and ecological
conditions.
• Steering Committee Kick-off
• Snapshot of current conditions using defensible and
analytical metrics.
• Community Forum
2. EXPRESS community preferences for parks and
recreation programs and character.
• Project ‘Office Hours’
• Stakeholder Interviews
• Steering Committee Visioning Workshop
3. IDENTIFY parks and recreation enhancements that can
achieve the community’s expressed vision.
• Steering Committee Goals and Strategies Workshop
• Community Forum
• Public Survey
4. EVALUATE the range of impacts that these enhancements
will have on our community and landscape.
• Recreation Zone Recommendations
• Priority Area Selection
5. STRATEGIZE to implement and maintain the parks and
recreation enhancements over a 20-year time horizon.
• Public draft of Recreation and Resiliency Plan

Figure 1.1: Plan Process and Framework Diagram
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MARIPOSA COUNTY PARKS,
TRAILS, AND OPEN SPACES
Abundant open space is
valued by Mariposans—
in 2020, there were
approximately 27 acres
of open space per county
resident.

Table 1.1: Park Inventory for Mariposa County
Park Type

Mini-Park

(< 3 acres)

The County has a variety of parks and open spaces
that currently provide opportunities for a range of
recreational activities. These park types range in
size from mini-parks less than 1 acre to community
parks up to 11 acres. Vast public lands under various
management and ownership expand recreation
access in the County. Publicly-owned land makes up
52 percent of the total land area in Mariposa County.
Yosemite National Park is a huge driver for regional
tourism and the local economy. The park makes up
26.4 percent of the county’s land. The United States
Forest Service manages the Sierra and Stanislaus
National Forests, which make up 16.5 percent of the
overall county. The Bureau of Land Management
manages almost 6 percent of the county’s land, and
offers activities such as off-roading, hiking, and
snowmobiling. Merced Irrigation District owns
Lake McClure, which provides boating, fishing, and
biking opportunities in the northwest part of the
county. Though these vast areas of public lands
are important, the main focus of the Recreation
and Resiliency Plan is on recreation areas within
Mariposa County’s jurisdiction.

Mariposa County Parks

Other Free Parks Open
to the Public*

Coulterville Park
Darrah Park
Hornitos Park
Mariposa Arts Park
Courthouse Lawn

1.1
1.4
0.8
0.7
1.4

NPS El Portal Park
LDPOA Gregoris Park
LDPOA Alfier Park
LDPOA Hugh Martin
Park

0.7
1.3
0.9
0.7

Total Acreage

5.4

Total Acreage

3.6

Overall acreage of mini-parks: 13.5 acres

Community
Park

(3-25 acres)

Red Cloud Park
Woodland Park
Mariposa County Park
Mariposa Athletic Fields
Cathey’s Valley Park
Midpines Park
Mariposa Creek Parkway
El Portal Park & Pool
Total Acreage

8
10
10.1
12.5
4.6
11
4.6
5.9
66.7

None

0

Total Acreage

0

Overall acreage of community parks: 66.7 acres
Regional
Park

None

0

None

0

(> 25 acres)

Total Acreage

0

Total Acreage

0

Overall acreage of regional parks: 0 acres
Conservancy

None

0

Stockton Creek Preserve

457

Total Acreage

0

Total Acreage

457

Overall acreage of conservancy: 457
* This column only includes parks open to the general public. The Lushmeadows Association operates two
private parks (Mallard Lake and Dawn Lake) that provide recreation to the HOA’s residents and their guests.
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ENGAGEMENT HIGHLIGHTS
Starting in July 2020, the
planning process publicly
launched with a community
forum to understand
residents’ interests
and needs relating to
recreation and resiliency.
To safely host engagement during the COVID-19
pandemic, all community and stakeholder
engagement took place virtually. Community
engagement events included two online community
forums featuring small groups in breakout rooms,
three stakeholder workshops, stakeholder focus
group meetings, a community Q&A session, two
online surveys, and a StoryMap webpage showcasing
project information and updates.
A shared vision and values evolved directly from
input received from the stakeholder group and the
community. Priority areas were also selected based
on stakeholder and community member feedback.

63

public
workshop
attendees*

142

online survey
responses*

45%

percent
of survey
respondents
were age
55+**

9

participants
were from

16

organizations/
departments
represented in
the stakeholder
group

different
communities in
Mariposa
County
* Countywide population is 18,293 people
** Countywide median age is 52.2
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OUR VISION
Mariposans are both welcomed outdoors and
inspired by the quality of our parks, open spaces,
trails and facilities and the resilience of our county.

Shared Values
01
Our parks, open spaces and
trails are a point of pride
for our communities: they
foster equity, diversity,
inclusivity, and they support
the common good.

02
Through our Parks we
build community, engage
our residents, and empower
ownership for the future
of a resilient system of
recreation.

03
Mariposans are respectful:
we take care of our
recreation opportunities
and deepen our connection
to the County’s landscape
through our outdoor
experiences.

Themes

01

Park Lands &
Open Space

Recreation &
Activities

Trails &
Connectivity

Natural
Systems

RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 13

Resilience Defined
Resilience is the capacity of any entity — a community, an
organization, an individual or a social or natural system
— to prepare for disruptions, to recover from shocks and
stresses, and to adapt and grow from a disruptive
experience. All planning and investments in
Mariposa County, including those related to
recreation, need to address acute and
chronic stressors.

100%

of residents
believe that
a resilient
Mariposa
County is
important.*

14 | Recreation & Resilience in Mariposa County

*Responses from a July 2020
survey, where county residents
selected either very important,
important, or somewhat important
as their answer.

		 Intersection of Recreation and Resilience
Acute Shocks & Continual Stressors
Affecting Mariposa County

Wildfires

Photo by
Charles Phillips

Community
Health &
Wellness

Climate change impacts
anticipated to broadly affect
Mariposa County can be
categorized in three ways:
Natural Environment Impacts
• Increase in temperature with long-term warming trends;
• Increase in extreme weather events including floods,
drought, and wildfire;
• Decrease in snowpack;
• Reduction in carbon storage; and
• Reduction in soil and vegetation moisture, which in turn
affects rivers, lakes, and flora and fauna.
Built Environment Impacts
• Changes to the water cycle, which will impact the water
management system;

Drought & Floods

Climate
Change & Heat

• Stresses on local stormwater and flood management
systems;
• Interruption of transportation and utilities; and

Photo by Gerano
Molina/LA Times

• Increase in wildfire and flood threats to properties.
Human Health Impacts
• Increase in heat-related illnesses and death, injuries, and
fatalities due to severe weather and catastrophic events;
• Increase in asthma and cardiovascular disease due to air
pollution; and

Pandemic

Forest Health

• Impacts to mental health due to climate degradation.

RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 15

Park Lands & Open Space
A resilient system of parks and open spaces can withstand
changing average conditions, shocks, and stresses while
continuing to provide critical services. Parks can increase
physical and social resilience by responding to changes in
a manner that minimizes risks to public health, safety,
and economic disruption, and maximizes equity and
protection of the most vulnerable so that
they survive and thrive after climaterelated events.

Who are
Mariposa
County’s
underserved
populations?

58%

of Mariposans have
access to parks and
recreational facilities,
compared to 94% of
residents statewide.

Individuals with
health risks
Low income
households
Individuals with
disabilities
Latinx community
Indigenous people

11

The number of
parks Mariposa
County manages
for its 18,293
residents.

Older Adults
People experiencing
homelessness
16 | Recreation & Resilience in Mariposa County

Lyell Canyon in Yosemite National Park

		 Intersection of Recreation and Resilience

A Network of Public Lands

Mariposa County is home to thousands of acres of public lands
that span more than half of the county’s land area. These lands are
strongly appreciated by residents who seek to preserve the area’s
scenic and rural character.
7.6% Bureau of
Land Mgmt.
0.06% Sierra
Foothill
Conservancy
0.06% Merced
Irrigation District
0.01% Mariposa
County

26.0%
18.9%
National
US
Park
Forest
Service
Service
Total percent of the county’s land owned by land manager

What are the big reasons
people don’t visit County
parks and trails more?
“They aren’t within
walking or biking
distance of home”

“They don’t
offer the desired
amenities”

“There’s a lack of
user guides for
trails”

“I don’t know what
trails are public”
“They lack shade”

“The trails have
a gap and force
users to walk
or bicycle in the
road”

“I don’t know
where to access
public trails”

How can park
design address
physical
and social
resilience?

Parks can be retrofitted
to be comfortable, and
inviting during times
of climatic imbalance.
Design can also
be incorporated to
build community and
positive activities while
deterring anti-social
behavior.

Resilient Directions
• Establish Level of Service Standards for park
access.
• Equitably distributing parks and facilities
around the county.
• Creating parks and open spaces to correspond
with the needs and desires of populations
who live in the county, especially as the
population diversifies.
• Designing parks for multiple uses that are
accessible, usable, comfortable, and inviting.
• Providing recreational experiences that
can respond to the specific needs and
preferences of aging or young residents.
• Making outdoor recreation experiences,
especially in wilderness areas, more accessible
for non-white residents.
• Ensuring that public art, signage, and other
placemaking components of recreational spaces
present equitable and inclusive depictions
of the county’s culture and heritage, and
discuss its past, present, and future from a
variety of vantage points and perspectives.
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Recreation & Activities
People are encouraged to connect with the natural world and provide for
activities that range from hiking, climbing, running, biking, and horseback
riding, to fishing, picnicking, and community events. These activities and
the supporting facilities and amenities are an integral part of how
Mariposans connect with their surrounding natural lands. When designed
with flexibility in mind, county recreation resources can adapt to support
a range of recreation and activities for all ages and abilities—
fields, parking lots, and community centers can be
key in providing public safety during
emergencies.

What actions do residents most support?
Add recreation programs for older adults (age 65+)

100.0%

Support community art (visual and performing arts)

97.0%

Increase opportunities for cultural and community events

97.0%

Add more shade (trees and or structures) in parks

97.0%

Add recreation programs for youth (ages 13-19)

96.7%

Add recreation programs for children (ages 0-12)

96.7%

Add restrooms, drinking fountains, benches, & amenities
18 | Recreation & Resilience in Mariposa County

93.8%

60.3%

support investing in
acquiring open space
and park land and
building recreation/
community centers to
increase access.

		 Intersection of Recreation and Resilience

Mariposa’s Most Visited Parks
Resilient Directions
Arts Park

Midpines Park

• Using art to showcase underrepresented
voices in the community.
• Creating flexible gathering spaces that
attract groups of diverse backgrounds
and cultures.

Cathey’s
Valley Park

Mariposa Park

Top ten outdoor activities
among residents

• Attracting visitors through cultural tourism
who might otherwise not come to Mariposa
County.
• Providing opportunities for visitors enjoying
other county attractions to lengthen their
time spent and increase dollars infused
into the county economy.
• Taking care of existing assets and addressing
funding and maintenance costs.

Photography
& Art

Playground

Camping

Beach

Backcountry
Trails

Small Group
Gatherings

Picnicking

Hiking &
Walking

Swimming

Enjoying
Nature

• Diversify types of facilities to adapt to
current and future needs of residents.
• Planning and designing recreational facilities
to be flexible enough to serve a variety of
response functions during disaster events.
• Funding a new community recreation
center for the benefit of the county.

Mariposa County has a history rooted in the outdoors, from the
indigenous people who originally inhabited the region to the
establishment of Yosemite as a National Park in 1890.
RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 19

Trails & Connectivity
Resilience is tied to more than just the environment and economics—it’s
also heavily tied to community health and is especially important following
natural disasters or public health emergencies such as COVID-19. A
major component of managing the County’s recreation portfolio is
providing diverse and meaningful opportunities for enjoyment
and recreation as well as solitude, contemplation, and
inspiration. At the same time, human impact and
stresses on the natural environment can
compromise ecological health which,
left unchecked, can lead to more
detrimental impacts to human
Top actions
wellbeing.

residents
strongly
support

Connect existing
trails (97.1%)
Provide more
walkway loops
for people
with mobility
impairments
(96.9%)
Provide greater
regional
connectivity
(94.9%)
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Merced River Trail | Bob Wick, BLM

		 Intersection of Recreation and Resilience

Intersection of Recreation and Resilience

Who are the county’s trail providers?
National Park Service

Merced Irrigation District

United States Forest Service

Sierra Foothill Conservancy

Bureau of Land Management

County of Mariposa

Resilient Directions
• Establishing trails and recreation corridors as
a secondary means of emergency ingress
or egress through Mariposa proper.
• Using a greater loop system of trails to act
as fuel breaks for wildfire management.

In an online survey of
residents,

50%

of write-in responses
regarding top priorities for
recreation and resiliency
in Mariposa County for the
next ten years related to

trails and
connectivity.
Ongoing Trails
Projects
• Merced River Trail
Master Plan
• Mariposa Creek
Parkway Master Plan

Local
Connectivity

Regional
Connectivity

Connectivity

Connectivity throughout the entire
county and within individual
communities are equally important
and should be balanced in order to
build an interconnected county.

• Planning for more people coming to visit
and live in Mariposa County in coming years
to account for increased tourism and
population growth.
• Diversify recreational offerings to combat
the seasonal local unemployment during
the off-season.
• Developing and maintaining an
interconnected system of bicycle and
pedestrian facilities.
• Connecting trails to critical locations
such as senior centers will support the
aging population and promote active
transportation.
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Natural Systems
Natural ecosystems are dynamic and continually shifting based on
influencing factors, including climate. The County and its natural systems
are closely tied to the climate. As climate change impacts increasingly
affect the Sierra Nevada region, shifts in local ecosystems will in turn
impact the way people live, the food they can grow, their health, wildlife
habitat, water availability, severity of natural hazards, and much more.
Midpines
Fish Camp

Mariposa,
El Portal,
Bootjack

Yosemite
West

Coulterville

9,000’

Catheys Valley
Don Pedro

Greeley
Hill

8,000’

Wawona,
Yosemite
Valley

7,000’

SUBALPINE
(8,500-10,500’)

UPPER MONTANE
(6,000-8,500’)

6,000’
5,000’

Hornitos

LOWER MONTANE
(3,500-6,000’)

4,000’
3,000’
2,000’
1,000’ elevation

Mariposa County is a fire-adapted ecosystem.

The communities within Mariposa County exist across a gradient of ecosystem
types and elevations, though most outside of Yosemite lie at lower elevations.
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FOOTHILLS &
CHAPARRAL
(1,000-3,500’)

		 Intersection of Recreation and Resilience

22%

of the lands
within Mariposa
County are
maintained as
agricultural
lands under
Williamson Act
contracts. These
lands play an
active role
in promoting
resiliency
through open
spaces.

281,120
acres

have burned during
wildfires in the last 20
years. That’s 30% of the
county’s land area.

Resilient Directions
• Preparing park system infrastructure for extreme
precipitation events that will exacerbate an
already highly variable climate.
• Installing new, and retrofitting existing, park and
open space landscapes for ongoing drought
conditions that are expected to persist and
worsen in association with climate change.
• Planning for rising temperatures in the
Sierra Nevada region and the coming altered
ecosystems, including flora and fauna, that
traditionally depend on specific moisture levels for
growth, reproduction, and habitat.
• Designing amenable gathering spaces with
awareness of current and forecasted changes
to climate conditions.

What are the
climate change
projections
for Mariposa
County?

Increased
Drought
Increased
Flood
Increased
Wildfire

Ferguson Fire | Jim Bartlett Team Rubicon, BLM for USFS

Increased
frequency of
Heat Waves

• Exploring new ways parks and open spaces
can mitigate fires of increasing intensity and
severity.
• Increasing tree diversity to reduce the
susceptibility to insect attack and other forest
health factors.

Decreased
Forest Health
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A PLAN FOR
RECREATION
& RESILIENCE
IN 2040
A Systemwide Plan for
Recreation and Resilience

A resilient Mariposa County is one that grows
equitably and sustainably even with the impacts of
acute or chronic stressors. Resilient planning begins
with integrating chronic stressors and acute shocks
in design, operation, and maintenance of Mariposa
County’s park, trail, and open space plans and
investments. Every decision, policy, institution, and
community member has a role to play in achieving
and maintaining a resilient community.
All identified goals and strategies of this Plan
result in health for the earth, the individual and the
community.
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Aspirations & Goals
PARK LANDS & OPEN SPACE

Trails & Connectivity

Aspirations
Our vibrant Park Lands and Open Spaces will be a top
reason Mariposans chose to live, work and play here.
We aim to design for resilience and equitably address
community park needs.

Aspirations
Our interconnected trail system will support wellness,
showcase our biodiversity and strengthen relationships
with our landscape. We aim to foster healthy living and
trail experiences that benefit emotional and physical
well-being.

Goals
1 • Advance an expanded resilient parks and open
space system that evolves with changing needs.
2• Design parks, open spaces and the elements
themselves to complement the natural
environment and promote exploration with
year-round comfort in mind.
3• Promote healthy lifestyles and equitable
access to recreation where all Mariposans feel
welcome.

Goals
1 • Create a countywide network of trails to foster
connectivity and promote safer communities in
Mariposa County.
2 • Strengthen the connection between Mariposans
and the natural environment through improved
trails.
3 • Foster discovery, use, enjoyment, and
stewardship of trails.

Recreation & Activities

Natural Systems

Aspirations
Our multi-functional and accessible indoor and outdoor
recreation opportunities will welcome a diverse
community. We aim to consistently create positive
recreation experiences for residents of all ages.

Aspirations
Our parks, open spaces, and working lands will
be capable of responding to dynamic shocks and
stressors. We aim to provide high-functioning, balanced
ecosystems.

Goals
1 • Promote recreational opportunities that build
community and deepen our connection to the
landscape.

Goals
1 • Support the continuation of Mariposa’s long
history of working lands.

2• Provide new and maintain existing facilities,
amenities, and programs to be responsive to
community preferences.
3• Amplify the diverse voices of Mariposa County
through art and cultural events and spaces that
support gatherings and civic engagement.

2 • Establish habitat conservation and native
species biodiversity as priorities in our
recreation investments.
3 • Stimulate a sense of wonder and stewardship
for Mariposa County’s natural systems through
recreational spaces and programs.
[See page 92 for full goals and strategies]
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Recreation Zone Recommendation Overview

NORTH COUNTY ZONE

Park Lands
& Open Space
1• Increase awareness of opportunities

for recreation at the area’s reservoirs
through creation of a map and
promoting access points.

2• Evaluate a suitable location and

develop a disc golf course.

Trails &
Connectivity
1• Increase awareness of trails by

mapping and promoting publicly
accessible trails.

2• Increase miles of multi-use trails for

pedestrians and cyclists.

3• Expand upon existing mountain

biking trail locations in the Buck
Meadows and Lake McClure areas.

4• Create trail connectivity in

Coulterville by creating a shared-use
trail along Maxwell Creek.

Recreation
& Activities

WEST COUNTY ZONE

Park Lands
& Open Space

1• Upgrade facilities at Red Cloud Park

1• Investigate potential to expand access

2• Increase visibility of recreational

2• Work with partners to strategically

to accommodate overnight camping.
offerings at Don Pedro’s parks
through signage.

for recreation on open rangelands.

acquire valuable lands and increase
the amount of protected lands.

3• Enhance Coulterville Park with
amenities like picnic areas, naturethemed playground improvements,
and trail connections to nearby
proposed trails.

to enhance habitat restoration and
protection on existing parks and
open spaces.

3• Make the first responders online

mapping and address resources
available to all residents.

2• Identify/clarify parking areas for

Hornitos Park; consider shared parking
opportunities.

4• Maintain the ability of the fairgrounds

to be an evacuation center, plan
infrastructure to host incident
command units during wildfire events.

5• Find additional revenue generating

sources for the fairgrounds in addition
to camping and event facilities.

Trails & Connectivity
1• Promote a bicycle touring loop with

widened shoulders for cyclists
between Cathey’s Valley, Hornitos,
Bear Valley, and Mariposa.

2• Promote a network of equestrian

trails and routes though mapping and
improve parking at trailheads for horse
trailers.

3• Explore opportunities and strategic

partnerships to align existing and
future conservation easements on
agricultural lands with recreational
uses such as trails.
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fairgrounds with the addition of an
equestrian center and related yearround activities.

with renovated equipment, shade,
and accessible paths. Consider
opportunities to integrate innovative
play opportunities.

1• Generate seed money to support

2• Coordinate with local land managers

1• Support multiple use of the

3• Enhance Cathey’s Valley Park

Natural
Systems
the formation of an interpretive
program and nonprofit foundation for
development at Bower Cave.

Recreation
& Activities

Natural Systems
1• Support efforts that conserve

Williamson Act lands.

2• Pursue partnerships with private,

public and/or non-profit organizations
to protect and expand significant
ecological systems that support
habitat and greater access for
recreation in the outdoors.

3• Adapt the old Fremont School in

Hornitos to support outdoor education
and recreation programming.

CENTRAL COUNTY ZONE
Park Lands &
Open Space

1• Identify opportunities to establish

a larger regional park from a series
of parks that can connect the heart
of Mariposa to greenways which
provides multiple benefits.

2• Acquire and develop neighborhood

parks in smaller communities.

Recreation
& Activities

1 • Expand access to indoor recreational

spaces for residents of all ages and
co-locate activities such as senior
recreation programs, vocational
training, art programs, and teaching.

2• Expand Woodland Park into a

complete active recreation site with
amenities like sports fields, pump
track, and playground improvements.

3• Plan a civic plaza/park in conjunction

with future development surrounding
the Mariposa Courthouse.

4• Develop a community park to serve

the residents in Ponderosa Basin.

• Designate safe bicycle routes in
1
community centers.

Recreation
& Activities

1• Develop mini parks to serve the

residents of Wawona, Yosemite
West, and Fish Camp.

2

• Develop a mini-park/tourist wayside
in Yosemite South.

3• Promote awareness of events, park

access, and recreation opportunities
for Mariposa County residents.

recreational programming for the park/
tourist rest area near the Mariposa
Museum and History Center.

Trails &
Connectivity

recreation by developing bocce
ball courts, pickleball courts, and
accessible trails.

Natural Systems

• Reintroduce cultural burning to restore
1
critical outdoor recreation areas, such
as the Mariposa Creek corridor.

Natural
Systems

1• Implement the Merced River

1• Formalize memorandums

2• Expand trails to connect Yosemite,

2• Ensure that the Merced River Trail

Trail to establish an appropriate
non-motorized connection in the
watershed.

• Build Bear Creek Trail with
connections to Midpines Park and
Mariposa Creek Parkway; create a
trailhead at Midpines Park.

2

• Complete land acquisitions for the
Mariposa Creek Parkway.

3• Create a regional nature center at the

3• Identify and designate a trail route to

• Enhance connectivity within town
4
centers with more sidewalks on state
highways and county-owned right
of way to access destinations and
existing trails.

• Increase educational installations that
4
build appreciation for the geological,
biological, and human connections
here now and over time.

4• Work with US Forest Service and

2

3

• Implement ecology-based programs
at the Hites Cove Trail, including
programming related to newts and
wildflowers.

5

• Develop signage and commission
installations to support appreciation,
education, and use of natural areas.
Mariposa County Middle School.

in El Portal with maintenance of
existing facilities—tennis courts,
pool, tot lot, soccer field—and
development of additional facilities at
El Portal Park and Pool.
near Fish Camp.

4• Continue cooperative work on

5• Increase opportunities for senior

1• Revitalize a “recreational campus”

2• Designate additional snow play areas

for regular maintenance of facilities.

trail access at Midpines Park.

Trails & Connectivity

Park Lands
& Open Space

3• Increase access to restrooms and plan

5• Expand park facilities, amenities, and
6• Encourage the Lushmeadows
Association’s efforts to increase
community-based recreation on an
appropriate site in the subdivision.

YOSEMITE ZONE

Lake McClure, Mariposa, and
beyond.

of understanding with NPS
about collaborative interpretive
opportunities.
does not have a negative impact
on natural systems in the Yosemite
Zone.

Wawona by using existing dirt roads
and improving roads where needed.
local trail advocates to enhance the
trailhead and parking at South Fork
Trail and refurbish the trail.

[See page 102 for full Recreation Zone Recommendations]
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Recreation zone Recommendations
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P

T

T

Source: Mariposa County, California
Protected Areas Database 2018, National
Park Service, US Forest Service
* Due to active natural processes and lack
of maintenance, the trails displayed here
may be in poor condition or inaccessible.

Priority Areas for Improvements

Countywide
Trail
Network
The proposed comprehensive trail
network specifies critical community
connections. The system includes a
network of natural surface trails, paved
shared-use trails, and designated road
bike cycling connections between key
locations.

[See page 114]

Mariposa
Community
Recreation
Center

Integrating
Wildfire Planning
& Practices into
Recreation

The proposed recreation and
community center project is a primarily
indoor, year-round center in Mariposa,
built with co-benefits in mind to enable
the area to quickly respond to natural
hazards. A recreation center has been
a priority project for the County since
the completion of the 2007 Mariposa
Regional Recreation Complex Master
Plan.

Recreation goals often align with the
goals of the County’s wildfire risk
reduction projects on open spaces,
parks, and trails. This priority project
empowers recreation decision-makers
in the County to consider wildfire in
planning efforts and recreation site
design, increase awareness of best
practices, and increase synergy by
layering funding from multiple sources.

[See page 124]

[See page 134]
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01
PARTNERSHIPS
& PLANNING
CONTEXT

“Preparing for a changing
climate requires accounting
for different future
conditions. However,
building resilience is not
just about planning for a
different future. Planning
itself must change. To that
end, building resilience has
two important components:
planning for a different and
changing future; and Making
planning, operationalization,
and implementation decisions
differently.”
— Planning and Investing for a resilient
California
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THE COUNTY AT A GLANCE
Mariposa County is a rural
county set in the western
slope of the Sierra Nevada.
The county’s ecosystems
range from rolling,
lower-elevation foothills
to rugged alpine peaks
reaching 12,000 feet.
The area includes a large portion of Yosemite
National Park and the operational areas that serve
the park, including the communities of El Portal,
Yosemite West, and Wawona. The entire county is
vast—1,463 square miles—and one of the least densely
populated counties in the state. Uniquely, the county
has no incorporated towns or cities, so the County
government is the sole governing body.

Demographic Changes

In 2020, the county’s population was 18,293 residents
according to estimates from the Environmental
Systems Research Institute (ESRI). Over the next
20 years, demographic trends evolving today will
change the pressures on the Parks and Recreation
Division. The county’s population is projected to
decrease by 14 percent between 2020 and 2040.1
This trending decline should be monitored as
2020 has shifted location preferences nationwide.
1

State of California Department of Finance
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For example, trends of high housing costs and
housing shortages in California’s coastal regions
and the population shift to suburban and rural
areas related to COVID-19 may alter the projected
population decrease. Future demographics are key to
understanding the potential impacts to the county’s
recreation needs.
Visitation also plays a pivotal role in the local services
and businesses within the county. Many local
business would not survive based solely on spending
by local residents. 2 The seasonality of hospitality
jobs, which make up the largest employment sector,
means that Mariposa County has above average
unemployment during the off-season from November
to April. 3 Many of these seasonal employees seek
work elsewhere after the peak season ends.

