(re)Discover a Hidden Experience
Merced River Trail

The Merced River Trail is made up of 40 miles of old rail grade left by the Sugar Pine
Lumber Company. It crosses through 3 government agencies as well as some private property.
The trail oﬀers access to numerous outdoor and river activities. Inconsistent trail conditions,
and lack of publicity keep this trail more of a hidden gem than a destination spot for tourists.