2

Mariposa County Economic Vitality Strategy, 2017

3

Mariposa County Economic Vitality Strategy, 2017

Historic and Projected Population in Mariposa
County (1980-2040)
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Figure 1.2: Historic and projected population for Mariposa County (1980-2040)
Source: Demographic Research Unit, California Department of Finance
Note: Population projections may change in light of recent significant trends and events

3,500

Number of Residents

3,000

Resilience in the
State of California
In 2017, the Technical Advisory Council (TAC)
for California’s Integrated Climate Adaptation
and Resiliency Program (ICARP) developed a
vision statement to express the characteristics
of a resilient California, as well as principles
that guide how adaptation actions should
be implemented to achieve this vision. With
assistance from the TAC, the Governor’s Office
of Planning and Research also developed
the document “Planning and Investing for a
Resilient California: A Guidebook for State
Agencies” (2018) to prepare the state for
climate-related events. The definition of
resilience for Mariposa County aligns with the
definition and intended outcomes set forth by
the state.

2,500

Localized considerations for a
resilient Mariposa County are
found in Chapter 2: Resilience
Defined
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Themes of resilient Mariposa
County are discussed in
Chapter 3: Intersection of
Recreation and Resilience

Figure 1.3: Population estimates by age for Mariposa County (2020)
Source: Demographic Research Unit, California Department of Finance, January 2020
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Population Density

Source: 2010 US Census Data, Mariposa County
Note: Actual conditions may have changed and were
not yet incorporated into the mapping system. Data
shown represents population density by US Census
Block Groups.

Median Age

LEGEND

Source: 2020 ESRI data, Mariposa County

People per Square Mile

Note: Actual conditions may have changed and were
not yet incorporated into the mapping system. Data
shown represents median population age by US
Census Block Groups.

≤ 20
≤ 40
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LEGEND

52.2

countywide median age

Percent Hispanic or Latino Origin

Source: 2020 ESRI data, Mariposa County
Note: Actual conditions may have changed and were
not yet incorporated into the mapping system. Data
shown represents estimates of the Hispanic origin
population by US Census Block Groups. Hispanic origin
refers to ethnicity, not race, and is defined by selfidentification.

Percent of Households Below the Poverty Line

LEGEND

Source: 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-year
estimate, Mariposa County
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Note: Actual conditions may have changed and were not
yet incorporated into the mapping system. Data shown
represents the number of households below the poverty
level by US Census Block Group. Poverty level is determined
by comparing total family income with the poverty threshold
appropriate for the family size/composition.
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PLANNING CONTEXT
County Values
Mariposa County’s vision, mission, and
values define the best version the county
can achieve, how to reach that vision, and
how the county will do business along the
way.

Collaboration
We partner in our community and
lead in our state.

Integrity

County Vision
Mariposa County is a thriving, scenic,
historic and culturally vibrant rural
community where residents, businesses
and visitors enjoy opportunity, security,
engagement, prosperity and wellness.

We do what is moral, ethical, legal,
honest, fair, equitable and humane.

Sustainability
We meet the needs of the present
without compromising future
generations.

Transparency

County Mission

We are open, accountable and
accessible to the public.

To improve the quality of life in Mariposa
County through active community
engagement and the efficient delivery of
outstanding public services.

Excellence
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We are effective, efficient, equitable
and citizen-focused with a focus on
constant improvement.

Issues of importance
to Mariposa County:
Agricultural, Forest, Water, and
Mineral Resources

County Character

County Heritage

Economic Environment

Growth and Development

Housing

Natural Environment

Public and Community Services

Recreational Opportunities

Public Lands

Social Environment
RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 37

Planning Framework

The role of the Parks and Recreation Division staff
within the County’s Public Works Department is
to support park, trails and open space projects
that demonstrate clear public value, protect public
interest and provide public access to desired, needed
and well-designed facilities. The system of recreation
is one system with numerous recreation partners.
Municipalities
Mariposa County has no incorporated towns or
cities within its boundaries; as a result, the County
government serves at both a regional scale and local
scale. The County is the sole provider of recreational
opportunities that are typically provided by local
jurisdictions, with the aid of select local private
recreation providers such as the Fair Board and
Sierra Foothill Conservancy. The County’s tax base
is small given the small population and lack of
incorporated cities.

The Merced River Canyon | AllTrails
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Adjacent Landowners
The County coordinates recreation opportunities
across county boundaries, notably within the Lake
Don Pedro Town Planning Areas subdivision which
crosses Mariposa and Tuolumne Counties. The Sierra
National Forest, Stanislaus National Forest, and
Yosemite National Park are all federal public lands
within the county that also continue outside county
boundaries. Mariposa County is also bordered by
Merced County, Madera County, Stanislaus County,
and Tuolumne County.
Private Land Ownership
47.3 percent of land within the county is under
private ownership. Of that land, a large portion
is used for agricultural grazing and timberland
preservation.
Approximately 22 percent of land in Mariposa
County—primarily in the western region—is in
contract under the California
Land Conservation Act of
1965, or the Williamson Act.
On these lands, the local
government contracts with
private landowners to restrict
specific parcels to commercial
agricultural uses to prevent
premature urban development
in the near term. The contracts
are voluntary agreements
and grant local governments
conservation easements
to maintain the land for
agricultural and open space for
a 20-year period. The contracts
automatically renew annually
unless the landowner files for a
non-renewal.

foothills

lower montane

Sierra

The landscape types of Mariposa County’s public lands

In the northern part of the county, the Lake Don
Pedro Property Owners Association (LDPOA)
provides local recreation opportunities for the
subdivision’s residents and the public. These local
parks, amenities, and trails are coordinated across
the county line and into Tuolumne County. The
Lushmeadows Association also provides recreation
opportunities at two private park sites for its
residents.
Public Lands
A majority of the land within Mariposa County—51
percent—is under federal ownership. The three
largest federal land managers within the county
are the National Park Service, the United States
Forest Service, and the United States Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). The Merced Irrigation District,
State of California, Mariposa County, Mariposa
Public Utility District, Mariposa County Unified
School District, and other federal agencies also own

public land within the county. The vast quantity of
public land within the county leads regional tourism
a huge driving force for the economy.
County Partners
Partnerships were key in the development of this
plan and in providing recreational facilities and
services in the county. In addition to the County
government, utility districts, schools, public agencies,
non-governmental organizations, and homeowners
associations provide park and trail facilities and
programming. Some of the specific groups that were
engaged throughout the process were the Mariposa
County Arts Council, Sierra Foothill Conservancy,
Mariposa County Public Health, Yosemite Mariposa
County Tourism Bureau, and Mariposa County
Chamber of Commerce.
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RELEVANT PLANS &
RECOMMENDATIONS
In order for this Plan
to build upon previous
planning efforts and align
with their goals, relevant
plans were reviewed at the
beginning of the planning
process.
Related goals were derived from each and a summary
of the key takeaways can be found in the following
section. Full summaries of each document can be
found in the Appendix. The plans and documents that
were reviewed are listed below:
• Yosemite General Management Plan (1980)
• Mariposa County Parks and Recreation
Master Plan (1990, unadopted)
• Mariposa County General Plan (2006)
• Mariposa County Bicycle and Pedestrian
Transportation Plan (2011)
• Mariposa Countywide Community Wildland
Fire Protection Plan (2012)
• Merced Wild and Scenic River Management
Plan (2014)
• Mariposa Community and Municipal
Operations 2010 Baseline Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Inventories (2014)
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• Mariposa County Energy Action Plan (2015)
• Mariposa County Climate Change and
Health Profile Report (2017)
• Mariposa County Economic Vitality Strategy
(2017)
• Mariposa County Community Health
Assessment (2018)
• Community Planning Assistance for Wildfire
Final Recommendations for Mariposa
County (2019)
• Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit 2019
Strategic Fire Plan (2019)
• Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan (2019)
• Yosemite National Park Annual Fire
Management Plan (2019)

Plans at a Glance
Mariposa County
General Plan
The 2006 General Plan acts
as a “business plan” for
the county by providing
insights into planning
issues and guiding
principles.
The Mariposa County General Plan is a legal
document that provides an overall framework
for development of the county and protection of
its natural and cultural resources. The lifespan
of the County General Plan is 20 years; the
current Plan is set to expire in 2026. General
Plan policies provide a guide for development
and decision-making in all areas of the county,
unless otherwise addressed in the Area Plans
for designated planning areas. This Plan builds
from and aligns with the General Plan’s goals
and policies. Relevant to the Recreation and
Resiliency Plan, the General Plan addresses
conservation, open space, local recreation,
regional tourism, land use, and arts and culture.

Mariposa
County Parks
& Recreation
Master Plan
Though never officially
adopted, the 1990 Parks and
Recreation Master Plan for
the County offers a good
starting point for this
Plan.
The Plan broke the county into six “recreation
benefit districts” based on the 19 planning areas
established by the County Planning Department,
physical proximity, and related community
character. The Plan developed a recreation
standard of 10 acres of park per 1,000 residents
in a majority of the county to qualitatively
measure how recreational opportunities can
be equitably distributed throughout the county.
The recommendations in the Plan range from
the county-scale—such as to expand program
offerings—to specific goals at the districtscale—such as developing a 20-acre community
park in the town of Hornitos. Many of the goals
within the plan are potentially still relevant today.

RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 41

The following projects and programs are underway
and were reviewed and referenced as work
progressed and information was made available:
• Mariposa County Community Wildfire
Protection Plan (CWPP)
• Mariposa County Creative Placemaking
Master Plan
• Merced River Trail Master Plan
• Sustainable Agricultural Lands
Conservation Program

main topic throughout the General Plan, Bicycle and
Pedestrian Transportation Plan, the Mariposa Creek
Parkway Master Plan, and the Merced River Trail
Master Plan.
Many of the reviewed plans
recognize the importance of
having recreational opportunities
that benefit all members of the
community and provide safe ways to
recreate outdoors.

• TerraCount scenario planning

Summary of Key Takeaways

The plans had several recurring topic areas relating
the 2020 Recreation and Resiliency Plan:
• Connectivity
• Recreation
• Programming and education
• Arts and culture
• Natural environment
• Climate change resilience
• Community, partnerships, and funding

Connectivity
Two key topics that appeared in five different plans
were the goals to create a continuous regional trail
network and to develop trails for different user
groups, whether that be children, adults, people with
disabilities, or the elderly. This includes both natural
surface trails for different users such as mountain
bicyclers, hikers, and equestrians, as well as paved
shared-use paths to connect communities. Various
plans including the County Bicycle and Pedestrian
Transportation Plan and the Merced Wild and Scenic
River Management Plan encouraged a multi-modal
transportation system connected to sidewalks and
bicycle networks. Increasing public access to trails,
communities, and other points of interest was a
42 | Partnerships & Planning Context

Recreation
A shared goal among five different plans is to provide
recreational opportunities for all ages, from both
a community health perspective and a recreation
perspective. Many of the reviewed plans recognize
the importance of having recreational opportunities
that benefit all members of the community and
provide safe ways to recreate outdoors. Goals
to create specific recreational elements such as
signage, site furnishings, shade, and camping
opportunities were also identified throughout the
Parks and Recreation Master Plan, the Bicycle and
Pedestrian Transportation Plan, and the Mariposa
Creek Parkway Master Plan. The County General
Plan acknowledged that local recreation and regional

The recent Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan will extend the
existing Class 1 path to the north and south | Russ Cary
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1

1
2

2
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1
1

Marketing

1

1

2

Arts & Culture

x
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2

Culture

1

1

Natural Environment

x

x

Policy & Regulations

2

Conservation & Preservation

4

1

3

Restoration

1

2

1

x

x

x

1

1

x

x

x

1

1

1

1

x

x

x

1

Climate Change Resilience

x

Mitigation & Adaptation
Preparedness

x
1

1

1

1

1

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

2

1

2

2

1

2

3

3

1

2

2

2

Public Health
Community, Partnerships, & Funding

x

County Energy
Action Plan

3

1

County
Economic
Vitality Strategy

3

2

Merced Wild &
Scenic River
Mgmt Plan

Bicycling
Public Transportation

Trails

Yosemite
General
Management
Plan

2

x

Merced River
Trail Master
Plan

4

x

Creative
Placemaking
Master Plan

Mariposa Creek
Parkway Master
Plan

3

x

Climate Change
& Health Profile
Report

x

County
Community
Health
Assessment

x

County Parks
& Rec. Master
Plan

x

Connectivity

County General
Plan

Bicycle & Ped.
Transportation
Plan

Table 1.2: Plan Review Summary Matrix (Abridged)

1
x

Community Engagement

x

x

2
x

1

Partnerships

3

1

Funding & Revenue

1

1

x

x

1
2

5
1

x

x

x

2

1

1
2

3

1

Note: Numbers correspond to the number of goals within a plan relating to a certain theme. For example, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan had three goals relating to trails.
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tourism in Mariposa County are intertwined in
many ways, and the County General Plan, Yosemite
General Management Plan, Merced Wild and Scenic
River Management Plan, and the Economic Vitality
Strategy discussed goals to preserve and enhance
regional tourism opportunities, while providing
the local community with the necessary amenities
and facilities. The Merced River was a focus point of
discussion and several plans had goals to incorporate
visitor facilities and river access along the waterway.
Programming and Education
The reviewed plans stressed the importance of having
parks with active programming as counterpoints
to the thousands of acres of public lands within
the county with little or no programming. Other
goals included increasing the effectiveness of
existing County programs and facilities to create a
balanced recreation system. Mariposa County has
a population that is increasingly diverse, and both
the County General Plan and previous Parks and
Recreation Master Plan stress the need for offering
a range of recreation opportunities that meet the
population’s diverse needs. Relating to natural
systems resilience, several plans supported education
relating to wildfire. This includes ways to use fire
to tell the story of the Southern Sierra Miwuk and
to promote public understanding of living in a fireadapted ecosystem, while also improving resiliency
by reducing future fire intensity and decreasing flood
risk through the removal of noxious weeds.

“Mariposa has the opportunity
to become ‘The Recreation County
of California’, capitalizing on
its scenic beauty and proximity
to both established recreational
attractions and population
centers.”
-1990 Parks & Recreation Master Plan
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Midpines Park

Arts and Culture
The Parks and Recreation Master Plan and the
Yosemite General Management Plan have goals to
leverage recreation areas to increase interpretation
at cultural and natural sites. The more recent
Mariposa Creek Parkway and Creative Placemaking
Master Plans have goals to use art and design to
promote Mariposa County’s rich and rural economy.
The County has an overarching goal within its
General Plan to position the County as a catalyst
for the arts and many of the goals of more recent
planning documents align with this. Three of the
plans pushed for promotion of Native American
cultural traditions.
Natural Environment
The natural environment was largely a focus for
the County General Plan, the Parks and Recreation
Master Plan, the Mariposa Creek Parkway Master
Plan, and documents relating to Yosemite National
Park. The goals relating to the natural environment
were broad and varied. The overarching goal that
tied all these plans together was to “find a balance
between preservation and recreational development.”
Another key aspect were restoration-related goals,
including removal of invasive species, minimizing
and removing development in flood-prone areas, and
restoring native plant communities.

Climate Change Resilience
Climate change and public health are linked and
goals relating to climate change resilience were
included in the Mariposa Creek Parkway Master
Plan, the Climate Change and Health Profile Report
for Mariposa County, and the four wildfire planning
documents. Overall, the documents sought to restore
ecosystems to promote resilience during flood and
fire events and to promote community resilience to
climate change. Of notable importance, fuel breaks
and fire roads were outlined as tools to protect
communities and improve access to fire suppression,
while also serving as recreation infrastructure.
Community empowerment, engagement, and
education are also important in reducing
vulnerability to the residents of Mariposa County.
Community, Partnerships, and Funding
Funding, partnerships, and the greater community
were central to almost all the plans that were
reviewed. Many of the plans had the goal to
coordinate with other agencies to capitalize
on various opportunities specified within their
respective plans. This is tied to Mariposa County’s
unique position with a large percentage of county
land area being under public ownership and absence
of incorporated urban areas. Key partners that
were mentioned included the United States Forest
Service, Bureau of Land Management, National Park
Service, American Indian Council, Mariposa Arts
Council, local emergency services providers, and fire
agencies. The County General Plan, the Mariposa
Creek Parkway Master Plan, and the Merced River
Trail Master Plan have goals of working with the
community to use community preferences to guide
decision-making and planning efforts. Identifying
funding sources for recreation was also a central goal
for the County General Plan, Parks and Recreation
Master Plan, and the Bicycle and Pedestrian
Transportation Plan.

how does

this plan fit in?
As stressors of climate
change and shocks
of natural hazards
undermine the health,
safety, and vibrancy,
all social systems must
contribute to achieve
resilient communities.
Mariposa County Recreation and Resiliency Plan
not only supports development and maintenance
of parks and recreation amenities but also
applies a resiliency framework to align decisions
with wider climate change adaptation and risk
reduction objectives. Extensive community input
led to strategies that leverage parks, trails, and
open space to achieve adaptation and mitigation
outcomes, like reducing the risk of wildfire and
supporting disaster response activities.
This 20-year plan builds from the related planning
efforts and sets a direction for this rural Sierra
Nevada County to establish itself as a resiliency
leader and great place to recreate. In focus will
be the ‘how’: how this County will address
the intersection of recreation and resilience;
how its system of recreation confronts climate
change impacts; and, how health and economic
development in the County is promoted.
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RECREATION ZONES
Given the size, population
distribution, and land ownership
in the county, parks planning is
addressed by Recreation Zone
to better analyze how parks
and recreation facilities are
allocated to county residents.
The boundaries of the four Recreation Zones used in this Plan
were defined based on the recreation benefit districts from the
1990 Parks and Recreation Master Plan, the County’s Board
of Supervisor districts, census block groups, and the County’s
community planning area boundaries. The following questions
were asked to determine which areas of the county should be
included as one zone:
• Would residents from one community typically travel
to another for recreation opportunities? [For example,
would people from Coulterville drive to Cathey’s Valley
to recreate?]
• Are there differences in landscape types and land
uses that influence the types of recreation offered?
[For example, the landscape in the western part of
the county is predominantly rolling grasslands with
agricultural operations; the landscape of the eastern
portion of the county is characterized by jagged granite
peaks and steep river valleys.]
• Is there a barrier separating the area from other parts
of the county? [For example, the Merced River Canyon
is a natural barrier separating North County from the
rest of the county.]
• What is the population density in the area? [For
example, the area surrounding Mariposa is home
to most of the County’s residents, making it more
conducive to traditional recreation opportunities.]
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The Recreation Zones
North County Zone
The North County Zone contains the communities of Coulterville,
Greeley Hill, Don Pedro, and Buck Meadows. This region is
geographically separated from the rest of the county by the
Merced River Canyon and Lake Don Pedro. Residents in this
area may recreate at non-county recreation facilities, including
Merced Irrigation District properties (Lake McClure and Lake
Don Pedro), at LDPOA properties, and in Tuolumne County.
West County Zone
The West County Zone encompasses many of the county’s
agricultural lands under Williamson Act contracts. This region
is associated with working lands and rolling grasslands. The
zone is home to Catheys Valley, Hornitos, Bear Valley and Mount
Bullion.
Central County Zone
The Central County Zone has the highest population density of
the county, containing the communities of Mariposa, Midpines,
Bootjack, Woodland, Lushmeadows, Ponderosa Basin, and
Jerseydale. The zone also contains US Forest Service trailheads
that are accessible from this region. In alignment with the
population base of the county, a majority of the active park areas
are within the Central County Zone.
Yosemite Zone
The Yosemite Zone contains the communities that are associated
with the National Park—El Portal, Foresta, Yosemite Valley,
Yosemite West, Wawona, and Fish Camp. The Zone contains
many existing recreation opportunities, such as trails and
campgrounds, which are managed by the National Park Service.
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02

RESILIENCE
DEFINED

“All Californians thrive
in the face of a changing
climate. Leading with
innovation, California meets
the challenge of climate
change by taking bold actions
to protect our economy,
our quality of life, and
all people. The state’s most
vulnerable communities are
prioritized in these actions.
Working across all levels
of government, the state is
prepared for both gradual
changes and extreme events.
Climate change adaptation
and mitigation is standard
practice in government and
business throughout the state.
California meets these goals
with urgency, while achieving
the following long-term
outcomes.”
— ICARP Vision statement
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CHRONIC STRESSORS
& Acute Shocks
Resilience is the capacity
of individuals, communities,
institutions, businesses, and
systems within a geographic
boundary to survive, adapt,
and grow in the face of
chronic stresses and acute
shocks they experience.
Chronic stresses can include high unemployment,
inefficient public transportation, lack of affordable
housing, and inadequate access to healthy food
and clean water. Acute shocks are sudden, sharp
events that threaten a community such as fire, flood,
and disease outbreaks. It is equally important to
recognize the reciprocal relationship between acute
shocks and chronic stresses, as one can severely
impact a community’s adaptive capacity relative to
the other. For example, an event like the COVID-19
pandemic, which began as an acute shock, can lead to
chronic stresses, such as long-term unemployment in
one of the county’s largest employment sectors.
With Yosemite National Park drawing more
than four million visitors a year and other vast
recreation opportunities located in the Sierra, the
accommodations and food service sectors employs 32
percent of the county’s residents.
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Transient Occupancy Taxes (TOT), collected from
lodging services, comprise 53 percent of the county’s
general revenue sources. If the natural systems
and environment that drive economic activities are
compromised, the social fabric and economic vitality
of the county will suffer. Headwaters Economics, a
natural resource think tank based in Montana, has
found that natural resource economies that rely
heavily on tourism and recreation have a slower
recovery period after economic recessions than their
more diversified counterparts.

Climate Change

Climate scientists have demonstrated that the
earth’s climate is changing. The Governor’s Office
of Planning and Research states: this is not just an
issue for the future. California is experiencing the
effects of climate change now through an increase
in the frequency and severity of extreme events

and their associated significant costs
to the government, Californians, and
natural resources.1 Climate change
refers to the long-term and irrevocable
shift in weather-related patterns, either
regionally or globally. 2 The planet is
starting to experience shifts in climate
patterns and increased frequency of
extreme weather events at both the global
and local levels. Over the next century,
increasing atmospheric greenhouse gas
concentrations are expected to cause
a variety of changes to local climate
conditions, including sea level rise and
storm surge in coastal areas, reduced
mountain snowpack, increased riverine
flooding, and more frequent, higher
temperatures (leading to extreme heat
events and wildfires) particularly in
inland areas, decreasing air quality, and
extended periods of drought.
Climate change impacts that are anticipated to
continue broadly affecting Mariposa County can be
categorized in three ways: the natural environment,
built environment, and human health. 3
Natural Environment Impacts
• Increase in temperature with long-term
warming trends;
• Increase in extreme weather events
including floods, drought, and wildfire;
• Decrease in snowpack;
• Reduction in carbon storage; and
• Reduction in soil and vegetation moisture,
which in turn affects rivers, lakes, and flora
and fauna.
1

Planning and Investing for a Resilient California, 2018

2

Mariposa County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2015

3

Mariposa County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2015

Detwiler Fire in Hunters Valley, July 2017

Built Environment Impacts
• Changes to the water cycle, which will impact
the water management system;
• Stresses on local stormwater and flood
management systems;
• Interruption of transportation and utilities; and
• Increase in wildfire and flood threats to
properties.
Human Health Impacts
• Increase in heat-related illnesses and death,
injuries, and fatalities due to severe weather and
catastrophic events;
• Increase in asthma and cardiovascular disease
due to air pollution; and
• Impacts to mental health due to climate
degradation.
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Flooding along Mariposa Creek in March 2018

Flooding and Drought

Mariposa County lies within three hydrologic basins
on the western side of the Sierra Nevada as defined by
the United States Geological Survey (USGS). These
include the Merced River, Chowchilla/Fresno, and
a cluster of streams known as the Lower Mariposa
group of streams. Due to the steep terrain, hazards
from flooding are relatively low in the county.
However, localized flooding occurs in areas of low
elevation and in areas where stream channels are
not well defined. Flood risk also heightens when
stormwater capacity is decreased, such as in areas
that have invasive species in water treatment
drainages and infrastructure. Snowmelt run-off and
heavier-than-usual rains increase the possibilities
of flooding in these areas and fast-moving, highly
destructive debris flows. Looking ahead, estimates of
Mariposa’s average annual precipitation are projected
to vary anywhere from 0 to 12 percent by 2070-2099.
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California has a highly
variable climate which has
wet and dry periods that
can span years; extreme
precipitation events
(such as deluges and
droughts) are forecasted
to exacerbate this
condition. For example,
drought conditions are
likely to occur in Mariposa
County every decade
and ongoing drought
conditions are expected
to persist and worsen in
association with climate
change. This condition
will likely have drastic
effects on agriculture and
the economy. By end of the
century, an increase in warmer temperatures and
greater precipitation variability will influence change
to the region’s historical Fire regime (extending
seasons and increasing ignition susceptibility of
fuels), ecosystems and biodiversity, water resources
(including water supplies), air quality, public health,
and electricity demand.4
The precipitation mix is expected to shift the freezing
level as temperatures in the Sierra Nevada region
rise.5 The snow elevation line, where rain turns to
snow, is expected to be around 6,000 feet, which is
1,500 to 3,000 feet lower than the 2020 elevation
and can result in a snowpack loss of 60 percent.
This change in where snowpack occurs will alter
existing ecosystems, including flora and fauna, that
traditionally depended on specific moisture levels for
growth, reproduction, and habitat.6
4

Mariposa County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2015

5

Mariposa County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2015

6

Mariposa County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2015
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1,148
577

0

Year

Figure 1.4: Acres burned (excluding prescribed burns) within Mariposa County, 2001-2018
(Source: Cal Fire and US Forest Service Fire and Resource Assessment Program [FRAP])

threatened by major wildland fires within the past twenty years.
The town of Mariposa itself has burned down several times
since 1854. Like other fire-adapted communities in the West, the
County has implemented a number of projects to restore fire as
a natural disturbance process to increase ecological resiliency
and community safety largely through prescribed fires.
Debris flows are one of the most dangerous post-fire hazards.
After fires, the risk of floods and landslides increases due to
vegetation loss and resulting exposed soil. Cases of sudden
and deadly debris flow are well documented throughout the
western United States. These flows pose a risk to life and
property because they can occur with little warning, can exert
great impulsive loads on objects in their path, and may strip
vegetation, block drainage ways, and damage infrastructure.7
Landslides have the ability to affect access to and within
recreation areas. Along Highway 140 into Yosemite, a 798,000ton landslide buried a portion of the highway west of El Portal
in 2006; 14 years later the debris flow still buries the highway.

The 2018 Ferguson Fire
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The natural fire regime within a majority of
Mariposa County is that of frequent fires. In many
areas, particularly the settled areas of the county,
this natural regime has been significantly altered
by human and forest health impacts—such as
insect outbreak, drought-induced tree mortality,
development, historical forest management practices,
and pathogens—contributing to more frequent
wildfires of higher intensity and severity near
human development. The threat of wildfire to human
development and life is a significant and frequent
concern within the county. Fire records show that
every community in Mariposa County has been

120000

Area Burned (acres)

Wildfires play a critical role in the health of the
county’s ecosystems and vegetation types. Mariposa
County encompasses fire-dependent and fire-adapted
ecosystems and species and understanding this
is necessary in evaluating the risk of wildfires to
Mariposa County’s communities. Mariposa County
maintains a Community Wildfire Protection Plan
that is designed to comprehensively assess wildfire
risk and implement effective strategies for resilient
landscapes, fire-adapted communities, and improved
response and suppression.

7

United States Geologic Survey

98,642

Wildfires

Y

2008
OLIVER
FIRE

i

Other Fire Facility

Road

w
Cho

TUOL

R iv
er

F

Y
T
N
Y

U

T

O
C

N
U

Y
T
Y

N
T

U

N

O

U

C

O

A

C

R

er

F resn

o River

illa Ri ve r

ch

Railroads

A

2020 CREEK
FIRE

M
Ch

Owens
Reservoir
Mariposa
Reservoir

Evacuation Facility
140

2017
RAILROAD
FIRE

E

Bear
Reservoir

Fire Station

t
Ea h
ow

O

t F ork
v
We ch il l a R
ow
Ch

Fire Boundaries

s

r

l

N

Bootjack

Fish
Camp

S

2004 OLD
HIGHWAY
FIRE

Catheys
Valley

County Boundaries

59

Mariposa

R

LEGEND

Mt.
Bullion

S out
er
c
h For k M er ed R i v

F

2012
GAINES
FIRE

2017 SOUTH
FORK FIRE

D

Hornitos

Wawona

A

ed

R iver

TY

Me r c

2007 JACK
FIRE

2013
CARSTENS
Midpines FIRE

Bear
Valley

TY

UN

UN

CO

CO

TY

Y
NT

2016
LAKES
FIRE

M

D

ED

OU

A

CE

RC

C

UN

OS

ER

IP

ME

CO

Lake
McClure

2019
BRICEBURG
FIRE

i dd
owc l e F o rk
h illa ver
Ri

M

AR

SL

S
AU

2017
DETWILER
FIRE

2017
EMPIRE
FIRE

2018
FERGUSON
FIRE

E

2008
TELEGRAPH
FIRE

El
Portal Yosemite
West

2004
MEADOW
FIRE

O

Don Pedro

2011
AVALANCHE
FIRE

ll o rk Me r ce d
Lye

S

140

2009 GROUSE
FIRE

C

2011 MOTOR
FIRE

Yosemite
Valley

O

2014 EL
PORTAL FIRE

Y

132

Merce d R i v er

A

Coulterville

Y

ve

r

49

IP

T

R

Don Pedro
Reservoir

R

T

N

2014
MEADOW
FIRE

E

N

U

Fo
il a r k
R i ve

U

O

2009 BIG
MEADOW FIRE

R

O

C

Ri

s

E

d
M r e

E

C

o

D

S

N

158

2012
CASCADE
FIRE

A

U

Greeley
Hill

2001 CREEK
FIRE

n

c

A

M

m
Tuolu

M

L

U

2011
TAMARACK
FIRE

Ch

IS

L

rk

O

U

hF

U

CO

M

N

NE

e

A

AR

IP
N
OS
Buck
TY
A
MeadowsC O U N T Y

Tenaya
Lake

2014 DARK
HOLE FIRE
r
or k ive
F
h
Sout
eR

N or

T

UM

D

M

OL

A

TU

MONO COUNT Y

2003
WHISKEY FIRE

120

ST

NTY
UMNE COU

2013 RIM FIRE

C

A

E

M

N

M

M

M

NI

O

LU

c

TU

T

T

S

N

120

N

A

U

U

R

O

O

E

L

V

C

WILDFIRE HISTORY (2001-2020) & FIRE FACILITIES

Y

t

A

108

Waterbodies
H. V.
Eastman
Lake

Waterways
0

2

4

41

8 miles
UNTY
MERCED CO

UNT

Y

ADERA CO
Source: Cal Fire and USFS FRAP, CaliforniaMDepartment
of Forestry and Fire Protection, Mariposa Countywide Community Wildland Protection Plan, Mariposa County

168

RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 55
233

Forest Health

bark beetle, and other stresses have led to massive
tree die-offs. These problems affect county economies
and budgets as land managers struggle to manage
the problem and tourism suffers. 2 In 2014, the State
of California proclaimed a Forest Health State of
Emergency due in large part to the elevated levels
of bark beetle or wood borer activity. As of 2017,
more than 47 percent of the millions of dead trees
on federal, state, and private lands across California
were in the Sequoia, Stanislaus, and Sierra National
Forests. Stanislaus and Sierra National Forest lands
make up much of Mariposa County.

1

Extended drought conditions in recent years have
left trees weakened and with a higher susceptibility
to beetle attacks, which in turn results in high tree
mortality rates and more fuel loading in forests.
Higher fuel loads result in increased fire intensity
(measured in heat output or flame length) and
severity (typically measured in burn depth or fuel
consumption). This may negatively impact forest
habitats that provide food, shelter, and breeding
grounds for a variety of birds, amphibians, and
mammals. Proactive forest management for habitat
restoration, biodiversity, and climate-adaptive
vegetation is key in preserving forests and meadows
that serve as habitats for sensitive animal species.

Mariposa County presents a large range of
ecosystems and vegetation types—including
grasslands, shrub-steppe, and alpine—all of which
are valuable in creating a biodiverse landscape. One
issue of importance that affects Mariposa County’s
ecosystems is forest health. Forest health generally
describes the condition of a forest in terms of either
the ability to meet human needs or its ability to
remain resilient in sustaining desirable ecological
conditions.1 California is facing the worst epidemic
of tree mortality in modern history due to drought,
USDA; T. E. Kolb; M. R. Wagner; W. W. Covington (1995)

WHAT RESIDENTS THINK:
Top 10 Chronic Stressors and Acute
Shocks Facing Mariposa County
1. Natural events such as flood, drought, and
wildfires
2. Tree mortality
3. Overuse and overtourism
4. Bicyclist and pedestrian safety on roads

2

California State Association of Counties

5. Finances for repairs/maintenance
6. Climate change
7. Lack of economic diversity
8.High unemployment
9. Extreme heat events
10. Accessibility and ADA compliance
Source: Community Forum, July 16th, 2020
Dying pine trees in Mariposa County caused by drought and bark beetle
infestation | Image by Amy Quinton/Capital Public Radio
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equate to recreation access. For example, the National Park Service (NPS) owns
26.4 percent of the county’s land. This public resource plays a role in the county’s
system of open space and recreation, but it does not meet the needs for park
access for many county residents. Not only does access require an entry fee, but
the national park is also highly used by tourists from around the world and is
located in the eastern-most portion of the county, almost 30 miles from Mariposa,
where most residents live.
Rates of physical inactivity, are higher than the statewide average. In 2018,
Mariposa County conducted a Community Health Assessment to paint a picture
of the county’s health status. According to the assessment, people have steadily
become more active since 2004, though there is still opportunity for improvement.
Connecting people to the outdoors is key to inspiring stewards of natural places.
Health and wellness risk factors that Mariposans experience include:
• Obesity: In Mariposa County, 25 percent of adults are classified as obese
and 56.4 percent are classified as overweight. Sedentary lifestyles affect
community health and wellbeing and reduce the connections to nature.
• Asthma: County residents experience higher than average rates of
asthma. Air particulate pollution ranks about the same as the state
average, though this does not factor in time periods during and after
wildfires.
• Poverty: Poverty undermines health in a multitude of ways, influencing
whether someone has access to healthy food, access to healthcare,
and the likelihood of experiencing homelessness. Racial and ethnic
disparities also exist—with ethnic minority groups experiencing the
highest poverty rates.1

Dynamic messaging sign along Highway 140 in August 2020

• Cognitive or physical disability: According to the Mariposa County
Community Health Assessment, 18 percent of residents 5 and older
had a cognitive or physical disability in 2012, illustrating the need for
inclusivity, equity, and universally accessible park design.

Community Health and
Wellness

Outdoor recreation is shown time and again to
be beneficial for an individual’s overall health.
Californians are some of the healthiest and most
active people in the U.S., partly due to the diverse
outdoor recreation opportunities from the mountains
to the coast. Many Mariposans choose to live in
the county for its natural setting. The abundance
of natural and open spaces in the county certainly
encourages healthy, active lifestyles, but the acreage
of public lands in the county does not necessarily
58 | Resilience Defined

• Physical inactivity: Nationwide, children are spending more time in
front of screens and less time experiencing nature. Today’s children
are spending an average of just seven minutes per day of unstructured
activity in the outdoors. 2
• Chronic disease: The compounding effects such as limited walkability to
recreation opportunities, high poverty rates, and limited access to fresh,
healthy foods, make people more susceptible to chronic diseases such as
diabetes, heart disease, and obesity.
1

American Psychological Association

2

Center for Disease Control and the National Recreation and Park Association

Tourism and Economy

Tourism is the third largest industry in the United
States and the leading industry in Mariposa County.
Much of the county’s tourism follows seasonal
patterns, peaking in the summer months and dipping
in the winter. Any impact to tourism also impacts
the greater economy of Mariposa County, as was
seen in impacts from the 2018 Ferguson Fire and the
resulting closure of Yosemite National Park, which
resulted in an estimated local revenue decline of up
to 75 percent.

this vision are outlined in the 2017 Mariposa County
Economic Vitality Strategy.
As the world experiences a shift to remote work due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, people are able to work
remotely from their homes in Mariposa County while
having great connection to the outdoors. This shift
may result in a continued increase in new businesses
and residents moving to the region.

As the summer tourism season lengthens due to
factors such as population growth, tourism increase,
and climate change, there is a need for Mariposa
County to diversify its tourism and economic strategy
in order to keep the workforce employed and promote
the county not just as a gateway to Yosemite, but as a
destination in its own right. Action items to achieve

Traffic congestion en route to the Highway 140 entrance into Yosemite
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A RESILIENT MARIPOSA COUNTY
Resilience + Recreation
Resilience is the capacity of any entity – a community, an organization,
an individual or a social or natural system – to prepare for disruptions, to
recover from shocks and stresses, and to adapt and grow from a disruptive
experience. All planning and investments in Mariposa County, including
those related to recreation, need to address acute and chronic stressors.
The vision for a resilient Mariposa County is one
that grows equitably and sustainably even with
the impacts of acute or chronic stressors. This will
require social learning, an investment in community
building and social safety nets, and economic
diversification with an emphasis on high-wage jobs
and affordable housing development. Every decision,
policy, institution, and community member has a
role to play in achieving and maintaining a resilient
community. The goal of this planning process and the
resulting 20-year plan for our system of parks, open
spaces, and trails is to articulate the role of Mariposa
County’s recreation infrastructure in supporting
community-wide resilience, and provide a strategy
for how future investments can participate in, or even
lead, that effort.
Widespread stressors across Mariposa County can
push systems toward novel conditions and require
forward thinking solutions. Disruptions are projected
to occur across a long horizon, and some experiences
(such as increased heat waves) may accelerate toward
the end of the century. As a result, mitigation and
adaptation strategies should recognize there is no
60 | Resilience Defined

short-term endpoint by which resilience is achieved,
rather this is a continuum of adaptive strategies that
are informed by research, science, and monitoring.

In a resilient Mariposa County:
Natural systems can adjust and maintain
functioning ecosystems in the face of change;
Built infrastructure systems can withstand
changing conditions and shocks, including
changes in climate conditions, while continuing
to provide critical services; and
People, communities, and social systems
can respond to changing average conditions,
shocks, and stresses in a manner that
minimizes risks to public health, safety, and
economic disruption; and maximizes equity and
protection of the most vulnerable so that they
do not simply survive climate-related and other
disruptive events, but thrive despite and after
these events.

Meadow Fire in Yosemite in 2014 | Peter B James
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“Both the County’s character
and economy fundamentally
depend on the land—air,
water, soil, and physical and
ecological processes that
together sustain the County’s
human, plant, and animal
communities. Therefore, land
stewardship is the basis of
conservation and
development...stewardship is
the watchword for land use
and protection.”
— Mariposa County General Plan
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THEMES OF RESILIENT RECREATION
Resilient planning includes
integrating chronic
stressors and acute shocks
in design, operation, and
maintenance of Mariposa
County’s parks, trails,
and open space plans and
investments.
Four themes of resilient recreation were identified
to account for interactions across scales and to
approach decisions in a systemic manner. For each
theme, current conditions were researched and
discussed with the community; big picture trends
facing each theme are recognized; and the resulting
strategies developed that support the County in
recreation-related planning and investment decisions
for a resilient future.

The four themes of resilient recreation in
Mariposa County are:
Park Lands &
Open Space

Trails &
Connectivity

WHAT RESIDENTS THINK:

Opportunities for integrating
resiliency strategies with recreation
• Incorporate fuel treatments into open space
management to reduce areas of hazardous
vegetation near park facilities and neighborhoods
• Create active transportation opportunities
• Integrate traditional ecological management
strategies
• Maintain resilient watersheds with habitat
restoration and hydrology management
• Integrate green infrastructure into recreation
infrastructure
• Expand outdoor recreation areas so the
community can flex during unprecedented times
(such as the current pandemic)
• Provide good quality outdoor spaces locally to
create community resilience
• Integrate evacuation centers with recreation
areas
• Reshape the focus of tourism in the county to
create economic resilience

Recreation
& Activities

Natural
Systems

64 | Intersection of Resilience & Recreation

Source: Community Forum, July 16th, 2020

Park Lands & Open Space
Resilience + Park Lands and Open Space
A resilient system of parks and opens spaces can withstand changing
average conditions, shocks, and stresses while continuing to provide
critical services. Parks can increase physical and social resilience
by responding to changes in a manner that minimizes risks to public
health, safety, and economic disruption, and maximizes equity and
protection of the most vulnerable so that they survive and thrive after
climate-related events.
Abundant open space is valued by Mariposans—in
2020, there were approximately 27 acres of open
space per county resident. It is difficult to describe
park lands and open spaces in our County without
acknowledging the vast public lands under various
management and ownership. Publicly-owned
land makes up 52 percent of the total land area in
Mariposa County. These lands include Yosemite
National Park, the Sierra and Stanislaus National
Forests, and Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
holdings. The National Park Service (NPS) alone
owns 26.4 percent of the county’s land, while national
forests constitute about 16.5 percent, and the BLM
owns and manages 5.8 percent. The remaining 3.3
percent of publicly held land is owned by the State of
California, Mariposa County, Mariposa Public Utility
District, Mariposa County Unified School District,
and other federal agencies. Of the privately-owned
land, a significant portion is under a Williamson Act
contract.

Resilience efforts within the county necessitate
coordination with the land managers of the
surrounding open spaces and recreation program
providers in the county. Planning and investments to
support resilient parks and open spaces can be undertaken by individuals, neighborhoods, organizations,
and multiple sectors of the County’s government.

The Merced River in El Portal
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Table 1.3: Park Classifications for Mariposa County
Park Type

Mini-Park

Community
Park

Purpose

Communityfocused or tourist
wayside

Communityfocused, varying
degree of tourist
amenities
depending on
location relative
to tourist areas

Size

<3
acres

3-25
acres

Regional
Park

Recreational
opportunities for
the entire county
and the touring
public

> 25
acres

Conservancy

Protection and
management
of cultural and
natural resources

—

Typical
Amenities

Picnic tables,
bbq, small
playground,
may have
restroom

Community
center, play
fields, active,
organized
recreation
+ passive
recreation,
site specific
features

Unique
development
of unique
sites

Trails,
trailheads

County Parks
Park Name

Other Free Public Parks
Acres

Park Name

Acres

Coulterville Park
Darrah Park
Hornitos Park
Mariposa Arts Park
Courthouse Lawn

1.1
1.4
0.8
0.7
1.4

NPS El Portal Park
LDPOA Gregoris Park
LDPOA Alfier Park
LDPOA Hugh Martin
Park

0.7
1.3
0.9
0.7

Total

5.4

Total

3.6

Red Cloud Park
Woodland Park
Mariposa County Park
Mariposa Athletic Fields
Cathey’s Valley Park
Midpines Park
Mariposa Creek Parkway
El Portal Park & Pool
Total

8
10
10.1
12.5
4.6
11
4.6
5.9

None

0

Total

0

Total
acreage

9 acres

66.7
acres

66.7

None

0

None

0

Total

0

Total

0

None

0

Stockton Creek Preserve

457

Total

0

Total

457

0 acres

457
acres
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Level of Service

The purpose of the level of service (LOS) analysis is to benchmark
how well the existing Mariposa County park system is meeting
the needs of county residents. Mariposa County is divided into
Recreation zones to better analyze park and recreation facility
allocation at a more local scale. See Chapter 1: Partnerships and
Planning Context for more detail on the Recreation zones for
Mariposa County and how they were defined.
Level of service is quantified as a ratio comparing the number
of acres of parks and open space the current system provides to
the county’s population. Recreation best practices recommends
establishing service levels based on specific community and county
needs and can vary based on culture, demographics, density,
and development patterns. The 1990 Mariposa County Parks

In 1990, there was an average of 4 acres
of active park lands per 1,000 residents.
In 2020, there are 4.3 acres per 1,000
residents. When including both parks and
open spaces, the number increases to 27.2
acres of public lands per county resident.

and Recreation Master Plan adjusted service levels to reflect the
county’s rural character. This plan maintains the service levels set
in the 1990 Master Plan as described below.
Most of the county (North
County, Central County, and West
County Zones)

10 acres of parks per
1,000 residents

Zones dominated by public
recreational land (Yosemite Zone)

3 acres of parks per
1,000 residents

Similar to the 1990 Master Plan, this study acknowledges that
the role the County plays providing parks is different than other
counties and jurisdictions. Most other counties in California rely
on cities and Recreation zones to own and maintain active parks
and facilities. Mariposa has no incorporated cities or town and
is the primary provider of active parks. In order to meet resident
needs while not significantly increasing maintenance requirements,
this plan recommends meeting service levels by partnering with
schools, focusing on increasing community and regional parks in
community areas like Mariposa, and by developing greenways and
linear park trail systems and including that recreation acreage
within the service level calculations.

Table 1.4: Current and Recommended Levels of Service
Park Acreage

North County

3,264

9.05

14.61

4.5 acres per 1,000
residents

Enhance and expand existing community
parks; Develop trails/greenways as linear
parks; Partner with schools

Yosemite

1,862

5.9

6.6

3.5 acres per 1,000
residents

Level of service met
Develop recreation center; Enhance
and expand existing community parks;
Develop trails/greenways as linear parks;
Partner with schools
Develop trails/greenways as linear parks;
Partner with school

(only county
parks)

Park Acreage

Acres per
Population

2020
Population

Zone

(all free,
public parks)

(all free public parks)

Central
County

9,791

51.73

51.73

5.3 acres per 1,000
residents

West County

3,376

5.39

5.39

1.6 acres per 1,000
residents
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RECOMMENDATION TO MEET SERVICE
LEVEL STANDARDS

Key Considerations
Access
Abundant access to parks, trails, open space, and affordable
recreation opportunities supports a healthy community. Mariposa
County faces many of the same access challenges that rural
counties throughout the country face—most rank low for park
access since systems often serve dispersed populations across
large areas. Cities and counties with higher densities typically
define park access as living within a half mile of a park or 3 miles
from a recreational facility. However, Mariposa County is rural and
dispersed with large lots and agricultural lands. It is not practical
to meet the standard metric for walkability to parks. As such, the
level of service standard for Mariposa County has been modified
to address to the county’s dispersed development patterns, small
population size, and funding realities.
Access considerations and metrics are summarized below.
• Centrally locate one community park (minimum 3 acre
size) per every 1,300 to 2,000 residents. Increase size of
park in relationship to number of residents served when
possible to avoid having a large number of small parks
with only a few facilities. The goal is a small number of
centrally located parks that are of adequate size to provide
the needed recreation facilities for the surrounding
number of residents. Greenways should be used to link
parks when possible.
• Site the community parks in areas of high residential
density and/or near other community-serving facilities (i.e.
locate parks close to where high numbers of people live).
• Connect parks to residential areas, schools, and
commercial areas through a greenway system of shareduse paths, sidewalks, and bike lanes.
Social Connections, Equity, and Inclusivity
Park systems contribute to a sense of wellbeing, more developed
social connections, and offer equitable enjoyment of the outdoors
to people from all socio-economic backgrounds. Equitable and
inclusive systems leverage resources (such as power, time, and
money) and assets (social, cultural, and physical) to continuously
reduce and eliminate systemic barriers to access, focusing on
underserved and historically overlooked or excluded populations.

The extent to which recreation infrastructure engages vulnerable
populations is an important trait of a resilient park system. This
includes both programming and designing parks, trails, and open
spaces to be supportive of a range of activities that are inclusive
and reflective of a wide variety of interests, traditions, and abilities.
Identifying vulnerable populations allows the County to remove
barriers so all people have equal access to parks and recreation
opportunities. These groups are intersectional, meaning they are
not mutually exclusive, and individuals can belong to some or all
of these groups. An overview of some of vulnerable populations in
Mariposa County is listed below.
• Racial and ethnic minorities: Mariposa County is
disproportionately white when compared to the rest of the
state. 12.2 percent of the county population identifies as
Hispanic or Latino origin, however the Latinx population
within the county is expected to nearly double in the next
50 years making the county’s population more diverse
than it is currently. In addition, Mariposa County has a
small indigenous population comprising 3 percent of the
population. A study by the county in 2017 found that the
Native American population was over-represented among
the county’s homeless population.
• Older adults: A disproportionately high percentage of the
population is over age 65. In Mariposa County 27 percent
of residents are over 65, whereas the State of California
records only 14 percent.

“We have found that when park system
plans are grounded in equity and inclusion,
they can drive greater improvements in
health and social wellbeing and can
protect and help communities more easily
recover from environmental, social and
economic challenges.”
-National Recreation and Parks Association
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• People with disabilities: Disability status among residents
is much higher than the state average, perhaps correlating
with the county’s higher-than-average elderly population.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has found
that almost half of adults with disabilities get no aerobic
physical activity. Together these two factors call to the
need for accessibility of outdoor spaces and specialized
programming.
• Low-income people: Low-income communities are census
tracts with median household incomes at or below 80
percent of the statewide median income or with median
household incomes at or below the threshold designated
as low income by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s State Income Limits. The median income
in Mariposa County is $51,385, lower than the statewide
median income of $67,169. Median income is an indicator

in the county’s economic vitality and residents’ ability to
afford basic needs.
• People experiencing homelessness: In a survey from 2017,
55 people in Mariposa County experience homelessness,
which is more than can be accommodated by the County’s
emergency shelters and transitional housing facilities.1
Reasons that perpetuate this issue include little production
of new housing, the conversion of existing homes into
vacation rentals, and the destruction of homes in wildfires.
Physical Design
Using parks and recreation investments to address physical and
social resilience can help strengthen community spaces and
even support the County’s climate change adaptation objectives.
Research shows that the physical characteristics of a space affect
how frequently and how widely it is used and promote feeling safe
1
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Park

Mariposa County Community Health Assessment, 2018

and secure. The Citizens’ Task Force on the Use and
Security of Central Park in New York City found that
there was a direct relationship between the level of
park use and the perception of security. Generally, the
larger the number of visitors engaging in positive
activities, the more likely that anti-social behavior
was deterred. This sentiment is echoed by the National
Recreation and Park Association, which states that,
“Keeping park and recreation facilities safe is a key to
community wellness and has a direct relationship to
their usage rate.”
Important community building characteristics of
parks include:

WHAT RESIDENTS THINK:
most important needs relating
to parks, trails, open spaces, &
recreation

• Balance trails access with traditional parks and
recreation
• Creating accessible outdoor areas and trails
		

Safe Routes to School

• Inclusive and welcoming;

		ADA standards

• sustainable;

• Create nearby trails for multiple users (hikers,
mountain bicyclers, equestrians)

• beautiful;
• sensitive to context;
• timeless; and
• maintainable.
New parks can be designed and existing parks can
be retrofitted to be usable, comfortable, and inviting
during times of climatic imbalance, such as extreme
heat, drought, and flooding. Design considerations
include:
• using materials with high solar reflectivity
to create cooler pavement temperatures;
• providing ample opportunities for shade;

• Increasing equitable distribution of and
access to trails and recreation opportunities
throughout the entire county
• Improve access to recreation areas via public
transportation or active transportation methods
• Propose changes that maximize the benefits of
the existing open space
• Providing safe, active transportation to schools
and parks
• Additional funding for maintenance

• providing indoor and/or covered recreation
opportunities;

• Safer opportunities for runners and road
cyclists

• creating spaces that are flexible and able to
adapt over time;

• Resolve parking issues at recreation areas

• increasing access via public transportation
or active transportation; and
• improving flood adaptation and mitigation
strategies.

• Increase park and open space access within
community areas
Source: Community Forum, July 16th, 2020
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Recreation and Activities
Resilience + Recreation and Activities
People are encouraged to connect with the natural world and provide
for activities that range from hiking, climbing, running, biking, and
horseback riding, to fishing, picnicking, and community events. These
activities and the supporting facilities and amenities are an integral
part of how Mariposans connect with their surrounding natural lands.
When designed with flexibility in mind, County recreation resources
can adapt to support a range of recreation and activities for all ages
and abilities—fields, parking lots, and community centers can be key in
providing public safety during emergencies.
Recreation is typically organized into two
classifications—passive recreation and active
recreation. Passive parks often include large
acreages of open space and are designed for activities
such as hiking, horseback riding, mountain biking,
picnicking, and occasionally camping. Active
recreation is associated with more developed parks
and facilities such as athletic fields, playgrounds, and
swimming pools.
The County is the main provider of active recreation
activities such as organized sports, community
centers, and senior centers, though the Lake Don
Pedro Owners Association and the National Park
Service provide active recreation and facilities in
El Portal and Don Pedro. Many of the recreation
resources provided by other agencies in the county
provide passive recreation such as hiking trails,
seating areas, camping, and boating.
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To support the types and levels of activity on County
parks and open spaces, County staff maintains a
range of facilities, trails, and amenities. County
facilities include swimming pools, a meeting room,
and community halls. Available amenities range from
larger gathering areas to picnic tables, restrooms,
and group shelters to more basic facilities in more
rural areas. Some of these are also rentable. Many of
the facilities and amenities are concentrated within
the town of Mariposa.
Visitation to the County’s system of parks and open
spaces and surrounding lands is growing. There has
been a recent increase in day visitors coming to the
county, not just to visit Yosemite National Park which
attracted 4.4 million recreational visits in 2019,
according to the NPS visitor use statistics. Popular
activities in the county include fishing, boating,
hunting, hiking, mountain biking, camping, and agri-

nature tourism; the County has a goal to accommodate increasing visitation while
maintaining local resource quality.
Yosemite visitation peaks in the summer: July and August are the months with
highest visitation with an average 32 percent of visitors coming during the twomonth period.1 High visitation in the summer season is often extended from June
to September, which sees an average 58 percent of visitors, especially when the
Park’s operation is impacted by late summer and autumn wildfires. Summer 2020
visitation to Yosemite was significantly impacted by COVID-19 and the Creek Fire;
the public was provided park access under compliance with health guidelines
which implemented a temporary day-use reservation system. Later in the summer,
the park closed entirely due to hazardous air quality from the nearby wildfire.

Key Considerations
Community Recreation Center
The Mariposa County Community Health Assessment (2017-18) identified a need
for recreational opportunities for people of all ages. This assessment supports the
establishment of a mixed-use regional recreational complex in a central location.
The site could include an aquatic center and a mixed-use community center in
addition to meeting spaces, a daycare center with extended options, a climbing
wall, a multi-use gym, and a game room. This recreation complex could also serve
as a community resilience center in the event of a wildfire or power outage if fitted
with filtered HVAC systems, high-speed broadband, and backup power sources.
The siting of the recreation center can also provide community connectivity and
trail connections.
Arts and Culture
One way to build social capital and support the community fabric is through
art and cultural events. The recent Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan
incorporates local indigenous tradition in the design of the linear park, allowing
for members of the Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation to harvest traditional utility
plants. This Plan also includes cultural prescribed burns in partnership with
the Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation (SSMN), Mariposa County, Sierra Foothill
Conservancy, and Mariposa County Arts Council to leverage the benefits of
traditional ecological knowledge for responding to contemporary landscape
restoration and management objectives. Currently, the SSMN hosts cultural and
religious practices in Yosemite National Park and other areas within the region
that hold religious significance to the tribe. 2

1

National Park Service Visitor Use Statistics

2

Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan, 2019

CASE STUDY:

Community Connection Through
Trails in Sierra Buttes

Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship is an organization
based in Quincy, California in the northern
Sierra with the goal of creating a sustainable
recreation economy through singletrack multipleuse trails. The organization runs a Connected
Communities Program which has the goal of
linking 15 communities across four economically
disadvantaged counties (Sierra, Plumas, Lassen,
and Butte County), with approximately 300 miles
of new trails. The effort requires collaboration
between federal land managers, regional
government, local businesses, and citizens.
The organization is working to restore jobs in
the region and currently employs 37 people.
Connected Communities is also identifying areas
within each community where high-quality trail
access would create benefits for residents,
businesses and visitors. Trails would connect
to the heart of each community and bring in
visitors, accommodations, and services, as
well as enabling residents to easily access
their local public lands without the use of a
vehicle.
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Summer concert at the Mariposa Arts Park

Public art and design are opportunities for expressing community
identity and to promote shared values and sense of place. They are
also a valuable way to showcase underrepresented voices in the
community and the County has goal to increase public displays
of artwork to enhance community character. 3 There is a need for
additional spaces for arts and cultural activities to take place so
artists can perform, create, and display their works and people
of diverse cultures can gather to celebrate their traditions. An
exemplary feature of the current park system is the Arts Park
in central Mariposa, which has an amphitheater that is used to
host events such as weekly summer concerts. Colonial cultural
landscapes are another focus of cultural interpretation within
the county due to the county’s history in the Gold Rush. The
surrounding public lands feature abundant historic sites and
artifacts, including train cars from the Yosemite Valley Railroad,
historic gold mines, historic settlements, and California State
Park’s State Mining and Mineral Museum.
3

Mariposa County General Plan Arts and Culture Element, 2006

74 | Intersection of Resilience & Recreation

Facility Baselines and Recommendations
Mariposa’s parks primarily provide traditional recreation facilities
such as fields, courts, pools, and playgrounds. The Arts Park and
Fairgrounds offer special opportunities for community gathering,
music, and events. Overall, the range of amenities meet the basic
needs for recreation, but there are significant opportunities for
improvement.
The table on the following two pages summarizes the inventory and
assessment of the main categories of recreation facilities offered
in the county. Information regarding trends, community demands,
metrics, and condition of the amenities guided the development of
recommendations. Opportunities exist to improve maintenance of
existing facilities, diversify the types of play elements, consider
new trends in recreation, and increase the size of fields and pools to
current standards for regulation play and training.

Table 1.5: Facility Baselines and Recommendations
Facility Type

Basketball court
(outdoor)

Number of Existing
Facilities
3 half-sized courts + 1
full size court

Tennis court

6

Volleyball court

1

Diamond fields
(baseball & softball)

Multi-Use field
(football & soccer)

2 lit baseball
0 softball

3 shared fields
1 football field at the
fairgrounds

Notes from survey or site
assessments
•

70% of survey respondents support &
strongly supported building additional
basketball courts

•

Need significant maintenance and
repair

•

Metric comparison shows need for
additional courts

•

69% of survey respondents support &
strongly supported additional field
Fields are not regulation size

•

•

•

•
Skate park

1

Multi-recreation court

0

Recreation center
(including gymnasium)

•

0

73% of survey respondents support &
strongly supported building multipurpose/rectangular fields
Fields are not regulation size and have
drainage issues

69% of survey respondents support
& strongly supported building skate
parks
Facility is geared to experienced
skaters

•

Metric comparison shows need for
additional courts

•

88% of survey respondents support
& strongly supported building a rec
center

Recommendation

•

1 additional outdoor basketball court.

•

Repair and replace existing and track
pickleball trends for need to add courts.

•

1-2 additional courts based on demand.

•

Enhance fields to bring them up to
regulation size, increase maintenance
and address drainage issues.

•

1 additional regulation-sized multipurpose field with lights, ideally
located near Mariposa High School and
address maintenance of existing fields.
Incorporate regulation-sized track.
Track trends and research prior to
considering developing more fields for
tournaments.

•
•

•

Consider adding additional beginner
facilities to diversify (low priority as
existing facility is adequate).

•

Consider 1-2 new courts based on
demand.

•

Construct a recreation center and
gymnasium facility in a centralized,
walkable location in Mariposa.
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Facility Type

Swimming pool
(outdoor)

Number of Existing
Facilities

3

Notes from survey or site
assessments

•

•
Bike park/pump track

0

•

•
Rock Climbing &
Bouldering

0

•
Playgrounds

8

•

Recommendation
•

Develop a schedule to replace and
upgrade pools; Increase size and
include at least one pool that can be
used for competition (regulation size).

•

Provide a bike park with pump track as
part of recreation center complex.
Evaluate the potential for a bike park/
mountain bike oriented trails in the
Central County Recreation Zone.
Scale and type of bike facilities can
vary, but often include pump tracks,
skills zone features, jumps, dual slalom
courses, and flow, slope style, downhill,
and multi-use trails.

Facilities are undersized and aged

71% of survey respondents support &
strongly supported building a bike
park
Trends show increased demand and
can provide skills development for
outdoor recreation in surrounding
public lands

Trends show increased demand for
climbing facilities and bouldering
elements for indoor and outdoor
recreation facilities and can provide
skills development for outdoor
recreation in surrounding public lands

Traditional equipment provided at
parks
Variety of offerings is limited and
range of age types served is limited

•

•

•

Provide new facilities as part of
recreation center complex and consider
incorporating into other parks to
diversify playground amenities.

•

Consider varying equipment and
providing for multiple age ranges when
existing equipment reaches its lifespan
(average 10-15 years).
Incorporate bouldering and adventure
play elements.
Provide new playground in El Portal.

•
•

•

Dog park

0
•
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Access to open spaces and rural
character reduce demand but trends
show new residents moving from other
locations may have an expectation for
facilities
79% of survey respondents support &
strongly supported providing more offleash dog park

•
•

Track trends and consider allocating
area for off-leash dogs at a facility.
Evaluate opportunities to address
demand through promoting trail
use and dog training for appropriate
behavior along trails.

Trails and Connectivity
Resilience + Trails and Connectivity
Resilience is tied to more than just the environment and
economics—it’s also heavily tied to community health and is
especially important following natural disasters or public
health emergencies. A major component of managing the County’s
recreation portfolio is providing diverse and meaningful
opportunities for enjoyment and recreation as well as solitude,
contemplation, and inspiration. At the same time, human activity
and use stressors can compromise ecological health and lead to
more detrimental impacts to human wellbeing.
Mariposa County seeks to facilitate opportunities
for people to connect with nature through a large
network of trails and AWD roads that traverse a
diverse range of landscapes. Most existing trails
lie within the eastern half of the county on National
Forest, BLM, and NPS land, which is also the portion
of the county with the fewest residents. The County
and its partners have made strides to increase
trail access—for example, Yosemite Area Regional
Transportation System (YARTS) offers free fares
into Yosemite via Highway 140 for county residents1.
In many cases, though, the driving time to access
trails is still too long from residential communities
and generally does not directly provide day-to-day
recreation for residents. The following are three ways
that the County can work to increase trail access and
connectivity for its residents:

• Planning for more people coming to visit
and live in Mariposa County in coming
years. Recreation planning needs to account
for increased tourism and population
growth.
• Diversifying recreational offerings to
combat the seasonal local unemployment
during the off-season. Mariposa County’s
economy is highly concentrated and
dependent upon seasonal tourism.
• Developing and maintaining an
interconnected system of bicycle and
pedestrian facilities. The Mariposa County
Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation
Plan has a goal of increasing the number of
persons in Mariposa County who bicycle and
walk for both utilitarian and recreational
purposes.

1 https://yarts.com/news/yarts-reduced-free-fares-mariposa-mercedcounty-residents/
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Key Considerations

CASE STUDY:

Economic Impact of Trails in
Whitefish, Montana

Headwaters Economics conducted a study of the
Whitefish Trail, a system of trails near Whitefish,
Montana. Similar to Mariposa County, Whitefish
is a national park gateway and is surrounded
by a multitude of recreational offerings. The
study measures the economic impact of outdoor
recreation and the Whitefish Trail to understand
the trail’s impact on local businesses and
residents’ quality of life, and to understand how
the trail fits into the bigger picture of outdoor
recreation in the area. They found that the
Whitefish Trail contributes $6.4 million in annual
spending by visitors and locals. Spending by
visitors who use the Whitefish Trail translates
to 68 additional jobs and $1.9 million in labor
income in Whitefish. This study combined data
from trail counters, in-person interviews, and a
fitness tracking app, Strava. The trail’s success in
becoming an attraction for visitors in a short time
is likely, in part, because visitors are drawn first to
these other well-known destinations.

Regional and Local Connectivity
According to a study by Headwaters Economics,
Mariposa County is classified as an “isolated
county”, meaning that it is rural, and it is difficult
to get to major population centers via road or air
travel. 2 Many of the towns and communities within
Mariposa County are not connected via direct
roads, making the provision of county services
in certain areas costly and difficult. The County
works with partners and seeks grants to establish
or enhance trail connections within and around
Mariposa County. Partners include state agencies,
federal agencies, and community organizations.
One example of a multi-agency effort is the Merced
River Trail. This trail will create over 60 miles
of trail regionally—eventually from Merced to
Yosemite National Park. It will provide hiking,
bicycling, and equestrian opportunities as well as
river access and other non-motorized recreation
experiences.
There are other current efforts to create a
regional trail network that would directly benefit
the residents of Mariposa County. Regional
trail connections in Mariposa County will
require partnerships with multiple agencies and
organizations. One potential partnership is with
the agricultural community to create trails and
open space on neighboring ranchlands.
In establishing partnerships with agricultural
operators, it is essential to address concerns about
the potential for recreational uses to have negative
impacts on landowners livelihoods and property.
These concerns include landowner liability for
injury to recreational users, increased risk of
wildland fire conflagration on agricultural lands,
and negative interactions between recreation users
2 Headwater Economics Three Wests: Access to Markets Affects
Performance, 2015
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and livestock. Partners such as the Sierra Foothill
Conservancy could play a key role in helping resolve
these and other issues to ensure mutually beneficial
outcomes.
Of equal importance in examining the entire county
is the prioritization of access and connectivity within
individual communities. Local connectivity provides
opportunities to integrate school curriculums
with nearby open spaces, as well as ways to link
residents, tourists, and businesses, while also
lowering GHG emissions by providing means of
active transportation (i.e. bicycling) to destinations.
To enhance local connectivity, the Mariposa Creek
Parkway proposes a series of shared-use paths and
trails through downtown Mariposa and the adjacent
Stockton Creek Preserve.

Observations and research suggest that recreation
affects natural resources, due to cumulative impacts
of recreation activities on sensitive or fragile
environments. 3 Dozens of independent studies
conducted since the 1970s have studied the effects of
recreation on plants and animals. Balancing ecology
and recreation in Mariposa County necessitates
acknowledging significant effects of human use and
the potential for projects to mitigate their impacts
and increase stewardship. Listed below are some
considerations for the County:
• In areas with little human impact, develop
trails with a plan to monitor effect on
behavior and migratory patterns for large
mammals, like mountain lions.
• Plan seasonal trail closures to protect
migration periods or calving seasons.

Recreation Ecology
The designation of Yosemite Valley as a World
Heritage Site coupled with high federal land
ownership poses both an opportunity for recreation
and challenges that come with recreation pressures.
Yosemite National Park is not alone in grappling
with the management challenges that increasing
visitation and interest in recreation activities creates.
Recreation promotes mental and physical health,
provides economic benefits, and builds an ethic of
nature appreciation and environmental stewardship.
By encouraging the expansion of and increased
usage of trails, parks, and other recreational
activities, the County is mitigating for some future
climate conditions. These conditions include the
protection of natural areas rather than conversion to
development, improved air quality through reduced
vehicle usage, and managing wildfire fuels to reduce
risk. At the same time, increased outdoor usage
on trails and at parks can also inadvertently have
adverse impacts on areas through over-use, erosion,
or degradation unless additional and appropriate
management measures are taken.

• Identify opportunities for trails to support
erosion control, particularly in impacted
landscapes.
• Use trails to enable access for invasive
species management and prioritize more
developed trails as the number of weed
species is higher on older trails than
younger trails.
• Strategically plan trails and looped paths
to avoid duplicative routes and maintain
distances, decreasing impact on some
species like grassland nesting birds whose
survival increases with distance from trails.
3

Larson & Reed & Merenlender & Crooks, 2016
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Natural Systems
Resilience + Natural Systems
Natural ecosystems are dynamic and continually shifting based on
influencing factors, including climate. The county and its natural
systems are very closely tied to the climate. Any permanent climate
change will lead to a shift in the existing ecosystem, which will in
turn impact the way people live, the food they grow, their health, the
wildlife, the availability of water, natural hazards, and nearly every
facet of life in Mariposa County.
The western portion of the county is relatively low
in elevation, at around 300 feet, with rolling hills
that rise into sharp, towering 12,000 feet elevation
alpine peaks to the east. Much of the landscape
is interspersed with deep canyons, streams, and
rivers and the natural systems vary greatly with
topography. Most inhabited regions are below 5,000
feet. Depending on the time of year, temperatures can
range from freezing to over 100 degrees in various
parts of the county.
The county has a moderate climate with snow in
some areas during the winter. Abundant precipitation
is the norm during the rainy season, which lasts
from December through April. The annual average
precipitation is 29.9 inches though there is great
variability. Precipitation patterns range from 15
inches in the lower western areas, to 50 inches in the
mountainous eastern areas. In the Jerseydale area,
for example, the rainfall averages 42 inches a year.
At 12,000 feet, it is not unusual to receive snowpack
greater than 30 feet. Summers are characterized
by long drought periods, which are occasionally
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punctuated by electrical storms. Seasonally,
vegetation grows and builds during the rainy season
and dries during the hot, dry season. As a result, fire
risk and hazard increase dramatically particularly
in late summer and early autumn.1 Under drought
conditions, decreasing plant moisture content further
increases plant flammability.

Key Considerations
Climate
Climate describes the prevailing set of weather
conditions over a period of years, which includes
temperature, precipitation, and seasonal patterns
in a particular region. Wind patterns and relative
humidity complete the weather profile. The climate
of most of the Sierra Nevada region is Mediterranean
in character with cool, wet winters followed by
warm to hot, dry summers. The western slopes and
foothills of the mountain range receive moisture and
warmth mostly from the prevailing westerly winds of
1 Mariposa Countywide Community Wildland Fire Protection Plan,
2012

the North Pacific Ocean. Many of the largest (coolseason) storms arrive as atmospheric river storms
(moisture-laden jets in the lower atmosphere that
release significant amounts of precipitation as they
rise up and over the mountains). Mariposa County
is unique in that its environs range from low-lying
valleys in the western Sierra Nevada foothills up to
the Sierra Nevada Crest just shy of Tuolumne Peak.
Elevations between 5,000 and 6,000 feet on the west
slope of the Sierra Nevada tend to be the wettest in
the region. Because the southern Sierra Nevada is on
average higher in elevation than the northern Sierra
Nevada, temperatures are cooler and precipitation
mix is more snow heavy.
Species Migration
Variations in topography and climate are major
contributors to the county’s diverse habitats. The
county contains over 100 special status plant
and lichen species, and 97 special status wildlife
species. 2 Some species migration, especially to
higher elevations, has already been observed in
Yosemite Valley. The Yosemite Conservancy has
multiple programs dedicated to tracking keystone
species, such as Yosemite’s mountain lion population
and Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep. These and other
research gaps will be key avenues of investment for
better data on how animal populations interact as
they move into new biota throughout the county.
2 Mariposa County General Plan Conservation and Open Space
Element, 2006

“Adaptation strategies for
vulnerable wildlife species
should emphasize strategies that
protect climate refugia and that
maintain migration corridors.”

Climate Projections
for the North Sierra
Region
Temperature Changes
January increase in average temperatures of
2.5 to 4 degrees Fahrenheit by 2050 and 6 to
7 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100.

Precipitation
Decline in precipitation varying from 3 to 5
inches by 2050 and 6 inches to more than 10
inches by 2100.

Heat Waves
The number of heat waves (five consecutive
days over 83 to 97 degrees Fahrenheit,
depending on location) are expected to
increase by two by 2050; an 8 to 10 times
increase is predicted by 2100.

Snowpack
Levels are projected to decline by nearly 15
inches in the southern portion of the region
by 2090.

Wildfire
Risk is projected to increase in a range of 1.1
to 10.5 times throughout the region, with the
high risks expected in Mariposa County.

– Sierra Nevada Summary Report, CA
Fourth Climate Change Assessment.
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Direct physiological effects of climate change
may initially result in reductions in some species
reproduction and survival, eventually manifesting in
population declines and/or species range shifts for
cool-adapted or thermally sensitive species. Future
and ongoing range shifts are likely and will produce
unexpected results as predator-prey relationships
change, new disease patterns emerge, competition
for food increases or decreases, and parasitic
relationships adapt.
Working Lands
Mariposa County has a long history of working in
partnership with agricultural operators to manage
open space lands. Approximately 22 percent of land
in the county—primarily in the western region—is
contracted under the California Land Conservation
Act of 1965, commonly known as the Williamson
Act. On these lands, the local government contracts
with private landowners to restrict specific parcels
to agricultural uses to prevent premature urban
development in the near term. The contracts are
voluntary agreements to maintain the land for
agriculture for a 20-year period. The contracts
automatically renew annually unless the landowner
or County files for a non-renewal. Farmers and
ranchers continue working these lands to provide
food and other agricultural products. In Mariposa
County a majority of these lands are used for grazing
for ranching operations.
The county’s expansive working lands play a
critical role in managing open space and building
resilience. Through grazing operations, large open
spaces and wildlife corridors have been preserved
from fragmentation due to development and other
human impacts. The County is studying the green
infrastructure benefits of its working lands and the
impact of climate change. The County is currently
conducting TerraCount, a scenario planning tool
to model greenhouse gas and natural resource

Ranchlands in Mariposa County | Image by Charles Phillips

implication based on different development patterns
and management activities. This study will evaluate
the impacts of management activities such as
the conversion of grazing lands to development.
The County also has funding from the state for
a Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation
(SALC) Program, which will preserve agricultural
lands while protecting Mariposa’s communities from
development sprawl.
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04
A 20-YEAR
VISION

“Mariposans are both
welcomed outdoors
and inspired by the
quality of our parks,
open spaces, trails
and facilities and the
resilience of our county.”
— Mariposa County Recreation and
Resiliency Plan Vision
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PUBLIC OUTREACH
Public engagement overview

In July 2020 the planning team kicked off community
engagement efforts to understand the recreation
needs and desires of residents. The community
engagement events were hosted virtually due to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Events in the
first round of engagement included a community
forum, a community Q&A session, and an online
survey. In addition, the planning team curated an
ArcGIS StoryMap with an overview of the project
and ongoing research to educate the public on the
planning process. Information for the events was
circulated via social media, email lists, and the
Mariposa County website.

Opportunities for Feedback
Steering Committee
A group of stakeholders actively working toward
improving public health, addressing climate change,
boosting the local economy and increasing recreation
opportunities were engaged to provide oversight on
this planning process. A kick-off meeting in April
2020 united Mariposa County Staff with these key
recreation and resilience stakeholders to harvest
insights and feedback to inform development of a
Countywide Recreation and Resiliency Plan with a
20-year planning horizon.
The Steering Committee actively participated in the
community forums. In September members worked
with the consultant team to draft the vision and
goals for the plan and in October supported the
development of the strategies and Recreation zone
recommendations.
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Community Forums
On July 16, 2020, the planning team hosted a virtual
community forum with an energetic group of 35
residents. The goals of the introductory meeting
were to present research findings on the current
state of recreation and resilience in Mariposa County
and gather feedback from residents on their needs
and opportunities relating to the project. A second
community forum was hosted on October 21, 2020. In
this public event, participants were asked to provide
input on the goals and direction of the strategies
drafted for the plan.
These events were advertised to the public in a
variety of ways, including social media via Facebook
and Instagram accounts administered by Mariposa

timeline
of events
April 2020
Steering Committee
Strategic Kick-off
Meeting
July 2020
Project Website Launched
Community Forum
35 Registered Attendees
Public Survey #1
84 total respondents
July - August 2020
Community Q&A Sessions
Stakeholder Interviews
September 2020
Steering Committee
Vision and Values Work
Session
October 2020
Steering Committee
Aspirational Goals and
Strategy Work Session
Community Forum
48 Registered Attendees
November 2020
Public Survey #2
84 total respondents

County and groups represented by several Steering
Committee members. Additionally, the process was
promoted through the project ArcGIS StoryMap web page
and Mariposa County’s website.
Community Q&A Session
The week following the first Community Forum,
Mariposa County hosted a one-hour virtual Q&A session
with interested community members to engage in an indepth discussion of resilience and the recreation system.
The community members presented relevant topics of
discussion and needs within the County’s parks and
recreation system.
PUBLIC Surveys
An online survey was open to the public from July 16
through July 31, 2020 following the community forum,
to understand community needs and priorities relating
to recreation and resilience. The survey received 87
responses during the two-week period, all who are
residents of Mariposa County. Respondents indicated in
which area of the county they reside, and these responses
were used to cross-tabulate and identify trends associated
with certain regions of the county. The following section
summarizes key takeaways from the survey.
Following the second community forum was an online
survey that was open to the public for two weeks, from
October 28 to November 11, 2020. The purpose of the
survey was to gain public input on ten potential proposed
recreation and resiliency projects in the county that
had been identified during stakeholder meetings and
Community Forum #2.
The projects within the survey had varying scales, from
countywide connectivity projects to localized projects.
Respondents were asked to rank the level of impact they
thought each project would have on three categories:
recreation access and opportunities, community health
and wellness, and resilience. The survey received 55
responses, which were then sorted based on the average
ranking of “very impactful” across the three categories.

Steering
Committee
Members
• Sarah Williams, Mariposa County Planning
• Steve Engfer, Mariposa County Planning
• Jessica Carey, Mariposa County Planning
• Leigh Westerlund, Mariposa County
• Tara Schiff, Mariposa County Economic
Development
• Ginnie Day, Mariposa County Public Health
• Shannon Hansen, Mariposa County Public
Works
• Jonathan Farrington, Yosemite Mariposa
County Tourism Bureau
• Scott Fiester, Mariposa County Chamber
of Commerce
• Bill King, Mariposa Trails
• Bridget Fithian, Sierra Foothill
Conservancy
• Jessica Thompson, Sierra Foothill
Conservancy
• Cara Goger, Mariposa County Arts Council
• Daisy Phillips, Mariposa County Arts
Council
• Molly Stephens, UC Merced
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Survey Results
Arts Park

Mariposa
Park
Most visited
parks
Board Hearing Room
Question: Below
is a list of some parks and facilities operated by Mariposa County.
Midpines Park
Please indicate
whether
you or anyone in your household have used these facilities
McCay
Hall
Catheys Valley Park
in the last
12 months.
Hornitos Park
Woodland Park
Midpines Hall
Hornitos Stagg Hall
Arts Park
Coulterville
Park
Mariposa
Park
Darrah
Park
El Portal
Pool
Board Hearing
Room
Darrah
School
House
Midpines Park
Coulterville Pool
McCay Hall
Red Cloud Park
Catheys Valley
ParkHall
Woodland

72% of respondents have
visited the Arts Park and
61% visited Mariposa Park
in the past year.

Hornitos Park
0%
20%
40%
60%
80%
100%
Woodland Park
Midpines Hall
Yes No
Hornitos Stagg Hall
Coulterville Park
Top 5 County
park facilities residents think need the most improvements/upgrades
Darrah Park
(either a lot
or
a little):
El Portal
Pool
Darrah School House
Below is aCoulterville
list of somePool
parks and facilities operated by Mariposa County. Please indicate whether you
think theseRed
parks
and
facilities
need improvements/upgrades.
Cloud Park
Woodland Hall

1. Mariposa Park (65.0%)
20%
40%
2. Arts Park (48.4%)0%
3. Cathey’s Valley Park (36.7%)
Improvements
Yes No
4. Midpines Park (33.4%)
Question: Please indicate whether you think these
5. Woodland Park (32.6%)
parks and facilities need improvements/upgrades.

60%

80%

100%

Top 5 County park facilities residents think need the most improvements/upgrades
Mariposa Park
(either Darrah
a lot
or a little):
School House

Survey Respondents
Question: Which community best
represents where you live?
Bear Valley
1%

Woodland Park

Greeley Hill
1%

Below is aCatheys
list of
some
Valley
Park parks and facilities operated by Mariposa County. Please indicate whether you
Hornitos Stagg Hall
think these parks
and facilities need improvements/upgrades.
Arts Park
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mariposa
41%

Hornitos
1%

Darrah Park

Mariposa
MidpinesPark
Park (65.0%)
Midpines Hall
Arts Hornitos
Park (48.4%)
Park
Coulterville
Park
Cathey’s Valley
Park (36.7%)
McCay Hall
Midpines
Park
(33.4%)
Coulterville Pool
El Portal Pool
Woodland
Park (32.6%)

Yosemite
1%
Coulterville
2%
Bootjack
20%
Midpines
15%

Board Hearing Room

Red Cloud Park
Woodland Hall

Mariposa Park

Darrah School House
Woodland Park
Catheys Valley Park

0%

10%

20%
Yes, a lot
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Hornitos Stagg Hall
Arts Park

Other
5%

30%

40%

Yes, a little

50%
No

60%

70%

Don't know

80%

90%

100%

Cathey's
Valley
6%

El Portal/Foresta
2%
Woodland/
Ponderosa Basin
4%

Importance of a resilient Mariposa County:
Build from
multi-purpose
fields (soccer, football, or lacrosse)
outdoor pools
to prepare
forfountains,
disruptions,
to recover
from shocks
and stresses, andBuild
to adapt
and grow
a
10. Addsystem)
restrooms,
drinking
benches,
and amenities
(93.8%)
Provide options for off-leash dog trails
Provide more off-leash dog parks
Resilience is
the capacity
of any
entity how
(a community,
an
organization,
an individual
or you.
a social or natural
disruptive
experience.
Please
indicate
important
a resilient
Mariposa
County is to
Build basketball courts
Build multi-purpose fields (soccer, football, or lacrosse)
Build bike parks/pump tracks
Provide
options
for off-leash
dog trails
system) to prepareConnect
for disruptions,
to
recover
from
shocks
and
stresses,
and
to
adapt
and
grow
from
a
existing trails
Add more rentable venues in parks
basketball courts
•disruptive
100% for
of
Mariposa Please
Countyindicate
residents
view a resilient Mariposa CountyBuild
as important
(either very
Increase opportunities
cultural and community
events how important a resilient Mariposa County is to you.
experience.
Build baseball/softball fields
Build bike parks/pump tracks
Recreation
Priorities
Acquire
additional
open space/natural
areas
important,
important,
or somewhat
important).
Build skate parks
Add more rentable venues in parks
Question:
To
what
extentbocce)
would you
Add recreation
programs
for
youth
(ages
13-19)
Build
sports
courts
(pickleball,
100% of
Mariposa
County
residents
view
aaresilient
Mariposa
County
as
important
(either very
Build baseball/softball
fields
•
84.1%
of
Mariposa
County
residents
view
resilient
Mariposa
County
as
very
important.
Support community art (visual and performing arts)
Provide more
paved routes
Build skate parks
support
or
oppose
Mariposa
County
important,
important,
or somewhat important).
Provide greater
regional connectivity
Build sports courts (pickleball, bocce)
taking any of the following actions?
0% 10%
5 roles
parks,
trails,
and
open spaces
shouldMariposa
have in building
resilience:
AddTop
programs
for children
(ages
0residents
to 12)
Provide
paved
routes
•recreation
84.1%
of Mariposa
County
view a resilient
County
asmore
very
important.

Provide trail easements through open spaces and/or…
Add more shade (trees and or structures) in parks
Add recreation programs for older adults (age 65 and older)
Provide more walkway loops for people with mobility issues
Add recreation programs for adults (ages 20+)
Provide more amenities along trails and at trailheads
Add more opportunities for water activities/sports
Add neighborhood parks (a park within walking distance of…
Add community parks (a park that serves a community)
Build a new recreation center
Add larger regional parks (a park that serves multiple…
Add/expand park shelters/small group gathering areas
Add restrooms, drinking fountains, benches, and amenities
Build climbing and bouldering walls
Provide more soft surface trails
Build new playgrounds
Build outdoor pools
Provide more off-leash dog parks
Build multi-purpose fields (soccer, football, or lacrosse)
Provide options for off-leash dog trails
Build basketball courts
Build bike parks/pump tracks
Add more rentable venues in parks
Build baseball/softball fields
Build skate parks
Build sports courts (pickleball, bocce)
Provide more paved routes

Strongly support

0% Select
10% 20%
What
you think
thetrails,
role ofand
parks,
trails,
and open
spaces
should
be in building
resilience?
all 30% 40% 50%
Top 5do
roles
parks,
open
spaces
should
have
in building
resilience:
that apply.
Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose
What do you think the role of parks, trails, and open spaces should be in building resilience? Select all
Reduce wildfire risk and hazards through fuels management projects on County lands (9.3%)
that1.apply.
2. Improve forest health (8.6%)
1.
risk tree
and cover
hazards
fuels management
on County
lands (9.3%)
3. Reduce
Increasewildfire
shade and
to through
be comfortable
during timesprojects
of intense
heat (8.2%)
2.
forest health
4. Improve
Balance recreation
use(8.6%)
with protecting natural and cultural resources (8.2%)
3.
andbiking,
tree cover
to be comfortable
times
intense
heat (8.2%)
5. Increase
Prioritizeshade
walking,
and transit
connections during
to reduce
theofneed
for personal
automobile
4. Balance
recreation
use
with
protecting
natural
and
cultural
resources
(8.2%)
use (7.4%)
5. Prioritize walking, biking, and transit connections to reduce the need for personal automobile
Fundinguse
Priorities
(7.4%)

20% 30% 40%

Somewhat
support
Somewhat oppo
60%
70% 80%
90% 100%
Strongly oppose

What
do you
think should be the funding priority for parks, trails, open spaces, and recreation facilities in
Funding
Priorities
the next few years?
What do you think should be the funding priority for parks, trails, open spaces, and recreation facilities in
• Responses
the next
few years?generally skewed (60.3%) in the direction of investing in acquiring open space and
park land and building recreation/community centers to increase access.
• Responses generally skewed (60.3%) in the direction of investing in acquiring open space and
park land and building recreation/community centers to increase access.

0%
Strongly support

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

Funding Priorities
Question: What do you think should be
the funding priority for parks, trails, open
spaces, and recreation facilities in the
next few years?
Responses generally skewed (60.3%) in
the direction of investing in acquiring
open space and park land and building
recreation/community centers to increase
access.
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RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN
Mariposans are both
welcomed outdoors
and inspired by the
quality of our parks,
open spaces, trails
and facilities and the
resilience of our county.
Aspirations, Goals, &
Strategies

Goals for Mariposa County represent broad outcomes
for a resilient system of parks, trails, open space,
and recreation now and into the future (i.e. what we
are trying to achieve). They are formatted as brief,
general statements of desired large-scale, long-term

Figure 1.5: Plan Framework Diagram
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outcomes and they are prefaced by an aspirational
statement reflecting the voice of Mariposans. The
corresponding strategies for each goal describe the
County’s approach to achieve a goal (i.e. methods
and capabilities to achieve measurable outcomes).
All identified goals and strategies of this Plan
result in health for the earth, the individual and the
community.

Recreation Zone
Recommendations

Specific recommendations for the four Recreation
Zones of Mariposa County reflect the needs and
opportunities of each given their respective size,
population distribution, and land ownership, and
level of service.

THEMES
Aspirations
Goals

Park Lands
& Open Space

Our vibrant Park Lands
and Open Spaces will be
a top reason Mariposans
choose to live, work
and play here. We aim
to design for resilience
and equitably address
community park needs.

Recreation
& Activities

Our multi-functional
and accessible indoor
and outdoor recreation
opportunities will
welcome a diverse
community. We aim to
consistently create
positive recreation
experiences for residents
of all ages.

Trails &
Connectivity

Our interconnected trail
system will support
wellness, showcase
our biodiversity, and
strengthen relationships
with our landscape.
We aim to foster
healthy living and trail
experiences that benefit
emotional and physical
well-being.

Natural
Systems

Our parks, open spaces
and working lands will
be capable of responding
to dynamic shocks and
stressors. We aim to
provide high-functioning,
balanced ecosystems.

Advance an expanded resilient
parks and open space system
that evolves with changing
needs.

Promote recreational
opportunities that build
community and deepen our
connection to the landscape.

Create a countywide network of
trails to foster connectivity and
promote safer communities in
Mariposa County.

Support the continuation of
Mariposa’s long history of
working lands.

Design parks, open spaces
and the elements themselves
to complement the natural
environment and promote
exploration with year-round
comfort in mind.

Provide new and maintain
existing facilities, amenities,
and programs to be responsive
to community preferences.

Strengthen the connection
between Mariposans and the
natural environment through
improved trails.

Establish habitat conservation
and native species biodiversity
as priorities in our recreation
investments.

Promote healthy lifestyles and
equitable access to recreation
where all Mariposans feel
welcome.

Amplify the diverse voices of
Mariposa County through art
and cultural events and spaces
that support gatherings and
civic engagement.

Foster discovery, use,
enjoyment, and stewardship of
trails.

Stimulate a sense of wonder
and stewardship for Mariposa
County's natural systems
through recreational spaces and
programs.

Table 1.6: Summary of Plan Aspirations and Goals
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Park Lands & Open Space | Goals & Strategies

Our vibrant park lands
and open spaces will be
a top reason Mariposans
choose to live, work
and play here. We aim
to design for resilience
and equitably address
community park needs.

1

Advance an expanded resilient parks
and open space system that evolves with
changing needs.

2

Design parks, open spaces and the
elements themselves to complement
the natural environment and promote
exploration with year-round comfort in
mind.

3

Promote healthy lifestyles and equitable
access to recreation where all Mariposans
feel welcome.

Goals

Aspiration
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$16

Billion

Economic Activity
Generated by Local
Parks and Recreation
in California in 2017.
Source: NRPA

Goals
STRATEGIES

01 | Advance an expanded resilient
Parks and Open Space system that
evolves with changing needs.

02 | Design parks, open spaces
and the elements themselves
to complement the natural
environment and promote
exploration with year-round
comfort in mind.

03 | Promote healthy lifestyles
and equitable access to recreation
where all Mariposans feel welcome.

Expand System: Prioritize lands for parks,
greenways, and open space acquisitions based
on their proximity to serve communities,
connectivity, and land suitability analysis.

Connect to Place: Prioritize sustainable,
maintainable, and timeless design
characteristics that advance Mariposa County's
rural context-sensitive aesthetics.

Design for Inclusivity: Build community
through inclusive, welcoming, and contextsensitive park design.

Expand System: Strategically acquire land for
recreational uses, especially trails, to act as fuel
breaks to protect communities and resources.

Provide Year-Round Comfort: Retrofit existing
and plan new parks to be usable, comfortable,
and inviting during times of climatic imbalance,
such as extreme heat or drought, and resilient to
catastrophic events.

Increase Access: Develop recreational
opportunities in existing communities and
new developments to inspire physical activity,
relaxation, healthy lifestyle behavior, and a sense
of connection.

Expand System: Strategically acquire land
in floodplains to help manage stormwater and
increase awareness of these sensitive areas.

Enhance Access: Strategically locate entrances
to parks, open spaces, trails, and facilities to
encourage alternative modes of transportation to
and from recreation opportunities.

Understand Facility Needs of All: Improve
understanding of and services for underserved
communities through creative means of
empowering and engaging an inclusive
community.

Advance Resilience: Restore, nurture, and
enhance existing parks and open space lands
to address impacts of community use, climate
change, invasive species and other threats.

Reduce Erosion: Follow drainage and stream
buffer standards and stabilize creek banks with
native vegetation.

Understand Facility Needs of All: Periodically
review program offerings, community needs, and
demographics to ensure program participation
from all ages and abilities.

Advance Resilience: Accelerate collaboration
with land management agencies and subject
matter experts to use prescribed fire (including
cultural burning) and vegetation management
strategies that reduce tree mortality and stress
from fire, drought, and forest insects in forests
and foothills, including the use of smaller burns
closer to development when needed.
Advance Resilience: Target timing of
prescribed fires with local land managers to
minimize risks to health, safety, and recreation
economy.

Advance Resilience: Identify cultural resources
on County-owned parks and open spaces at
risk of being damaged by disturbances and
coordinate a strategy to safeguard.

Incorporate Green Infrastructure: Reduce the
impact of large rainfall events by determining
appropriate locations to incorporate green
infrastructure, such as bioswales and wetlands,
into parks to improve water quality, manage
stormwater and reduce the need for irrigation.

Reduce Water Use: Reduce potable water use in
parks through innovative planning, technology
and increasing the use of recirculating systems.

Honor Indigenous People's Traditions and
Ancestral Homelands: Work in partnership
to understand, honor, and promote knowledge
of the present, rich traditions and ancestral
homelands of Indigenous People associated with
Mariposa County.
Advance Equity: Develop an equity statement
for the Recreation System and reinforce parks,
open spaces, trails and recreation facilities
as destinations for physical activity and
opportunities for all ages and abilities to practice
healthy lifestyles.
Increase Participation: Market the role of
county offerings in contributing to community
wellness and coordinate marketing materials
with partners and other organizations to
maximize the reach of the message.
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Goals

Aspiration

			

Recreation & Activities | Goals & Strategies

Our multi-functional
and accessible indoor
and outdoor recreation
opportunities will welcome
a diverse community.
We aim to consistently
create positive recreation
experiences for residents of
all ages.
1

Promote recreational opportunities
that build community and deepen our
connection to the landscape.

2

Provide new and maintain existing
facilities, amenities, and programs to be
responsive to community preferences.

3

Amplify the diverse voices of Mariposa
County through art and cultural events
and spaces that support gatherings and
civic engagement.
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65%

of the county
population could
be served daily
by a potential
recreation
center.

Goals
STRATEGIES

02 | Provide new and maintain
existing facilities, amenities, and
programs to be responsive to
community preferences.

03 | Amplify the diverse voices
of Mariposa County through art
and cultural events and spaces
that support gatherings and civic
engagement.

Promote Flexibility and Multiple Uses:
Design new and retrofit existing recreation
facilities/amenities to be flexible, multi-use,
and adaptable to meet community needs and
interests.

Diversify Park Amenities: Promote a diverse
range of recreation activities that highlight and
respect the unique character of the community
and its surrounding open space lands.

Be Welcoming and Inclusive: Ensure spaces
are comfortable and inclusive for all people by
removing barriers to access and providing safe
spaces that do not prohibit people from visiting
parks.

Reduce Health Risks for All Ages: Maintain
strong partnerships and joint-use agreements
with school districts and program providers
to support community wellness initiatives and
lessen health risk issues for youth and older
people.

Align Facilities with Resident Needs: Work
with communities to assess resident needs
and desires and to design and provide key
amenities/programs to ensure continued use by
residents.

Celebrate Placemaking: Create flexible spaces
to accommodate public displays of art, events,
and installations.

Increase Emergency Resources and Enhance
Sustainability: Design and retrofit recreation
facilities to serve as a community resource
during emergencies while meeting green
building standards such as LEED certification.

Maintain Facilities to Encourage Use:
Establish and track maintenance service
levels for park land, trails, playgrounds, and
recreation facilities.

Encourage Multi-Generational Use: Promote
continual multi-generational wellness through
programing and amenities that address older
age groups, youth, and singles.

Reduce Impacts of Extreme Heat: Include
mitigation strategies for the buildings and
structure, including installing air conditioning
in new buildings and retrofitting buildings
for higher than average temperatures using
HVAC and weatherization. Consider cool roofs
and cool paving materials where applicable to
reduce heat island effects.

Reduce Costs: Prioritize construction of new
facilities and replace assets to lower long-term
maintenance and operations costs and provide
higher potential for revenue generation.

Increase Participation from All: Upgrade
equipment and venues to support facilities and
programs that can increase participation from
all residents of the county.

01 | Promote recreational
opportunities that build community
and deepen our connection to the
landscape.

Reduce County's Capital, Operational, and
Maintenance Costs: Co-locate new assets
with new or existing facilities, including
schools, libraries, and areas of concentrated
employment, to share construction and
maintenance costs, provide efficient delivery of
services, and create multi-purpose destinations.

Reduce County Maintenance Costs: Identify
park lands or facilities that could be managed
and maintained by another entity.

Increase Budget Stability: Build community
support aimed at permanently extending
funding to the Parks and Recreation Division
and consider revenue generation opportunities
to ensure sufficient resources are available to
support a high-quality parks and recreation
system.

Support Civic Engagement: Install amenities
and design spaces that promote social
interactions and serve as a gathering place for
community members.

Support Civic Engagement: Establish
protocols and remove barriers for renting
spaces for events and community gatherings,
including for rallies and protests.
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Goals

Aspiration

			

Trails & Connectivity | Goals & Strategies

Our interconnected trail
system will support wellness,
showcase our biodiversity
and strengthen relationships
with our landscape. We aim
to foster healthy living
and trail experiences that
benefit emotional and
physical well-being.
1

Create a countywide network of trails
to foster connectivity and promote safer
communities in Mariposa County.

2

Strengthen the connection between
Mariposans and the natural environment
through improved trails.

3

Foster discovery, use, enjoyment, and
stewardship of trails.
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20%

percentage of
adults in rural
areas nationwide
that get enough
physical activity.
Source: CDC

Goals
STRATEGIES

01 | Create a network of trails to
foster connectivity and promote
safer communities in Mariposa
County.

02 | Strengthen the connection
between Mariposans and the natural
environment through improved
trails.

03 | Foster discovery, use, enjoyment,
and stewardship of trails.

Improve Biking and Walking Network:
Identify and address barriers to accessing
outdoor spaces such as high-speed roads with
narrow or unpaved shoulders and lack of
walkways.

Communicate Landscape Experiences: Map
the opportunities to access nature throughout
the various landscape types to showcase the
range of recreation experiences in Mariposa
County.

Increase Awareness: Enhance signage,
communications, and media to effectively
design for and message diverse user groups and
demographics.

Connect Destinations: Provide safe routes
and trail connections to schools, civic uses,
commercial uses, community areas, and
health services that are complemented with
wayfinding and regulatory signage.

Make Trails Compelling and Low-Impact:
Elevate the quality of trails through resilient
environmental construction practices and trail
designs that take visitors through diverse
landscape settings, particularly to water access
points.

Broaden Potential User Groups: Facilitate
physical and mental wellbeing through
partnerships with schools and community
organizations, as well as progressive
programming that builds outdoor skills and
confidence.

Increase Support Facilities: Provide
welcoming and accessible trailheads,
nature centers, viewpoints, picnic areas,
and wayfinding to support a quality visitor
experience and inspire understanding of the
surrounding landscape.

Design for Multi-Use: Provide trail programs
that are accessible to a range of users with
varying levels of mobility, ability, and modes
(e.g. hiking, biking, horseback riding, ATV)
while ensuring that the use type is appropriate
for the trail’s physical and cultural context.

Enhance Ecosystem Health: Modify existing
and plan new trail infrastructure to not only
reduce human-caused impacts to habitat
areas but to enhance watershed and habitat
health (e.g. close undesignated trails, remove
redundant trails and re-route trails to the
periphery of habitat areas).

Manage for Reduced Impacts: Work with
land managers throughout Mariposa County
to develop an adaptive visitor use management
toolkit that explores the coordination of
management tools such as muddy trail closures,
permitting, and establishing site-specific visitor
capacity where needed.

Secure Access Easements for Countywide
Connectivity: Work with property owners
to secure right of way and public access
easements to create continuity and connectivity
throughout the landscape.
Increase Opportunities to Access Public
Trails: Support new trails on public lands to
create a connected trail system for the entire
county that encourages both close-to-home
recreation and regional connectivity and
creates immersive nature experiences.
Promote Safety: Assess opportunities
to design paths and trails to serve as fire
breaks and to provide emergency access and
evacuation routes.

Promote Safety: Co-locate trails with
undergrounding of utilities and installation of
fiber networks to reduce risk of wildfire and
increase communication infrastructure.
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Aspiration

			

Natural Systems | Goals & Strategies

Our parks, open spaces,
and working lands will
be capable of responding
to dynamic shocks and
stressors. We aim to
provide high-functioning,
balanced ecosystems.

$22

Billion

2020 was
unprecedented in the
cost of climate and
weather disasters.

Goals

Source: NOAA

1

Support the continuation of Mariposa’s
long history of working lands.

2

Establish habitat conservation and native
species biodiversity as priorities in our
recreation investments.

3

Stimulate a sense of wonder and
stewardship for Mariposa County’s natural
systems through recreational spaces and
programs.

100 | A 20-Year Vision

Goals

01 | Support the continuation
of Mariposa’s long history of
working lands.

STRATEGIES

Maintain Viability of Working Agricultural
Lands: Learn and listen to ideas about
partnerships and other mechanisms to build
on the existing efforts of the agriculture
community; secure economic viability for
current and future farmers and ranchers; and
support enjoyment of working landscapes,
viewsheds, and historic structures.

02 | Establish habitat conservation and
native species biodiversity as priorities in
our recreation investments.

Reduce Impacts through Awareness: Raise awareness
about human/wildlife conflicts and strategies to lighten
our footprint on native plants and animals by reducing
human disturbances, especially where biological diversity
is high, unique or made up of rare species.
Protect Areas of High Biodiversity: Protect biodiversity
hotspots and pathways that enable species to adjust to
rapid environmental change through a variety of means,
including acquisitions and closures to protect rare and
declining species or areas of especially high biodiversity.

Encourage Innovative Operations: Partner
with open space ranchers and farmers to build
educational opportunities, focusing on history
and local food systems.

Preserve Habitat Most Vulnerable to Climate Changes
and Wildfire: Continue to collaborate with local, State and
Federal agencies to protect habitat diversity, species of
special concern and species receiving protection through
state or federal regulations. Specific attention should be
focused on preserving high elevation forests and oldgrowth mixed conifer forests, which are most vulnerable to
projected changes in climate and wildfire.

Prioritize County Acquisitions: Coordinate
with ongoing studies to prioritize the
acquisition of open space properties that
best protect Mariposa County’s agricultural
heritage and water resources, while
considering the County’s long-term cost of
ownership.

Establish Indicators, Monitoring, and Intervention
Protocols: Partner with regional and state agencies to
identify biological indicators of climate change sensitivity
and response, especially high risk/high value species
and habitats for monitoring or intervention. Identify
thresholds, plausible alternative states, pathways, and
triggers for climate-sensitive species and habitats.

Increase Soil Health and Reduce Pesticide
Use: Support reduction of the use of pesticides
wherever possible. Utilize integrated pest
management strategies and when reduction
or elimination of pesticides is not possible, use
the least toxic and least persistent pesticide
that is effective.

Preserve and Enhance Habitat Blocks and Corridors:
Identify locations for habitat corridors based on wildlife
movement, biodiversity hotspots, hidden streams, and
green infrastructure gaps. Work with adjacent landowners
and other public land managers to enhance or maintain
movement corridors on a landscape scale such as
partnering with Caltrans and adding bridges or tunnels in
an areas of high wildlife mortality.
Continue Seasonal Protection Strategies: Maintain
seasonal wildlife protections, including closures, for cliff
and grassland nesting birds, bats, and other sensitive
wildlife as needed.

03 | Stimulate a sense of wonder
and stewardship for Mariposa
County’s natural systems
through recreational spaces and
programs.
Advance Volunteer Skills and Expertise:
Support an active spirit of volunteerism
and stewards of all ages through expanded
opportunities that advance skill-building and
restoration activities that enhance natural
area resilience.

Advance and Share County Staff Skills
and Expertise: Support environmental
stewardship of County maintenance and
planning staff through training, appreciation,
and capacity-building opportunities
by providing expertise and resources
to community stewardship groups and
environmental art projects.

Inspire a Love of Mariposa’s Landscapes:
Educate the community on the importance
of natural areas and the place of humans in
nature through immersive experiences such
as conducting scientific transects, journaling
and observation, trail building, and forest
health management activities.

Empower Youth Stewardship: Foster youth
connections to and confidence in nature
through a continuum of educational and
service-learning experiences.
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North County Zone Recommendations
PARK LANDS & OPEN SPACE
1 • Increase awareness of opportunities
for recreation at the area’s
reservoirs through creation of a
map and promoting access points.
2 • Evaluate a suitable location and
develop a disc golf course.

Trails & Connectivity
1 • Increase awareness of trails by mapping
and promoting publicly accessible trails.
2• Increase miles of multi-use trails for
pedestrians and cyclists.
3• Expand upon existing mountain biking
trail locations in the Buck Meadows and
Lake McClure areas.
4• Create trail connectivity in Coulterville
by creating a shared-use trail along
Maxwell Creek.

Recreation & Activities
1 • Upgrade facilities at Red Cloud Park to
accommodate overnight camping.
2 • Increase visibility of recreational offerings
at Don Pedro’s parks through signage.
3 • Enhance Coulterville Park with amenities
like picnic areas, nature-themed playground
improvements, and trail connections to
nearby proposed trails.

102 | A 20-Year Vision

Natural Systems
1 • Generate seed money to support the
formation of an interpretive program and
nonprofit foundation for development at
Bower Cave.
2• Coordinate with local land managers to
enhance habitat restoration and protection
on existing parks and open spaces.
3• Make the first responders online mapping
and address resources available to all
residents.
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West County Zone Recommendations
PARK LANDS & OPEN SPACE
1 • Investigate potential to expand access for
recreation on open rangelands.
2 • Work with partners to increase the amount
of protected lands and additional trails.

Trails & Connectivity
1 • Promote a bicycle touring loop with widened
shoulders for cyclists between Cathey’s
Valley, Hornitos, Bear Valley, and Mariposa.
2• Promote a network of equestrian trails and
routes though mapping and improve parking
at trailheads for horse trailers.
3• Explore opportunities and strategic
partnerships to align existing and future
conservation easements on agricultural
lands with recreational uses such as trails.

Recreation & Activities

Natural Systems

1 • Equestrian center as a multiple use for
the fairgrounds.

1 • Support efforts that conserve Williamson
Act lands.

2 • Identify/clarify parking areas for
Hornitos Park; consider shared parking
opportunities.

2• Pursue private/public/nonprofit partnerships
that increase access while preserving/
increasing ecological and human health.

3 • Enhance Cathey’s Valley Park with
renovated equipment, shade, and
accessible paths. Consider opportunities
to integrate innovative play opportunities.

3• Convert the old Fremont School in Hornitos
to support outdoor education and recreation
programming.

104 | A 20-Year Vision
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Central County Zone Recommendations
PARK LANDS & OPEN SPACE
1 • Identify opportunities to establish a larger
regional park from a series of parks that can
connect the heart of Mariposa to greenways which
provides multiple benefits.
2 • Acquire and develop neighborhood parks in
smaller communities.
3 • Plan a civic plaza/park in conjunction with
future development surrounding the Mariposa
Courthouse.
4 • Develop a community park to serve the residents
in Ponderosa Basin.
5 • Expand park facilities, amenities, and trail access
at Midpines Park.

Trails & Connectivity
1 • Designate safe bicycle routes in community
centers.
2• Build Bear Creek Trail with connections to
Midpines Park and Mariposa Creek Parkway;
create a trailhead at Midpines Park.
3• Complete land acquisitions for the Mariposa
Creek Parkway.
4• Enhance connectivity within town centers
with more sidewalks on state highways to
access destinations and existing trails.
5 • Implement ecology-based programs at the
Hites Cove Trail, including programming
related to newts and wildflowers.

6 • Encourage the Lushmeadows Association’s efforts
to increase community-based recreation on an
appropriate site in the subdivision.

Recreation & Activities
1 • Expand access to indoor recreational spaces
for residents of all ages and co-locate activities
such as senior recreation programs, vocational
training, art programs, and teaching.
2 • Expand Woodland Park into a complete active
recreation site with amenities like sports fields,
pump track, and playground improvements.
3 • Increase access to restrooms and plan for
maintenance.
4 • Continue cooperative work on recreational
programming for the park/tourist rest area
near the Mariposa Museum and History Center.
5 • Increase opportunities for senior recreation by
developing bocce ball courts, pickleball courts,
and accessible trails.
106 | A 20-Year Vision

Natural Systems
1 • Introduce cultural burning along the Creek
Parkway and other areas in the region.
2• Develop signage and commission
installations to support appreciation,
education, and use of natural areas.
3• Create a regional nature center at the
Mariposa County Middle School.
4• Increase educational installations that build
appreciation for the geological, biological,
and human connections here now and over
time.
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Yosemite Zone Recommendations
PARK LANDS & OPEN SPACE
1 • Develop mini parks to serve the residents of
Wawona, Yosemite West, and Fish Camp.
2 • Develop a mini-park/tourist wayside in
Yosemite South.

Trails & Connectivity
1 • Implement the Merced River Trail to
establish an appropriate non-motorized
connection in the watershed.
2• Expand trails to connect Yosemite, Lake
McClure, Mariposa, and beyond.
3• Identify and designate a trail route to
Wawona by using existing dirt roads and
improving roads where needed.
4• Work with US Forest Service and local trail
advocates to enhance the trailhead and
parking at South Fork Trail and refurbish
the trail.

Recreation & Activities
1 • Revitalize a “recreational campus” with
maintenance of existing facilities - tennis
courts, pool, tot lot, soccer field - and
development of additional facilities at El
Portal Park and Pool.
2 • Designate additional snow play areas.
3 • Promote awareness of events, park access,
and recreation opportunities for Mariposa
County residents.

108 | A 20-Year Vision

Natural Systems
1 • Formalize memorandums of understanding
with NPS about collaborative interpretive
opportunities.
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FROM VISION TO
IMPLEMENTATION

“Implementing the plan
will mean tackling
complex hurdles….
(and) navigating these
complicated and
expansive processes
requires time and
detailed expertise
to ensure that (this
plan) is implemented
in accordance with
the community’s stated
preferences…Translating
these visionary ideas
into reality will be the
ultimate test...”
— Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan
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PRIORITIES FOR RECREATION				
& RESILIENCE
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62%
56%

60%

53%

50%

43%

40%

40%

39%

38%

36%
26%

30%
20%

Project

Ponderosa Basin
Community Park

Ponderosa Basin Community Park

Catheys Valley
Equestrian Center

Catheys Valley Equestrian Center

Indoor
Recreation
Facilities
Indoor
Recreation
Facilities
Serving
Bootjack/Jerseydale
Serving
Bootjack/Jerseydale

Coulterville Park
Improvements

Coulterville Park Improvements

Midpines
Improvements
Midpines
ParkPark
Improvements

Mariposa
County
Community
Mariposa
County
Community
Recreation
Center
Recreation Center

Midpines
Fuels&
Midpines
StrategicStrategic
Fuels Reduction
Project Project
ReductionRecreation
& Recreation

0%

Countywide
RoadRoutes
Cycling
Countywide
Road Cycling
and
Tourism
Routes
and Tourism

10%

Countywide Shared Use
(Paved) Trail System

This process revealed community consensus
around three key projects that blend recreation
and resilience, and provide opportunities to
achieve Mariposa’s public health, economic
development, landscape conservation, and climate
change adaptation goals.

66%

Countywide Shared Use (Paved) Trail System

The projects within the survey had varying scales,
from countywide connectivity projects to localized
projects. Respondents were asked to rank the level
of impact they thought each project would have on
three categories: recreation access and opportunities,
community health and wellness, and resilience.
The survey received 55 responses, which were
then sorted based on the average ranking of “very
impactful” across the three categories. The compiled
results are shown in the chart below. The top projects
were then used to inform the selection of three
priority areas for the Plan.

"Very Impactful" Rating

Stakeholders and County staff identified ten potential
priority recreation and resiliency projects within the
county. A public survey was hosted for two weeks
from October 28 to November 11, 2020 to determine
the opportunities with the greatest potential to
impact recreation and resilience in Mariposa County.

70%

Countywide
(Soft
Countywide
Multi-Use Multi-Use
(Soft Surface)
Trail
System Trail System
Surface)

SELECTION PROCESS

PRIORITY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS

01
02
03

countywide trail network | A comprehensive trail network
in Mariposa County would specify critical community connections,
natural surface trails, paved shared-use trails, and designated cycling
connections between key locations. The trail network project was
selected as a key opportunity to advance as part of this Plan based on
the community survey and feedback from the public through the Plan
process.

Mariposa Community Recreation Center | A newly
constructed recreation and community center project would be
a primarily indoor, year-round center in Mariposa, built with cobenefits in mind to enable the area to quickly respond to natural
hazards. A recreation center has been a priority project since the
completion of the 2007 Mariposa Regional Recreation Complex
Master Plan.

Integrating Wildfire Planning & Practices into
Recreation | Funding for risk reduction projects is expanded
when multiple objectives can be met. Recreation goals often align
with the goals of the County’s wildfire risk reduction projects on open
spaces, parks and trails. This priority project empowers recreation
decision-makers in the County to consider wildfire in planning efforts
and site design, increase awareness of related efforts, and increase
synergy for funding by layering funding from multiple sources.
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PRIORITY 01: COUNTYWIDE			
TRAIL NETWORK
The Countywide Trail
Network supports
connectivity among the
following trail typologies:
natural surface trails,
paved trails, and road
cycling routes.
The proposed comprehensive trail network specifies
critical community connections. The system includes
a network of natural surface trails, paved shareduse trails, and designated road cycling connections
between key locations.

Definitions
Natural Surface Trail | Natural surface
trails that can be designed for multiple users,
such as hikers, mountain bikers, and equestrians,
or can function as single-use trails. They function
as thoroughfares or tracks across land or snow,
used primarily for recreational purposes. Though
the primary use is often for a recreational user
experience, natural surface trails may also
provide a transportation link. (See Page 120)
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Shared-use Trail | A shared-use path is
part of a multi-modal transportation circulation
system while also supporting multiple recreation
opportunities. These paved, off-street biking
and walking paths are designed to serve nonmotorized travelers. Most shared-use paths in
the United States are constructed to provide
recreational opportunities, but some are also
intended to serve commuters. (See Page 122)

Bike Route | Bike routes are a shared
portions of the roadway that provide some
separation between motor vehicles and bicyclists.
This can take the form of a wide paved shoulder or
a buffered or painted bicycle lane. (See Page 123)

Barriers
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The Merced River Canyon separates
the communities in north county from
communities to the south. Comfortable
and safe trail crossings should be provided
at state highways and river canyons
to maximize user access to recreation
opportunities.
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Roads in Mariposa County are generally
low volume, with a countywide AADT
(average annual daily traffic) of 3,492
along the five state highways. Due to the
steep topography throughout much of
the county, roadways are winding and
have limited sight distances. Future bike
routes and pedestrian and bicyclist trails
should be aligned with low volume, low
speed roads where possible to ensure
user comfort, enjoyment, and safety.
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Barriers to trail connectivity in Mariposa
County include five state highways (SR 41,
SR 49, SR 120, SR 132, and SR 140), five
main river branches (Merced River; the
North and South Forks of the Merced River;
and the West, Middle, and East Forks of the
Chowchilla River); various lakes (including
Lake McClure); and steep topography with
poor soil stability.
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TRIP GENERATORS & ATTRACTORS
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Wawona

Fish
Camp

Catheys
Valley

A best practice in trail system
design is connecting residents to
key destinations such as grocery
stores, parks, schools, transit, and
trailheads. This map illustrates
where the concentration of these
trip generators and residential areas
are located to demonstrate where
future trails are needed and where
they will be most beneficial to the
community.

PROPOSED TRAIL SYSTEM EXPANSION
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PROPOSED TRAIL SYSTEM Expansion | Mariposa Enlargement
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Trail Opportunities

The following are important priority trails projects
for Mariposa County that are identified as part
of the proposed trail system expansion. Precise
alignments of the trails will require more detailed
analysis, design, and field verification, as well as
coordination with various agencies, land managers,
and stakeholders groups.
Mariposa Rim Trail
The Mariposa Rim Trail would provide nearly 9 miles
of trail directly connected to the town of Mariposa.
The trails alignment would also serve a dual purpose
as fuel break and portions of the trail a co-located
with currently planned Cal Fire fuel break projects.
The trail would also provide broader regional trail
connections, tying into the Mariposa Creek Parkway,
Stockton Creek Preserve, and Bear Creek Trail.
Mariposa Creek Parkway
The Mariposa Creek Parkway will be a nearly 4
mile linear park located along Mariposa Creek in
the town of Mariposa. It will function as an active
transportation resource, linking neighborhoods,
businesses, and tourist amenities, while conserving
and interpreting the distinctive beauty of the Sierra
foothill riparian landscape. The project is supported
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Evacuation Facility
Active Cal Fire Fuel
Break Project

Trail

Trailheads

Existing Natural

Road

Surface Trail
Proposed Natural
Surface Trail
Mariposa County
FAIRGROUNDS/
EVACUATION FACILITY

Schools

Proposed Cycling Route

Contour (20 ft intervals)
Waterbodies
Waterways

by the Caltrans Transportation Planning Grant Program and is
proposed to cost close to $8 million. The project’s 2019 Master Plan
guides the implementation of the recreational and civic amenity.
Bear Creek Trail
In 2013, the Friends of Bear Creek, Midpines partnered with
the National Parks Service’s Rivers, Trails, and Conservation
Assistance (RTCA) program to develop an assessment of the Bear
Creek Trail. Imagined as an 8-mile multi-use trail, the Bear Creek
Trail includes a southern segment from Mariposa County Park,
Midpines (Midpines Park) to the Yosemite Bug, and a northern
segment from the Yosemite Bug to Briceburg. The southern
segment is identified as a higher priority, for its comparative
feasibility and direct benefit to the residents of Midpines. The
terminus at Midpines Park provides an opportunity for communitydriven recreational programming, as well as parking, restrooms,
and other trailhead features. Additionally, with the rapid loss of the
area’s namesake pine trees due to the pine bark beetle infestation,
the trail and park provide opportunities for aligning strategies that
support vegetation management, reduce the risk of wildfire, and
promote community-driven recreation activities and programs.
Merced River Trail
The Merced River Trail is a multi-use trail that would follow
portions of the historic Yosemite Valley Railroad (YVRR) grade to
connect existing public lands within the river’s watershed. When
completed, the Merced River Trail would facilitate nearly 40 miles
of enhanced hiking, biking, horseback riding, kayaking, and
rafting experiences within the Merced River corridor. There are
currently nearly 17 miles of trail, while other sections will require
restoration and improved trail accessibility. Future trail segments
will establish regional non-motorized connections at the YVRR’s
historic downstream terminus in Merced.
Maxwell Creek Parkway
The growing popularity of the Mariposa Creek Parkway in
Mariposa suggests the potential for similar projects to be
successful elsewhere in Mariposa County. One such location
is Coulterville, where Maxwell Creek flows near the center of
the community. A non-motorized multi-use trail along Maxwell
Creek could provide both mobility and recreational benefits in
the Coulterville area, while supporting ecological restoration and

habitat enhancement objectives. To date little, if any, preliminary
planning or engagement work specific to this project has occurred,
and significant investigation and community dialogue will be
necessary to better understand its physical, cultural, and technical
parameters. Nonetheless, it serves as an opportunity to align
recreation and resiliency, and its merits should be studied further.
South Fork Merced River Ecological & Recreation
Zone
The southern branch of the Merced River, known locally as the
“South Fork,” is 43 miles long, and its drainage basin covers about
240 square miles, of which 131 square miles are mostly under
the jurisdiction of the Sierra National Forest in Mariposa County.
While the area is known for its steep canyons with oak woodlands,
chaparral, and open grasslands, it also has several forested high
peaks. A federally designated Wild and Scenic River flows through
the steep canyon, and is bounded by the South Fork Trail, a 20-mile
long path that connects Wawona to Highway 140. The westernmost
4 miles of this path is the Hites Cove Trail, widely known for its
spectacular springtime wildflower show and destination to the
site of an old gold mining town, now long gone. While other trails
exist in the area, they are at risk of disappearing due to lack of
maintenance coupled with recent natural events, including fires,
floods and wind-storms. This area is a focal point of grassroots
trail advocacy in Mariposa County. It offers many opportunities
for supporting access to existing public lands and for projects that
align recreation, education, and stewardship.
HERITAGE Trails
Several historic trail alignments exist throughout the county
and there is opportunity to sign and interpret them as the Pony
Express and El Camino Real. Development of historic trails
relating to indigenous travel routes would require consultation
and collaboration with tribal members. Several heritage trail
opportunities for Mariposa County include:
• Mariposa Road connecting Mariposa to Wawona and
Mariposa Grove
• Old Coulterville Road connecting into Yosemite
• Old Pioneer Trail
• Native American travel routes
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TYPOLOGY 1 | NATURAL SURFACE TRAILS
Max
pitch
10-15%

Tread
obstacles
<6 in.

Tread
width
4-6 Ft

General Considerations
Natural surface trails are often relatively narrow
and follow the terrain on which they fall. Though
the tread surface is often exclusively native material,
decomposed granite or pea gravel can be used
to supplement native fill, often in areas where
accessibility or slope may be of special concern.
Natural surface trails utilize limited signage. Signs
are often located only at trail junctions to direct
users to trail heads, parking, or trail connections.
Some trails may also use signs to mark named
trails for user reassurance. Additional signage
may include signs that communicate various rules
and regulations, interpretive signs, and signs for
resource protection.

Foothills
Condition
Signage At Junctions,
Trailheads and Access
Points

Resilience Considerations
Trail erosion can prove problematic but can be
mitigated with proper design. Trail design and
management can also help to address environmental
resource protection concerns such as trail closures
for wildlife or ecological restoration.

Bridge
Openings
<0.5 in.

Tread Native
Material

River Corridor
Condition
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Equestrian use along a natural
surface trail | Alison Young

Named trail signage at intervals
to reassure trail users

Determining User Types
Natural surface trails can be built to support
multi-use, single-use, or a mix of the two. User
types typically include hikers/runners, bikers, and
equestrians. While there are no set guidelines for
when a multi- or single-use approach to trail design
is most appropriate, anticipated use levels, terrain,
location, environmental considerations, and the
need for specialized or more technical trails are
all factors to consider when determining whether
multi- or single-use is appropriate and sustainable.
User expectations also play a role—users become less
tolerant of other user groups when trails feel crowded
or the user is seeking a more challenging experience
with few interruptions.
Where use levels are typically high, separate trails
for user groups is more common. In parks, shareduse is common when use levels are modest enough to
avoid conflict and the trails have good sight lines and
are designed for low speeds. In more remote regions
of the county, where use levels are lower and more
dispersed, hiking, horseback riding, and mountain
biking are routinely found to be acceptable on the
same trail.
When determining which trail type is appropriate,
land managers should gather local public input
and conduct site-specific evaluations of user group
needs. Multi-use trails accommodate different user
groups and are therefore typically less technical or
challenging in nature than single-use trails. The
adjacent diagram illustrates considerations that
suggest whether a trail should be shared- or singleuse.

Multi-Use Trails
Lower use levels with a more
extensive network of trails to
disperse use.
Trails are not specialized.
A broad cross-section of
users are accommodated.
Mixed Multi-Use and
Single-Use Trails
Moderate but manageable
use volumes.
Few day-to-day conflicts
between allowed uses.
Some sections of trail may
be more technical, but must
be suitable for all of the
allowed uses.

Single-Use Trails
Higher use levels and/or the
trail is specifically designed
to accommodate a higher skill
level of a select user group.
Certain uses may not be
appropriate given the
topographic, environmental,
or management conditions.
Figure 1.6: Determining Multi-Use vs Single-Use Trails
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TYPOLOGY 2 | SHARED -USE TRAILS
Maximum Slope 5%
Maximum Cross slope
2%

Interpretive
Signage
Demonstration
Gardens

Vertical Clearance Min. 8 Ft
Min. 7 Ft over shoulder.

Paved Trail Width
8-12 Ft; Center
Striping In High
Volume Areas

Speed Limit
10-15 MPH

Directional
Distance, Speed Limit
and Instructional
Signage

ADA Accessible Rest
Areas And Amenities

Parkway
Condition

Asphalt Trail
Width 8-12 Ft
Maximum Slope 5%

Resource and
Wildlife Protection
Signage

General Considerations 1
Shared-use trails are facilities with exclusive right
of way, with cross flows by vehicles minimized.
Shared-use trails are for the exclusive use of bicycles
and pedestrians, therefore must meet accessibility
requirements.
Robust signage is often used along shared-use trails.
Trails should have signs that are both directional
and distance oriented. These let users know the
direction to local or civic amenities as well as the
distance between milestones. A wider shoulder can
reduce bicycle conflicts with pedestrians. Where the
paved bike path width is wider than the minimum
required, the unpaved shoulder area may be reduced
proportionately. Additionally, if all or part of the
shoulder is paved with the same material as the bike
path, it should be delineated from the traveled way of
the bike path with an edgeline.
Resilience Considerations
Trails can also be used as a means of egress during
emergencies and be co-located with, or even explicitly
function as, shaded fuel breaks.
1

Signage At Junctions
To Neighborhood
Connections

Community
Connection
Condition
122 | From Vision to Implementation

Design Guidelines From Caltrans Highway Design Manual

Decomposed Granite
Shoulder 2.5-5 Ft
Speed Limit
20-30 MPH

Striped shared-use trail | Rural
Design Guide

Community connection tread
material varies | Michael Gordon

TYPOLOGY 3 | BIKE ROUTES
Paint At High
Conflict Areas

Bike Lane
Width Varies

Stiped
Buffer
18”-3’

Car Lane
Width Varies

Car Lane
Width Varies

Stiped
Buffer
18”-3’

Bike Lane
Width Varies

Class 2 Buffered Bike Lane

General Considerations
Design guidelines vary depending on type
classification. Details for designing various bike
routes can be found in the Caltrans Highway Design
Manual1. Class II bike lanes are established along
streets or corridors and are intended to delineate
the right of way assigned to bicyclists and motorists
and to provide for more predictable movements by
each. Class III bike routes are intended to provide
continuity and connectivity in the bikeway system
and are wide, marked shoulders along roadways.
Markings used on bike routes should be reflective.
The colors, width of lines, and all guidelines
pertaining to pavement markings - including
symbols, striping, or arrows - should reference the
California MUTCD, Section 9C.04 2
Resilience Considerations
Shoulder width can be increased to aid in emergency
evacuations or as fire breaks.

Bike Lane 5’-7’
Broken White Line

Car Lane
Width Varies

Car Lane
Width Varies

Bike Lane 5’-7’
Broken White Line

Class 2 Bike Lane

Multi-Use
Widened Shoulder

Car Lane
Width Varies

Car Lane
Width Varies

Multi-Use
Widened Shoulder

1 Caltrans Highway Design Manual Chapter 1000 Bicycle
Transportation Design
2

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009/part9/part9c.htm

A buffered bike lane in Long
Beach, California | Allan Crawford

A bike route along a roadway
shoulder | Central Coast Outdoors

Class 3 Bike Route with a Multi-Use Shoulder
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Signage Branding

Trail signage branding is an important element in
creating a recognizable, cohesive system of county
trails, parks, and open spaces. Typography, color,
and graphic standards for signage should follow the
recently published Mariposa County Style Guide.
Signage branding for Mariposa County is a unique
opportunity to blend the natural colors and textures
found in the county’s vast open spaces with the
county’s rich history. County trail signage also has
the opportunity to complement existing US Forest
Service and National Park Service signage, while still
maintaining a distinct character.
Aspects of branding and art are being investigated in
the Mariposa County Creative Placemaking Master
Plan. Recommendations from that document may
also be incorporated in a countywide trail signage
and wayfinding plan. Signage types to consider in a
signage branding package include:

Example trail signage design at Palo Corona Regional Park in Carmel Valley, California

• interpretive signage
• mile markers
• regulatory trail markers
• directional trail signage
• trailhead displays
• park entry signage

Mariposa County Style Guide color palette
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Example trail signage in Mammoth Lakes, California

Countywide Trail Network

Impact Potential Summary

A countywide trail network has an overall high
impact potential. Increasing trail connectivity is
currently one of the top trends in the country and
the region, with recent local examples such as San
Ramon and Placer County citing trail connectivity as
one of their top priorities. When asked about the level
of impact ten different potential projects in Mariposa
County would have, respondents in a online survey
rated trails projects as the top three most impactful
projects.

Resilience

52%

Community health and wellness

28%

60%

Recreation access and opportunities

15%

27%

12%

73%

Overall Average

20%

61%

0%

10%

Very Impactful

20%

30%

25%

40%

Somewhat Impactful

50%

60%

70%

80%

8%

12%

90%

100%

Not Really Impactful

THEME

Figure 1.7: Perceived impact of the countywide trail network

Park Lands
& Open Space

applicable goals

•

•

•

Advance an expanded
resilient parks and open
space system that evolves
with changing needs.
Design parks, open spaces
and the elements themselves
to complement the natural
environment and promote
exploration with year-round
comfort in mind.
Promote healthy lifestyles
and equitable access
to recreation where all
Mariposans feel welcome.

Recreation
& Activities

•

•

•

Promote recreational
opportunities that build
community and deepen our
connection to the landscape.
Provide new and maintain
existing facilities, amenities,
and programs to be
responsive to community
preferences.
Amplify the diverse voices
of Mariposa County through
art and cultural events
and spaces that support
gatherings and civic
engagement.

Trails &
Connectivity

•

•

•

Create a countywide
network of trails to foster
connectivity and promote
safer communities in
Mariposa County.
Strengthen the connection
between Mariposans and
the natural environment
through improved trails.
Foster discovery, use,
enjoyment, and stewardship
of trails.

Natural
Systems

•

•

•

Support the continuation of
Mariposa’s long history of
working lands.
Establish habitat
conservation and native
species biodiversity as
priorities in our recreation
investments.
Stimulate a sense of
wonder and stewardship
for Mariposa County’s
natural systems through
recreational spaces and
programs.

Figure 1.8: Goal alignment matrix
RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 125

PRIORITY 02: MARIPOSA
COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTER
Program List
A newly constructed
The County has facilitated community engagement to
recreation and community
identify programs that would most benefit Mariposa
County’s communities. Focus groups included high
center project would be a
school students through a walkability study and older
primarily indoor, year-round adults through the Rotary Club and other outreach
efforts. Programming at the recreation center would
center in Mariposa, built
need to balance existing programs at the Mariposa
with co-benefits in mind to
County Park with new programs, as well as traditional
active recreation center offerings with resiliency
enable the area to quickly
potential.
respond to natural hazards.
The center aligns with recommendations put forth
in both the 2018 Mariposa County Community
Health Assessment and previous Parks and
Recreation Master Plan. It would provide a range
of community-driven, multi-generational activities
and events, including an aquatic center and mixeduse community center. Programming would
support outdoor skills training for the backcountry,
bouldering, and climbing. Connections to the broader
recreation activities in Mariposa County would be
paramount while also supporting traditional uses.
The center would primarily be a place to support
Mariposa County’s communities and residents,
but would also serve as an economic driver as a
significant visitor attraction.

Mariposa Recreation Center Programs
• Multi-generational child and elder care and
social and recreational programs (e.g. day
camps, tai chi classes, etc.)
• Art and craft classes and gathering space
• Rock climbing and bouldering wall
• Regulation size swimming pool for swim meets
• Splash pad
• Meeting space and multi-purpose spaces to
support community, education and cultural
events and activities
• Daycare center
• Game room
• Multi-use gym
• Hiking trails
• Mountain biking trails
• Trail connections from the recreation center to
the Mariposa Creek Parkway
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• Community health, wellness and nutrition
sessions
• Community business and legal library with
council and mentorship
Resiliency Programs & Functions
• Workshops that engage residents in
emergency preparedness exercises
• Resilient infrastructure improvements and
installation tutorials
• Development of an energy hub to supply
temporary electricity to the community if
the local power grid goes down
• Connecting community members to
existing sources of aid and local community
programs
• Community education and training center
as well as small business development
assistance and mentorship
• Kitchen and community food preparation
and distribution
• Emergency assembly location and aid
distribution center
• Wildfire training facility

Residents Health and
Significant Visitor
Attraction
Physical activity is a primary benefit that a
community recreation center will provide for
residents of Mariposa County. Programming of
the center will endeavor to improve health and
quality of life for youth, seniors, and families.
Multi-generational recreation will be a focus in all
components of the center. A center would provide
indoor and outdoor amenities for individual and team
sports, there would be paths for jogging or walking
that connect to adjacent trails and destinations,
and additional indoor exercise facilities would help
prevent obesity and diabetes.

Complimentary benefits of the recreation center
would include cultural enrichment, environmental
education, and economic gains. Mariposa County
has a unique history which can continue through
programming and told through public art. Multipurpose facilities will support cultural recreation
key to the Mariposa community such as dance and
music programming. Public art will be strategically
located and employed as mosaics, murals, and
sculptures that reflect and celebrate the history and
diverse cultures of the region. Environmental design
techniques will be showcased through the center’s
design and resiliency program and functions to
support the County’s response to acute shocks and
long-term stressors.
The center will strive to serve the Mariposa
community first while also generating visitation
interest from surrounding areas. The recreation
center sited in Mariposa has the potential to provide
daily recreation opportunities to thousands of people.
65.3% of the county’s population would be able to
reach the site by car in 30 minutes or less; residents
of all of the county’s community planning study areas
would be able to reach the site a 60-minute drive or
less. The population who would use the recreation
center on a daily basis skews older, while “destination
users” who live within a one-hour drive of the site
tend to be much younger and diverse. New jobs could
be created to support the operation of the facility as
benefitting the surrounding community.
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Mariposa County
Vulnerability

The Recreation Center project has the potential
to serve severely disadvantaged communities—as
the County has a median household income below
$42,737 (60% of the statewide average).

Daily
Users

Destination
Users

(within a
30-Minute Drive)

(within a
60-Minute Drive)

Drive Time Analysis
Coulterville
Greeley Hill

11,948

El
Portal
Don
Pedro

Yosemite
Valley

Midpines

*

Snelling

FISH
CAMP

Atwater
MERCED

Bootjack
Mariposa
Catheys Valley
Hornitos

CHOWCHILLA
LEGEND
≤ 10 min drive time
≤ 30 min drive time

Note: Drive time analysis generated from ESRI (December 2020)

≤ 60 min drive time
County Boundaries

*

Proposed Site
Locations
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230,998

Total Population

Total Population

8.9%

42.2%

Percent
Hispanic/Latino

Percent
Hispanic/Latino

52.8

34

Median Age

Median Age

$53,441

$55,933

35.2%

10.3%

Median
Household
Income

Median
Household
Income

Households with
Disability

Households with
Disability

15.6%

17.8%

Unemployment
Rate

Unemployment
Rate

52

1,063

Households
without Vehicle

Households
without Vehicle

Best Practices for Resilient
Recreation Centers

Resilience recreation centers (or resiliency hubs) are neighborhood
centers designed to coordinate culturally sensitive, multilingual
services to better meet the needs of diverse groups of community
members. In addition to the day-to-day benefits, these centers can
provide a safe place for temporary shelter and relief during days of
extreme weather, or operate as centers for distributing necessities
such as food and multilingual information after disaster events
such as fires. Year-round, they can offer space and programming
for community-building efforts that increase resilience when
emergencies occur.
Created as partnerships between local governments and
nongovernmental organizations, community resilience hubs are
typically housed in trusted, community-managed facilities, such
as churches, civic centers, or designated resiliency centers. In the
near term, resilient recreation centers are designed to shift power
to local residents to identify and drive solutions to local challenges
such as wellness and emergency preparedness. In the long term,

resilient recreation centers hope to address the existing health
inequities that disasters highlight and exacerbate.
Resiliency hubs work best when there are strong relationships
between city agencies and community networks led by residents. In
case studies, hubs are most successful when there are strong, welldesigned engagement plans that include support services such as
language translation, food, and child care, which all can help hardto-reach populations overcome barriers to participation.

Three Service Modes 1

Resilient recreation centers are planned and designed around
three service modes: operations during normal use, operations
during periods of disruption, and operations during recovery.
These service modes help ensure that a range of five resiliency
areas are met. In addition, incorporating additional evacuation
sites in addition to preexisting ones (such as the Mariposa County
Fairgrounds and Mariposa-Yosemite Airport) is a best practice to
maintain flexibility and ensure that all needs can be met during
periods of disruption and recovery.

1 Resiliency hub service modes from the Urban Sustainability Directors Network, http://
resilience-hub.org/
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Normal Mode
Resilient hubs provide a home base for residents, businesses, and
organizations to gather for workshops, events, meals, and training
opportunities that benefit a range of community needs and create
a more vibrant and healthy place to live. Hubs function in normal
mode the majority of the time, meaning there are no hazards
present and all critical infrastructure is available and functioning
properly.
Disruption Mode
In the event of an emergency, Centers will switch from normal mode
into reacting and responding to the emergency and will enhance
operations to better support immediate community needs. Hubs
can ideally help reduce the need of emergency services and connect
residents and businesses with supplies, information, and support
during an emergency.
Recovery Mode
Resilience hubs can play a critical role in post-disruption
recovery and ongoing community needs. Hubs can act as centers
for resource deliveries and distribution, or act as places where
community members can access support or assistance for
complicated post-disruption processes such as filling out insurance
or relief forms. In recovery mode, hubs can even serve as locations
where the community can access support services for trauma
counseling, or central locations for people to gather to conduct
needs assessments, damage assessments, or collect data.

CASE STUDY:

Tuolumne County Resilience centers
Tuolumne County is embarking on the construction of two
resilience centers under the terms of the National Disaster
Resilience Competition. In Tuolumne, the resilience center
would be situated on land owned by the Tuolumne Band of
Me Wuk Indians and the Tribe would be an official partner
in the effort. The center will be geared toward providing
services to the youth, expanding economic development,
education, and serving as a shelter or gathering space
during an emergency.
The Groveland Community Resilience Center would be in
partnership with the Groveland Community Services District.
It would focus less on youth services, and more on senior
activities. It will include a small outside amphitheater and
walking path. In addition, large areas will be set aside for
things like staging, parking equipment, holding of evacuated
animals, and tent camping for emergency officials.
Each center would contain a lobby area, office space,
gathering room for up to 200 people, commercial kitchen,
bathrooms, one or two classrooms, and parking lots with
more than 200 spaces.

Six Resiliency Areas
1.

Programming: Services and community events

2. Infrastructure: Strengthening facilities
3. Power: Ensuring reliable backup power for communities
4. Communications: Communication tools during disaster
5. Operations: Ensuring personnel and processes are in place to
operate in all three service modes
6. Economic: Providing services to help communities withstand
and recover from shocks such as economic downturns or
natural disasters.
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Resilience Center Footprint: 12,000 SF (each)
Budget: $24 million

CASE STUDY:

Baltimore Resilience Hubs
The City of Baltimore is vulnerable to a range of natural
hazards, including coastal storms, sea-level rise, flooding,
extreme heat, and high winds. In 2014, the City’s Office of
Sustainability collaborated with civic groups and community
leaders to create a network of resilience hubs to help people
in climate-vulnerable areas cope with emergencies and
climate-related disasters. Baltimore has been a leader in the
process of implementing them since.
The hubs are centralized, trusted community organizations,
such as faith-based non-profits, that partner with the City
of Baltimore to provide essential resources. The City has
six existing hub locations and is selecting three additional
locations. The City provides supplies such as snow blowers,
shovels, medical supplies, charging stations, refrigerators,
and food/water in the event of natural disasters, though
exact services at each resilience hub relate to the
neighborhood’s specific needs. Certain locations also have
solar power and battery storage. Critical to the success of
the Baltimore resilience hubs was the active engagement of
community members throughout the development process.

CASE STUDY:

Minneapolis Resilience Hubs
Minneapolis’s Sustainability Office, Emergency
Preparedness Division, and the Environmental Services
Division have partnered with Little Earth of United Tribes,
a public housing program that gives preference for
Native American people. The City will apply the concept
of resilience hubs to the entire Little Earth community
in order to help residents better prepare for disasters.
City staff worked with the Little Earth community to
conduct workshops that engaged residents in emergency
preparedness exercises. The City also supported
development of specifications for energy efficiency
upgrades. Minneapolis also initiated a feasibility study to
look at installation of solar panels and battery backup to
supply temporary electricity if the local power grid goes
down during an emergency.
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Potential Sites

The County identified four potential
sites for a recreation center in
Mariposa and is evaluating the
opportunities and constraints of
each site. Mariposa proper was
selected as a suitable location for
the recreation center based on
walkability potential, though sites
outside the town were considered.
Information regarding the pros
and cons of each of the sites on the
following pages.

Potential
Mariposa
Rim Trail

49

STOCKTON
CREEK
PRESERVE

140

1

2

Overall, the preferred site location
is the Mariposa Creek Parkway
Phase IV Site (site number two).
This location is centrally located,
has adequate buildable land for
both the recreation facility building
and supporting outdoor recreation
amenities, and it can be connected
to the existing county park by the
Mariposa Creek Parkway.

Mariposa County High
School
Mariposa Elementary
School
Mariposa Courthouse

4

Potential
Mariposa
Rim Trail

140
49

LEGEND

1
2
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Field of Dreams Site

3

Mariposa Creek Parkway
Phase IV Site

3

Mariposa County Park Site

4

Mariposa County Schools Site

Mariposa Creek Parkway
Mariposa County Park
Mariposa Arts Park

Field of Dreams Site
• Size: 56 acres

Several sites with
developable area for rec
center building ranging
from ~51,000 SF to 290,000 SF

• Potential for new housing to be
built in the site’s vicinity in the
near future
• Site topography is hilly which
limits development opportunities
• Site doesn’t currently provide
reliable public transit and would
require a new shuttle stop or ondemand service

Mariposa
Rim Trail
Connection
to Stockton
Creek trails

• Site is not easy to walk or bike
to for the majority of residents in
Mariposa
• The site has high vulnerability
relating to wildfires

SITE ENTRY

Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase IV
Site (Preferred Site Location)
• Size: 185 acres
• Site topography includes gentle
slopes near central Mariposa that
are appropriate for developing
recreation center programs; a
portion of the site could can be
used for outdoor recreation and
additional lands can be part of
fuels reduction and wildfire risk
management strategies
• Site can link to the Mariposa Creek
Parkway and subsequently to the
existing county park as part of a
greenway/park system approach
• Site is within walking distance of
the High School; is near existing
and planned commercial, residential
and mixed-use development; and
anchors northwest Mariposa

Mariposa
Creek Parkway
Extension
Example Rec &
Aquatic center
Footprint*

Mariposa
Rim Trail

trails
opportunity on
steep hillside

~366,000 sf developable
area for rec center
building & Mixed Use
Development
* Recreation center sizing varies depending on programming needs. In 2018-2020, the majority of new community
recreation centers in the nation were 55,000 SF to 75,000 SF and include an aquatic area which can be 20,000 SF to
25,000 SF. The example footprint shown is approximatelyh 45,000 SF with portions of the building being two stories.
RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 133

Mariposa County Park Site
• Size: 69 acres
• Site is within walking distance to
schools and commercial areas, however,
steep grades make walking and biking
to the site difficult

~32,000 SF
developable
area for rec
center building

Mariposa
Rim Trail

• Site has shade, park amenities,
recreation facilities and a pool that are
highly used by residents
• Consolidating recreation facilities on one
site reduces operation costs
• Existing park facilities require
significant maintenance and program
improvements that could be coordinated
with a new recreation center
• Site has steep slopes that constrain
development opportunities; although
the site is the second largest, it has the
smallest amount of buildable area

Mariposa
Creek Parkway
Extension

existing
county park
with facilities

Mariposa County Schools Site
• Size: 2 acres
• Site is adjacent Mariposa County
High School and Elementary School
and could provide easy access to after
school programs for students and
promotes collaboration and sharing
of facilities with the school district

Mariposa
Rim Trail

• Site is centrally located within
Mariposa
• Site is small in scale and would likely
constrain the program to only include
indoor facilities and parking
• Outdoor recreation uses would likely
need to be accommodated on the
school sites and require partnership
agreements with the Mariposa
County Unified School District for use
of outdoor sports facilities
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~84,000 sf Flat site
suitable for rec
center building

trails
opportunity on
steep hillside

Sports fields/
courts shared
with Schools

Mariposa County Community Recreation Center

Impact Potential Summary

Residents have confirmed support for a recreation
center over the years, even completing a Master Plan
for a Regional Recreation Complex in 2007. In this
planning process, 54 percent of survey respondents
perceive the potential impact of a recreation center
will be very impactful on recreation access and
opportunities and 46% agree community health and
wellness would be greatly impacted. Additionally,
the goals developed through a public process as part
of this plan align with the potential outcomes of the
development of a Community Recreation Center.

Resilience

26%

Community health and wellness

42%

32%

48%

Recreation access and opportunities

40%

54%

Overall Average

37%

43%
0%

Very Impactful

10%

20%

13%

10%

40%
30%

40%

Somewhat Impactful

50%

60%

18%
70%

80%

90%

100%

Not Really Impactful

THEME

Figure 1.9: Perceived impact of the community recreation center

Park Lands
& Open Space

applicable goals

•

•

•

Advance an expanded
resilient parks and open
space system that evolves
with changing needs.
Design parks, open spaces
and the elements themselves
to complement the natural
environment and promote
exploration with year-round
comfort in mind.
Promote healthy lifestyles
and equitable access
to recreation where all
Mariposans feel welcome.

Recreation
& Activities

•

•

•

Promote recreational
opportunities that build
community and deepen our
connection to the landscape.
Provide new and maintain
existing facilities,
amenities, and programs to
be responsive to community
preferences.
Amplify the diverse voices
of Mariposa County through
art and cultural events
and spaces that support
gatherings and civic
engagement.

Trails &
Connectivity

•

•

•

Create a countywide network
of trails to foster connectivity
and promote safer
communities in Mariposa
County.
Strengthen the connection
between Mariposans and the
natural environment through
improved trails.
Foster discovery, use,
enjoyment, and stewardship
of trails.

Natural
Systems

•

•

•

Support the continuation of
Mariposa’s long history of
working lands.
Establish habitat
conservation and native
species biodiversity as
priorities in our recreation
investments.
Stimulate a sense of wonder
and stewardship for Mariposa
County’s natural systems
through recreational spaces
and programs.

Figure 1.10: Goal alignment matrix
RECREATION & RESILIENCY PLAN | 135

PRIORITY 03: INTEGRATING LOCAL
WILDFIRE PLANNING & BEST
PRACTICES INTO RECREATION
Mariposa County is releasing
a Community Wildfire
Protection Plan in 2021—
this plan will provide
recommendations to reduce
risk to wildfire.

wildfire risk to Mariposa communities

Wawona
Midpines
Coulterville
Fish Camp

Best practices from this section are provided to help
empower the county’s recreation decision-makers to
consider wildfire in planning efforts and site design
and expand awareness of related efforts. These
recommendations align with the recommendations
from the Mariposa County’s Community Wildfire
Protection Plan (CWPP) and the Midpines Strategic
Fuel Reduction Project. The CWPP will provide
recommendations to reduce risk to wildfire and
Midpines Strategic Fuel Reduction Project targets
wildfire risk reduction through endeavors like
vegetation management. Coordinating with other
planning recommendations and identified projects
can expand funding for risk reduction projects by
creating multi-benefit projects, coordinating project
outcomes, and layering funding from multiple sources.
Populated areas in Mariposa County
have, on average, greater risk than 98%
of counties in California.
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Greeley Hill
Jerseydale
Bootjack
Hornitos
Foresta
El Portal
Mariposa
Catheys Valley
Don Pedro
moderate
very High
high
Figure 1.11: Relative risk to communities within Mariposa County. Source: CWPP,
developed in collaboration with local and Cal Fire input

Relevant Plans and Their Importance

Recreation goals often align with the goals of wildfire risk reduction projects
on open spaces, parks, and trails. The following two plans are important for
designers and planners to be aware of and coordinate with when considering how
to reduce wildlife risk on recreation projects.

Mariposa County Community Wildfire Protection Plan
The Mariposa County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) functions
as the County’s principal document to prepare for wildfires, minimize negative
impacts, and achieve desired ecological outcomes. This plan serves as the
County’s primary reference for strategic wildfire planning and guides future
wildfire prevention and mitigation activities. The County is finalizing an update
to its CWPP. Implementation of the CWPP will focus on a range of local and
countywide activities, including supporting thirty-eight residential areas
identified in the CWPP as wildland urban interface (WUI) community groups.
Mariposa County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
The Mariposa County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) identifies local
hazards (climate change, drought, earthquake, flood, landslide, public safety
power shutoff, wildfire, and winter storm) and corresponding risk assessment
and mitigation strategies. The LHMP was last updated in 2020 and includes
recommended implementation measures to mitigate the county’s hazards. This
plan recommends wildfire mitigation actions such as public outreach, critical
facility fireproof coating, auxiliary power, WUI classification expansion policy,
defensible space enhancement program and structure ignition zone assessment
program. It also provides links to best practices, state and local plans to support
implementation.
Mariposa County Agricultural and Working Landscape
Conservation Plan
Though it does not exclusively engage with wildfire risk reduction, the Mariposa
County Agricultural and Working Landscape Conservation Plan (AWLCP)
relates to this Priority Area in several ways. In particular, one of the AWLCP’s
core components is evaluating the ecosystem services provided by the county’s
agricultural and working landscape lands, which account for nearly half of the
privately owned lands in Mariposa County. With technical support from the
California Department of Conservation’s TerraCount program, the AWLCP will
quantify the amount and value of a range of ecosystem services produced in these
landscapes. Services to be analyzed include the potential for conserved lands to
both reduce the impacts from catastrophic wildfire and extreme weather events,
and potentially support regional mobility, connectivity, and recreation objectives.
The AWLCP is expected to be completed in 2023.

CWPP GOALS
MARIPOSA COUNTY Community
Wildfire Protection Plan

1. Inclusivity. Reduce wildfire risk to the
County by identifying communities in the
wildland-urban interface and including
their needs in the planning process.
2. Safety. Improve public and first responder
safety through coordinated planning,
education, and response measures.
3. Adaptation. Reduce ignitability of
structures, critical infrastructure, and
other values at risk to minimize losses
and damage from wildfire and improve
local recovery.
4. Resilience. Increase resilience of the
environment to environmental shifts
anticipated from climate change through
innovative and long-term actions.
5. Collaboration. Provide an effective
framework for partners and agencies
to collaborate, leverage expertise,
and prioritize projects on a regularlyestablished schedule.
6. Action. Implement and track the CWPP
to leverage successes for funding
opportunities and resources.
7. Alignment. Align with other local,
county, state and federal plans to
reinforce mutually compatible wildfire
risk reduction goals.
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Considerations for future
recreation projects

The following set of considerations provides guidance
for identifying park and open space lands and
recreation projects that have the greatest potential
for aligning fire management objectives with other
recreation goals.

Project Location
Project location and identification of the components
of the that site require further evaluation and
analysis to support the recreation program and
wildfire resilience goals.

• Can the conditions of the site that contribute
to wildfire risk of adjacent properties be
effectively managed to reduce risk, while
still achieving the desired ecological,
aesthetic, and recreation objectives?
Consider long-term maintenance costs and
the availability of resources to ensure that
wildfire risk reduction strategies remain
effective into the future.
• Can adequate access to the site be
maintained to facilitate ongoing fire
management objectives? Consider access for
oversized vehicles, including fire response
and other large vehicles.

• Is the site part of current fire management
planning objectives? (see previous page for
Mariposa County CWPP goals)
• If not, is the site in a location and of a size
that can serve as an effective strategic
fuel break, or contribute to regional fire
management goals outlined in the CWPP, or
the LHMP?
Collaboration
Collaborate with land management and fire
management partners to determine if the site
can fulfill fire management objectives, as well as
ecological, recreation and aesthetic objectives.
• Are there additional opportunities to
integrate fire management planning
objectives and reduce exposure to wildfire
from direct sources to the site or project?
• Does the site represent a regionally
important ecosystem and/or specific flora
and fauna that can be effectively maintained,
or protected through fire management
objectives? Consider consulting existing
state resources such as the California
Department of Conservation’s Areas of
Conservation Emphasis (ACE) dataset to
make this determination.
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Figure 1.12: Mariposa County residents are predominantly
exposed to wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent
flammable vegetation.

Site Considerations
Ensure that site-specific fire management goals can
be reasonably achieved and evaluate the likelihood
of aligning and achieving the site-specific fire
management goals with the other general site goals.
• Are there facilities planned for the site? If so,
is there an opportunity to site the building
to create effective defensible space?
• Are trails planned for the site? If so, are
there opportunities to align trails to support
fuel breaks and/or fire suppression access?
• What are the specific ecological concerns
identified? Will they conflict with fire
management objectives, which typically
require alteration of the landscape and
habitat modification?
• What are the aesthetic goals of the site? Will
they conflict with fire management goals?

Project Location

1. Where is the potential park, open
space, or trail project located?
2. What components of the site require
further evaluation and analysis to
support the recreation program and
wildfire resilience goals?
3. What local plans are important to
be aware of?

Collaboration

1. Consult land and fire management
partners for expert advice.
2. Does the site have important fire
ecology or fire risk mitigation value?
• Identify relevant Cal Fire projects
or objectives for the site/area.
• Reference relevant plans like the
CWPP and the LHMP.

#1 ACTION
To Prepare for Wildfire

“Increase fuel management
activities to reduce hazardous
vegetation for protecting
communities”
Respondents to Mariposa County CWPP website in August 2020
ranked in order of importance the actions that Mariposa County should
take to help communities prepare for wildfire.

3. Define partners to ensure project
achieves fire management goals and
objectives for a resilient outcome.

Site Considerations

1. Incorporate fire management planning
into overall site planning process.
2. Incorporate ecological role of wildfire.
3. Define aesthetic considerations.

Key Steps for Projects
and Planners to
Integrate Local Wildfire
Planning and Best
Practices into Recreation
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Site plan considerations and
best management practices

Planning objectives for resilient parks and open
spaces requires carefully considered objectives that
balance both the role of fire in the ecological function
and the influence of fire on the aesthetics of a site.

Incorporating the ecological role of
fire
When planning ecological restoration or habitat
protection objectives for park lands, the natural
disturbance role of wildland fire should be considered
and incorporated to ensure a resilient ecosystem.
More specifically, considerations should include fire
history and the influences on fire with regards to the
appropriate flora and fauna. Key factors to consider:
• The historic Cal Fire regime, including the
frequency, intensity, and severity of fire.
• The desired or appropriate vertical and
horizontal vegetative structure.
• The desired mosaic of vegetation.
• Specific flora and fauna species response to
fire.
• The desired or appropriate species
composition.
Incorporating aesthetics
The aesthetic appeal of a park can also be greatly
influenced by the role of fire. The “natural”
disturbance role of fire may either conflict or align
with the aesthetic values of residents and park
users. For example, high intensity wildfires most
often result in land that appears “scorched” with
burnt standing dead trees. This may be ecologically
appropriate but may or may not align with the
residents’ aesthetic values. Conversely, residents may
desire a park that is densely vegetated, providing
screening, privacy, and shade; this may, however, not
be a condition that is ecologically appropriate.
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Key factors to consider are:
• Shading
• Landscape views
• Desired and appropriate flora and fauna
species and composition
• Visual screening
• Other human aesthetic values
Achieving Multiple Objectives
A site with a history of infrequent high intensity fires
is selected for a new park. It has a dense, established
forest and tall shrubs and grasses, meaning that
the current vegetation structure will support a high
intensity fire. The park program’s aesthetic objective
is to have a shaded, full tree canopy with clear view
corridors or sight lines at the ground level with some
shrubs or low vegetation. In this case, the ecological
role of fire could be incorporated, desired visual
conditions can be achieved, and wildfire risk can
be successfully managed through a combination of
mechanical vegetation management and prescribed
fire.
Strategies to Reduce Wildfire
Risk from Direct Sources
1

Reduce vegetation and use
wildfire-resistant materials in the
area around recreation facilities

2

Modify the building materials
and design features for wildfire
resistance.

3

Reduce ignitions from
campfires, debris burning,
vehicles, and other sources.

4

Stabilize and restore the
landscape following a wildfire
event.

Recreation and Wildfire Resiliency
Synergies

Two Common
Site-Scale Strategies

Recreation goals often align with the goals of wildfire risk reduction
projects on open spaces, parks, and trails. Design solutions have the
potential to achieve multiple objectives. Prescribed fire, vegetation
modification, grazing, or more often the combination of these tools into
the management objectives for parks, trails, and open spaces can allow
for flexibility in meeting both wildfire and aesthetic objectives. The use
of the appropriate tools, or the combination of the appropriate tools,
should be guided by the site’s fire history, current vegetative structure,
and ecological and aesthetic factors.

DEFENSIBLE SPACE
Mitigating the immediate surroundings around
a structure, also known as defensible space, is
also essential to improving a structure’s chance of
survival during a wildfire. Cal Fire delineates this
area into two zones:

Local Efforts Underway
The County is currently applying best management practices and site
plan considerations on the following ground-breaking and innovative
projects:

Zone 2, which extends 100 feet from buildings,
structures, and decks.

Midpines Forest Management & Strategic Fuels Reduction: The
Midpines Forest Management Plan was developed in 2011, and funding
through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) was sought to
implement the recommendations. The project involves almost 320 acres
of landscape modifications to mitigate the risk of wildfire. Treatments
will be conducted on both Merced Community College District and
County-owned lands. This local example shows how forest management,
recreation, and resilience can be intertwined. It addresses overgrown
vegetation and lowers wildfire hazard by reducing understory
fuel loads and forest thinning, while also creating recreational
opportunities such as hiking, hunting, and wildlife observation.
Prescribed Fire: The Mariposa County Community Wildfire
Protection Plan provides a list of actions that address wildfire
concerns in Mariposa County related to resilient landscapes, fireadapted communities, and safe and effective response. The action
plan includes promoting and educating communities on prescribed
fire. Establishment of a local Prescribed Fire Association is already
underway, and the county is looking toward new projects that may
include trainings, local prescribed burns, demonstration sites, and
outreach with local land owners. These projects can align with park
planning objectives seeking to reduce wildfire risk while restoring the
natural fire regime.

Zone 1 extends 30 feet from buildings, structures,
and decks.

Note that zone distances need to be extended
further when structures are located on slopes.

SHADED FUEL BREAKS
A shaded fuel break is an easily accessible strip
of land of varying width (depending on fuel and
terrain), in which fuel density is reduced, thus
improving fire control opportunities.
Constructing a shaded fuel break is the process of
selectively thinning and removing more flammable
understory vegetation while leaving the majority
of larger, more fire tolerant tree species in place.
A shaded fuel break is recommended as a means to
provide safe ingress and egress from the canyon in
the event of a fire emergency
Fuel breaks should provide quick, safer access to
defensive positions, so they should be necessarily
linked with road and trail systems.
Guidelines should be customized to local areas
by professional foresters experienced in wildfire
behavior and suppression tactics.
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Applicable Recreation zone Projects
The following tables illustrate how local wildfire
planning best practices can be incorporated into
recreation lands. Recommended projects for each of
the Recreation Zones are listed in coordination with
design or planning considerations that could reduce
wildfire risk or help the site align with countywide
wildfire planning efforts.

West County Zone Recommendations
THEMES
Park Lands
& Open Space

Recreation &
Activities

Trails &
Connectivity

Natural
Systems

Priority Projects

Wildfire Planning Considerations

Work with partners to increase the amount of protected lands
and additional trails.

Collaborate with land management and fire management
partners.

Equestrian center as a multiple use for the fairgrounds.

Create effective defensible space.

Enhance Cathey’s Valley Park with renovated equipment,
shade, and accessible paths. Consider opportunities to
integrate innovative play opportunities.

Maintain appropriate access to the site be to facilitate ongoing
fire management objectives.

Promote a bicycle touring loop with widened shoulders for
cyclists between Cathey’s Valley, Hornitos, Bear Valley, and
Mariposa.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

Explore opportunities and strategic partnerships to align
existing and future conservation easements on agricultural
lands with recreational uses such as trails.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

Pursue private/public/nonprofit partnerships that increase
access while preserving/increasing ecological and human
health.

Identify regionally important ecosystems and /or specific flora
and fauna that can be effectively maintained, or protected
through fire management objectives.

Convert the old Fremont School in Hornitos to support
outdoor education and recreation programming.

Create effective defensible space.
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Yosemite Zone Recommendations
THEMES
Recreation &
Activities

Trails &
Connectivity

Priority Projects

Wildfire Planning Considerations

Revitalize a “recreational campus” with maintenance of
existing facilities - tennis courts, pool, tot lot, soccer field - and
development of additional facilities at El Portal Park and Pool.

Create effective defensible space.

Implement the Merced River Trail to establish an appropriate
non-motorized recreational route in the watershed.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

Expand trails to connect Yosemite, Lake McClure, Mariposa,
and beyond.

Identify regionally important ecosystems and /or specific
flora and fauna that can be effectively maintained or protected
through fire management objectives.

Identify and designate a trail route to Wawona by using
existing dirt roads and improving roads where needed.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

Work with US Forest Service and local trail advocates to
enhance the trailhead and parking at South Fork Trail and
refurbish the trail.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

North County Zone Recommendations
THEMES

Recreation &
Activities

Trails &
Connectivity

Natural
Systems

Priority Projects

Wildfire Planning Considerations

Upgrade facilities at Red Cloud Park to accommodate
overnight camping.

Create effective defensible space.

Enhance Coulterville Park with amenities like picnic
areas, nature-themed playground improvements, and trail
connections to nearby proposed trails.

Maintain appropriate access to the site to facilitate ongoing fire
management objectives.

Increase miles of multi-use trails for pedestrians and cyclists.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

Expand upon existing mountain biking trail locations in the
Buck Meadows and Lake McClure areas.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

Create trail connectivity in Coulterville by creating a shareduse trail along Maxwell Creek.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

Coordinate with local land managers to enhance habitat
restoration and protection on existing parks and open spaces.

Identify regionally important ecosystems and /or specific flora
and fauna that can be effectively maintained, or protected
through fire management objectives.
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Central County Zone Recommendations
THEMES

Park Lands
& Open Space

Recreation &
Activities

Priority Projects
Identify opportunities to consolidate resources and
establish a larger regional park made up of series of parks
connected by greenways providing multiple functions.

Identify regionally important ecosystems and /or specific
flora and fauna that can be effectively maintained or protected
through fire management objectives.

Develop a community park to serve the residents in Ponderosa
Basin.

Maintain appropriate access to the site be to facilitate ongoing
fire management objectives.

Expand park facilities, amenities, and trail access at Midpines
Park.

Maintain appropriate access to the site be to facilitate ongoing
fire management objectives.

Expand Woodland Park into a complete active recreation site
with amenities like sports fields, pump track, and playground
improvements.

Maintain appropriate access to the site be to facilitate ongoing
fire management objectives.

Build Bear Creek Trail with connections to Midpines Park and
Mariposa Creek Parkway; create a trailhead at Midpines Park.

Align trails to support fuel breaks and/or fire suppression
access.

Complete land acquisitions for the Mariposa Creek Parkway.

Identify regionally important ecosystems and /or specific
flora and fauna that can be effectively maintained or protected
through fire management objectives.

Reintroduce cultural burning to restore critical outdoor
recreation areas, like the Mariposa Creek corridor.

Support fuel management objectives.

Trails &
Connectivity

Natural
Systems

Wildfire Planning Considerations
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Midpines Strategic Fuels Reduction and Recreation
Project

Impact Potential Summary

Throughout the planning process, the public made
clear wildfire is of great concern. Participants in
the community forum identified natural events like
wildfire as a top disturbance that the County faces.
Integrating wildfire into decision-making around
parks, trails and open spaces was confirmed to have
a high impact potential in the community survey
and identified as one of the top three most impactful
projects. Furthermore, this priority project aligns
with the goals supported by this Plan.

Resilience

66%

Community health and wellness

26%

47%

Recreation access and opportunities

39%

45%

Overall Average

Very Impactful

10%

20%

30%

11%

26%

53%
0%

3%

18%

30%
40%

Somewhat Impactful

50%

60%

70%

11%
80%

90%

100%

Not Really Impactful

THEME

Figure 1.13: Perceived impact of the Midpines project

Park Lands
& Open Space

applicable goals

•

•

•

Advance an expanded
resilient parks and open
space system that evolves
with changing needs.
Design parks, open spaces
and the elements themselves
to complement the natural
environment and promote
exploration with year-round
comfort in mind.
Promote healthy lifestyles
and equitable access
to recreation where all
Mariposans feel welcome.

Recreation
& Activities

•

•

•

Promote recreational
opportunities that build
community and deepen our
connection to the landscape.
Provide new and maintain
existing facilities, amenities,
and programs to be
responsive to community
preferences.
Amplify the diverse voices
of Mariposa County through
art and cultural events
and spaces that support
gatherings and civic
engagement.

Trails &
Connectivity

•

•

•

Create a countywide network
of trails to foster connectivity
and promote safer
communities in Mariposa
County.
Strengthen the connection
between Mariposans and the
natural environment through
improved trails.
Foster discovery, use,
enjoyment, and stewardship
of trails.

Natural
Systems

•

•

•

Support the continuation of
Mariposa’s long history of
working lands.
Establish habitat
conservation and native
species biodiversity as
priorities in our recreation
investments.
Stimulate a sense of
wonder and stewardship
for Mariposa County’s
natural systems through
recreational spaces and
programs.

Figure 1.14: Goal alignment matrix
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06
MONITORING
& FUNDING

“The master plan
development process
brought everyone
together to contribute
to a bigger, shared
idea... But the
process is not over
and it is everyone’s
responsibility to take
ownership of the next
steps towards making
it happen. Now, its
legacy can only thrive
as a result of civic
commitment and action.”
— Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan
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TRACKING PROGRESS
Specific recommendations for the four Recreation
zones of Mariposa County reflect the needs and
opportunities of each given their respective size,
population distribution, land ownership, and level
of service. To mobilize these priority projects,
partnerships will be key. Metrics must be established
to monitor the success of each outcome.

The following tables reaffirm the Recreation Zone
recommendations and their alignment with the goals
and strategies of this Plan. The tables also serve to
track progress by providing an anticipated timeframe,
partners, and metrics to target. Timeframes on the
tables are outlined as ongoing, annually, short-term
(within 5 years), and long-term (within 20 years).

Timeframe

Related goals &
strategies

Develop mini parks to serve the residents of Wawona,
Yosemite West, and Fish Camp.

Long-term

P1, P2, P3, R1, R2

NPS, County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

# of parks added

Develop a mini-park/tourist wayside in Yosemite South.

Short-term

P1, P2, P3, R1, R2

NPS, County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

New park
constructed

Revitalize a “recreational campus” with maintenance
of existing facilities - tennis courts, pool, tot lot, soccer
field - and development of additional facilities at El
Portal Park and Pool.

Short-term

P1, P2, R1, R2

NPS, County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

# of activities
supported

Designate additional snow play areas.

Short-term

P2, R1, R2

Caltrans, County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

# of areas designated

Promote awareness of events, park access, and
recreation opportunities for Mariposa County
residents.

Annually

R1

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

# of people aware
increases

Implement the Merced River Trail to establish
an appropriate non-motorized connection in the
watershed.

Long-term

T1, T2, T3, N3

NPS, USFS, Mariposa Trails

Miles of trail increased
and trailheads added

Expand trails to connect Yosemite, Lake McClure,
Mariposa, and beyond.

Long-term

T1, T2, T3

NPS, USFS, BLM, Merced River Trail Working
Group, Mariposa Trails

Miles of trail increased
and trailheads added

Connect a trail to Wawona on existing dirt roads.

Long-term

T1, T2, T3, N3

NPS, USFS, BLM, Mariposa Trails, County
Planning

Miles of trail increased

Work with US Forest Service and local trail advocates
to enhance the trailhead and parking at South Fork
Trail and refurbish the trail.

Short-term

T1, T2, T3

USFS, private landowners

# of parking spaces
added

NPS

# of collaboration
opportunities

Yosemite Zone

Partners

Tracking
Progress

Park Lands and Open Space

Recreation and Activities

Trails and Connectivity

Natural Systems
Formalize memorandums of understanding with NPS
about collaborative interpretive opportunities.
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Short-term

North County Zone

Timeframe

Related goals
& strategies

Partners

Metric

Park Lands and Open Space
Increase awareness of opportunities for recreation at the
area’s reservoirs through mapping and promoting access
points.

Long-term

P2, P3, R1, R2, N3

MID, LDPOA, County Planning

# of people aware
increases

Evaluate a suitable location and develop a disc golf
course.

Short-term

P1, P2, P3, R1, R2,
R3

LDPOA, County Planning, County Parks &
Rec.

Location selected

Upgrade facilities at Red Cloud Park to accommodate
overnight camping.

Short-term

P1, P2, P3, R1, R2,
R3, N3

County Planning, County Parks & Rec.

# of overnight
campers
accommodated

Increase visibility of recreational offerings at Don Pedro’s
parks through signage.

Short-term

P1, R1, R2, R3

LDPOA, Tuolumne County, Mariposa County
Planning, County Parks & Rec.

# of signs

Enhance Coulterville Park with amenities like picnic
areas, nature-themed playground improvements, and
trail connections to nearby proposed trails.

Long-term

P2, R1, R2

County Planning, County Parks & Rec.

New amenities
constructed

Increase awareness of trails by mapping and promoting
publicly accessible trails.

Annually

P1, T1, T2, T3, N3

Mariposa Trails, Merced River Trail Working
Group, USFS, BLM, NPS, SFC, private
landowners

# of people aware
increases

Increase miles of multi-use trails for pedestrians and
cyclists.

Long-term

T1, T2, T3

Mariposa Trails, County Planning, County
Parks & Rec., private landowners, USFS, BLM,
NPS, Williamson Act landowners

Miles of trail
increased

Expand upon existing mountain biking trail locations in
the Buck Meadows and Lake McClure areas.

Long-term

P1, T1, T2, T3, N3

Mariposa Trails, MID, USFS, BLM, LDPOA,
Williamson Act landowners

Miles of trail
increased and
trailheads added

Create trail connectivity in Coulterville by creating a
shared-use trail along Maxwell Creek

Short-term

P1, T1, T2, T3, N3

USFS, BLM, Williamson Act landowners,
private landowners, Mariposa County
Planning, County Parks & Rec.

Miles of trail
increased and
trailheads added

Generate seed money to support the formation of an
interpretive program and nonprofit foundation for
development at Bower Cave.

Long-term

P2, P3, R1, R3, N3

County Planning, County Parks & Rec., USFS,
Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation

$ raised

Coordinate with local land managers to enhance habitat
restoration and protection on existing parks and open
spaces.

Annually

N1, N2, N3

SFC, MID, USFS, BLM, NPS, County Planning,
County Parks & Rec.

# of acres restored
and protected

Make the first responders online mapping and address
resources available to all residents.

Annually

N3

Cal Fire, County Fire Department, County
Planning

Information digitized
and annually updated

Recreation and Activities

Trails and Connectivity

Natural Systems
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West County Zone

Timeframe

Related goals
& strategies

PARTNERS

METRIC

Park Lands and Open Space
Investigate potential to expand access for recreation on
open rangelands.

Long-term

P1, P3, R1, R2, T1,
T3, N1, N3

Williamson Act landowners, County
Planning, SALC and TerraCount programs,
County Parks and Rec.

# acres of publicly
accessible
rangelands

Work with partners to increase the amount of protected
lands and additional trails.

Long-term

P1, P2, P3

Williamson Act landowners, County
Planning, County Parks and Rec., USFS,
BLM

# of partnerships

Equestrian center as a multiple use for the fairgrounds.

Ongoing

R2, R3, N1

Mariposa County Fair Board, County
Planning, County Parks and Rec.

Equestrian
activities supported

Identify/clarify parking areas for Hornitos Park;
consider shared parking opportunities.

Short-term

P1, P2, R1, R2

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.,
private landowners

# of parking spaces
added

Enhance Cathey’s Valley Park with renovated
equipment, shade, and accessible paths. Consider
opportunities to integrate innovative play
opportunities.

Short-term

P2, P3, R2, T2

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

New amenities
constructed

Safety measure
implemented and
miles of cycling
routes promoted

Recreation and Activities

Trails and Connectivity
Promote a bicycle touring loop with widened shoulders
for cyclists between Cathey’s Valley, Hornitos, Bear
Valley, and Mariposa.

Short-term

T1, T2

Caltrans, County Public Works, County
Planning

Promote a network of equestrian trails and routes
though mapping and improve parking at trailheads for
horse trailers.

Short-term

T1, T3, R2

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.,
Mariposa Trails

Miles of trail increased
and trailheads added

Explore opportunities and strategic partnerships to
align existing and future conservation easements on
agricultural lands with recreational uses such as trails.

Short-term

T1, T2, T3, N1, N2

Williamson Act landowners, County
Planning, County Parks and Rec., Mariposa
Trails

# Easements that
support trail
connectivity

Support efforts that conserve Williamson Act lands.

Annually

N1, N2

Williamson Act landowners, County
Planning, SALC and TerraCount programs

# acres conserved

Pursue private/public/nonprofit partnerships
that increase access while preserving/increasing
ecological and human health.

Short-term

N2, N3

Williamson Act landowners, County
Planning, County Parks and Rec., BLM, SFC

# of partnerships

Convert the old Fremont School in Hornitos to support
outdoor education and recreation programming.

Long-term

P1, P2, N2

County School District, County Parks and
Rec., County Planning

# of programs
supported

Natural Systems
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Timeframe

Related goals
& strategies

Identify opportunities to consolidate resources and establish a larger
regional park made up of series of parks connected by greenways
providing multiple functions.

Short-term

P1, P2, P3, R1,
R2, T1, T2

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

Annually Compete for
funds

Acquire and develop neighborhood parks in smaller communities.

Long-term

P1, R1, R2

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

# of parks added

Plan a civic plaza/park in conjunction with future development
surrounding the Mariposa Courthouse.

Long-term

P1, P3, R2

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

New plaza constructed

Develop a community park to serve the residents in Ponderosa Basin.

Long-term

P1, P3, R1, R2,
R3

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

New park constructed

Expand park facilities, amenities, and trail access at Midpines Park.

Short-term

P1, P2, P3

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

New amenities
constructed

Expand access to indoor recreational spaces for residents of all
ages and co-locate activities such as senior recreation programs,
vocational training, art programs, and teaching.

Ongoing

R1, R3, P2

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.,
County Public Health

# of programs
supported

Expand Woodland Park into a complete active recreation site
with amenities like sports fields, pump track, and playground
improvements.

Short-term

P1, R1, R2

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

New amenities
constructed

Increase access to restrooms and plan for maintenance.

Short-term

R2

County Public Works and Parks and Rec.

# of restrooms

Continue cooperative work on recreational programming for the
park/tourist rest area near the Mariposa Museum and History
Center.

Short-term

R2, R3

Mariposa Museum and History Center, County
Planning

# of programs
supported

Increase opportunities for senior recreation by developing bocce ball
courts, pickleball courts, and accessible trails.

Short-term

P2, R2, R3, T1

County Community Services, County Parks and
Rec.

# of activities
supported

Designate safe bicycle routes in community centers.

Short-term

T1, T3

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.

Miles of trail
designated

Build Bear Creek Trail with connections to Midpines Park and
Mariposa Creek Parkway; create a trailhead at Midpines Park.

Long-term

T1, T2, T3

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.,
private landowners, SFC

Miles of trail increased
and trailheads added

Complete land acquisitions for the Mariposa Creek Parkway.

Ongoing

T1, T2, T3, N2,
N3

County Planning

# acres acquired

Enhance connectivity within town centers with more sidewalks on
state highways to access destinations and existing trails.

Long-term

T1, T2, T3, N2,
N3

Caltrans, County Planning, County Public Works

Miles of sidewalks
added

Implement ecology-based programs at the Hites Cove Trail, including
programming related to newts and wildflowers.

Long-term

P2, P3, R1, R2,
T3, N3

Introduce cultural burning along the Creek Parkway and other areas
in the region.

Annually

R3, N1, N2, N3

Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation, Cal Fire, County
Fire Department, County Planning

#acres burned

Develop signage and commission installations to support
appreciation, education, and use of natural areas.

Short-term

N3

County Planning, County Parks and Rec.,
Mariposa Arts Council

# of signs installed

Create a regional nature center at the County Middle School.

Long-term

N3

County School District, County Planning,
County Parks and Rec.

New center constructed

Increase educational installations that build appreciation for the
geological, biological, and human connections here now and over
time.

Long-term

N2, N3

County School District, County Planning,
County Parks and Rec.

# of installations

Central County Zone

Partners

Tracking
Progress

Park Lands and Open Space

Recreation and Activities

Trails and Connectivity

# of programs

Natural Systems
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POTENTIAL MECHANISMS
FOR FUNDING
The goals, guiding policies,
and actions envisioned
within this Plan represent
an innovative recrafting of recreational
opportunities to achieve
a more vibrant economy
while adapting to climate
challenges.
The plan reflects the desire of the residents of
Mariposa County to have and maintain high quality
parks, trails and recreation facilities for use by a
growing base of residents and visitors alike. The plan
represents a desire to leverage federal assets and
visitors to distribute recreational opportunity across
a broader landscape, and acknowledges growing
populations in neighboring central valley counties.
Finally the plan is designed to accommodate the
diverse needs of a new generation of recreational
users. This desire for quality recreational
opportunities attracts people to live, work and play
in Mariposa County, and provides a drive to enhance
and preserve the historic and rural character of the
community.
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A planning effort for the Merced River Trail is currently underway. | Image from California Wilderness Coalition

Here the Plan identifies potential funding mechanisms and options that can
address future cost of development and operations. The successful implementation
of the Plan is contingent upon some limited acquisition of land and rights of way,
improvement of existing facilities, as well as funding for development, operations,
and maintenance of the new facilities. An aggressive and smart campaign
combining multiple sources of funding will be required to maximize funds to
fulfill the objectives of the Plan.
The challenge for the County will be continuing to use available funding sources
and regulatory tools while developing new and creative methods for financing the
planned improvements and facilities. Fortunately, while the County is continuing
to use existing funding sources and regulatory policy, there are significant
opportunities to scale up funding sources to meet the goals of the Plan. Financing
strategies, like the Plan, should remain flexible to respond to the changing
statutory requirements and opportunities that will impact sources of funding
over time. This will require closely monitoring the changes and being prepared in
advance to seize new opportunities.

Funding Mechanisms

Currently funds from a variety of sources, including
the County’s General Fund, grant funds, and
impact fee funds have been allocated for capital
improvements for various park and recreation facility
upgrades, renovations and developments. Many of
those existing commitments could be re-examined
to determine if new opportunities exist. Programs to
review or consider are described in further.

Quimby Act Fees
The Quimby Act provides for dedication of land
and/or payment of fees in lieu of land dedication.
California State Law requires through the Quimby
Act that a residential developer dedicate 5 acres of
parkland for every 1,000 people that are added to a
community through new residential development.
The Quimby Act provides that the agency responsible
for parks may accept money in-lieu of actual park
acreage, or a combination of park acreage and inlieu fees equivalent to 5 acres of land per thousand
population. These park impact fees are based on the
total number of new residential units built. Recent
changes in real estate valuation may have created
and opportunity to update these fees.
Park Impact Fees
California Law (Mitigation Fee Act: California
Government Code, Title 7, Chapter 5, Section 66000)
allows the imposition of a development mitigation
fees. The County’s existing schedule of development
mitigation fees should be re-examined to determine if
there is sufficient rationale for adjusting the portion
of mitigation fees dedicated to parks and recreation.
Development Agreements
The County can seek to acquire land or funds for
the improvement of recreational facilities through
development agreements with new developers. With
a development agreement the public agency agrees
to freeze its current zoning and land use regulations

on the subject property protecting the developer
from changes in zoning or land use regulation in
exchange for a dedication of land or funds in excess
of the current Quimby or Mitigation Fee Act.
California Environmental Quality Act
Mitigation
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
requires that the environmental impact of new
development be mitigated whenever feasible. If
a new development will cause impacts on parks
facilities that are not adequately mitigated additional
mitigation can be required. This mitigation can be
satisfied with the payment of fees, dedications of land
or rights of way, or the improvement of existing park
facilities.
Community Development Block Grants
Although many jurisdictions are used to using
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG),
administered by the US Department of Housing
and Community Development, for community
infrastructure, traditionally many jurisdictions
think of CDBG as a funding mechanism for housing
or water infrastructure. Included within its more
than 25 statutorily allowed uses is parks and trails
infrastructure.
General Obligation Bonds
Bonds, which are sold to investors and repaid by the
local government over a period of time, are a way to
turn a revenue stream into ready capital that can
be used for the acquisition or improvement of parks.
There are two kinds of bonds: (1) general obligation
bonds that are secured by the full faith and credit
of the agency issuing the bonds and which are paid
off by an increase in the ad valorem property tax
and (2) limited obligation bonds that are secured
by a particular revenue source, often a special tax
or assessment. Cities, counties, and some special
districts can issue bonds. General obligation bonds
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must be approved by two-thirds of the electorate.
The approval required for limited obligation bonds
varies based on the statutory basis for the bonds and
the source of revenue supporting the bonds. If the
revenue source is a tax, approval by two-thirds of
electorate may be required. If the revenue source is
an assessment or a fee, then the parties subject to the
assessment or fee must approve.
Special Taxes
A special tax provides a relatively consistent and
secure stream of revenue. This revenue stream can
be used for operations and maintenance as well as to
secure bonds that raise capital for park acquisition
or improvements. The following are descriptions of
public financing measures that could potentially be
used by Mariposa County.
• Parcel taxes: Special taxes for parks are
commonly imposed as parcel taxes, which
are imposed on property owners and
collected along with property taxes by a
county. Parcel taxes are often imposed
through the creation of a community
facilities district under the Mello-Roos
Community Facilities Act of 1982 (the MelloRoos Act). Any local agency that has the
power to expend funds for park purposes
can create a community facilities district
under the Mello-Roos Act and then, subject
to voter approval, impose a special tax on
parcels within the district. A regional park
district can also impose a parcel tax under
the Regional Park District Act. A parcel
tax created under the Mello-Roos Act can
be tailored to fit the needs and political
realities of a community, with the amount
of the tax varying based on the use of
the parcel of land, the size of a parcel, or
any other distinction for which there is a
reasonable basis for varying the application
of the tax. Mello-Roos Act funds can also be
used for multiple community purposes under
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a single parcel tax measure, for example
parks and wildfire mitigation and climate
resilience.
• Transaction and Use Taxes: A transaction
and use tax is essentially a sales tax that
can be imposed by a city or county for local
purposes, such as parks, recreation, and
open space. A transaction and use tax
is collected along with sales tax by the
California State Board of Equalization. It
is applied essentially the same way as a
sales tax, calculated according to the sale
price of a taxable item and applied when
the item is put into use. A two-thirds vote
of the city council or board of supervisors
is required to put a transaction and use
tax on the ballot; if it is for park purposes,
it is considered a special tax, which must
be approved by two-thirds of the voters.
The rate of the tax must be in multiples of
0.125 percent, and the combined rate of all
transaction and use taxes in a city cannot
exceed 2 percent. The revenues can be used
for any park purposes, including operations
and maintenance. If capital is needed for
park acquisition or improvements, the
revenue stream can be used to secure bonds.
• Transient Occupancy Tax: Transient
Occupancy Tax (TOT) is levied by
local governments on users of lodging
accommodations including short-term
rentals. The tax, authorized under California
Revenue and Taxation Section 7280, was
originally designed to compensate local
governments for the increases public
service costs incurred to serve local tourists.
Section 7280 authorizes counties to tax
lodging stays of 30 days or less. Lodging
includes hotels, motels, inns and short-term
rentals in private homes (Airbnb, VRBO,
etc.) TOT is a steady source of general fund
monies to counties, particularly in tourist
areas like Mariposa County.

Grant Funding Opportunities

Transient Occupancy Tax in
Mariposa County
In 2018, Mariposa County approved Measure M increasing its TOT from
10% to 12%. Although Measure M was a General Tax with a 50% voter
approval threshold, the additional 2% increase was primarily intended
to serve fire response and prevention needs. Two of the other stated
Measure M purposes were open space preservation and business
development. Considering the centrality of recreation to the local
economy, the County could opt to dedicate a portion of its existing TOT
to recreation development and management, and use it to populate a
special fund that could be used to leverage other state, federal and
private grant opportunities, which often require a local match.
The other option the County could consider would be increasing the
TOT tax and dedicating the increased portion to parks and recreation,
or dedicating a portion of the existing TOT. This option would be
considered a Special Tax and require a 2/3 vote.
At 12% Mariposa County’s TOT is roughly equal to or below most
other tourist destinations within the Sierra Nevada (Truckee: 13.25%,
North Lake Tahoe: 10%, South Lake Tahoe: 12% & 14% for shortterm rentals, Mammoth Lakes: 13%) and slightly below many other
California tourist destinations (San Francisco, central coastal counties
expect San Luis Obispo, and most urban destinations). Each 1%
increase in TOT on Mariposa County would generate approximately
$1.5 million per year in revenue.
Each option has strengths and weaknesses, but temporarily dedicating
a portion of the existing TOT to a special fund in order to build a
matching fund to leverage grant funds would be the easiest option,
since it would only require an action of the Board of Supervisors. The
downside of this strategy is that the revenue would be very unlikely
to be able to be bonded against since it is not permanently dedicated.

There are a wide variety of federal and state grant
programs managed by a wide variety of agencies. To
manage participation in these programs it is often
necessary to develop staff capacity to monitor, track
and apply for these programs. Jurisdictions that have
consistently maintained this capacity have had a very
high return on investment compared to staff costs.

Federal Grant Funding Programs
Federal funding sources for parks and recreation
have been highly competitive and poorly funded
over the last 20 years. With the passage of the Great
American Outdoors Act (GAOA) in 2020, two decades
of downward pressure on federal budgets as the
federal cost of wildland firefighting has increased
was reversed. The GAOA increases federal funding
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund
(LWCF) to a permanent allocation of $900 million per
year, up from an average of less than $200 million per
year over the past 10 years. In addition it allocates
$1.9 billion per year for 5 years to the backlog of
maintenance required on America’s nation parks.
Although the Land and Water Conservation Fund is
thought of primarily as a source of funding for land
acquisition, the fund has been a significant source
of funding for local parks and recreation. Since
1965 over 1,000 parks in California have either been
acquired or improved using LWCF funds. In addition
there are several grant programs funded through
other budget sources. A small sample of the types
of programs funded through these grant programs
include:
• Land and Water Conservation Fund,
California Department of Parks and
Recreation
• Federal Land Access Program, Federal
Highway Administration
• NPS Challenge Cost Share Program,
National Park Service
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• NPS Rivers, Trails and Conservation
Assistance Program, National Park Service
• Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage
Development Program, US Department of
Transportation
• Non Motorized Safety Grant Program,
National Highway Safety Traffic Safety
• Transportation Alternatives, (federal block
grant program to state departments of
transportation), Caltrans
• Recreational Trails Program, (federal block
grant program to state departments of
transportation), Caltrans
State Grant Opportunities
Many state grant funding programs for parks
and recreation are funded through state general
obligation bond measures. Over the past 20 years
California has passed more than $20 billion in
general obligation bonds focused on natural
resources protection and parks and recreation, the
most recent being the 2018 $4.7 billion Proposition
68 or “Parks, Environment and Water Bond Act of
2018.” In the current California legislative session
multiple proposals for a 2022 California Climate
Bond, which would contain significant components of
parks and recreation funding, have been introduced
or are in draft form, ranging between $4 billion and
$10 billion.
A small sample of the types of programs funded
through these grant programs include:
• Recreational Trails and Greenways Program,
California Natural Resources Agency
• Statewide Parks Program, California
Department of Parks and Recreation
• Regional Parks Program, California
Department of Parks and Recreation
• Rural Recreation and Tourism Program,
California Department of Parks and
Recreation
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• Statewide Park Development and Revitalization
Program, California Department of Parks and
Recreation
• Vibrant Recreation and Tourism Directed Grant
Program, Sierra Nevada Conservancy
• Public Access Program, Wildlife Conservation
Board
The State of California Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) Office of Grants and Local Services funds
projects through Rural Recreation & Tourism Program
(RRT) and Regional Park Program (RPP) that provide
for the health, inspiration, and education of the people of
California by helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary
biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and
cultural resources, and creating opportunities for highquality outdoor recreation. Project prioritized in this plan
for Mariposa County are encouraged to leverage these
funds to support recreation opportunities.

Financing Structure for
Mariposa County

Each type of financing structure has its own advantages
and disadvantages relative to the specific type of project
and available resources. In the past, Mariposa County has
either utilized, or considered, many of the above sources.
At the time funding is identified, consideration should
be given to financing projects by using a combination
of various statutes and financing structures. Financing
methods requiring voter approval must be planned far
in advance to ensure sufficient time to mount a public
information and voter campaign for successful passage of
funding options.
An effective funding strategy will include investing in
planning and grant writing and management capacity,
developing the tools to tell your story effectively, using
data and evidence to both make your case and measure
progress, being proactive about creating match funding
to increase likelihood of receiving grants, and effective
collaboration with state and federal agencies.

Rural Recreation and
Tourism Program
Rural Recreation and Tourism Program (RRT) competitive
grants will create new recreation features in support of
economic, tourism, and health related goals.

Regional Park Program
Regional Park Program (RPP) competitive grants will
create, expand, and improve regional Parks. The new
recreation features will offer nature appreciation, or
athletic activities, historical or cultural enrichment, or
other recreational activities in an open space area.

• To qualify, project sites must be in a county
with a population below 500,000 people, and, in
a city/town/census designated place that has a
population below 50,000 people.

• To qualify, projects will create at least one new
recreation feature that attracts visitors from at
least a 20-mile radius or countywide population to
a regional park.

• Competitive projects will also attract out of town
visitors.

• Competitive projects will include the creation or
extension of a multi-use trail.

• No Match is required if the project site’s area has
a median household income of $56,982 or less
according to the Community FactFinder.

• The combined total cost of the proposed recreation
features is greater than 50% of the total project
cost.

Mariposa Median Income $35,151
Coulterville Median Income $49,082
Cathy’s Valley Median Income $47,372
Hornitos Median Income $49,08
Community FactFinder, 2020 Edition
• Must involve either development (or combination
of acquisition and development) to create a new
recreation feature.
• Minimum grant request $200,000 Maximum
$3,000,000
• At least two public engagement methods were
used to gather community design input.
• At least five residents will receive employment or
volunteer opportunities.
• Project involves three partners, including health
organization.

• Must involve either development (or combination
of acquisition and development) to create a new
recreation feature.
• Minimum grant request $200,000 Maximum
$3,000,000
• At least two public engagement methods were
used to gather community design input.
• At least five residents will receive employment or
volunteer opportunities.
• The project will involve three or more partners.
• The Median Household Income is $42,737 or below.
Mariposa Median Income $35,151
Community FactFinder, 2020 Edition
• Provide a drawing showing where the recreation
features and amenities will be located in the park.
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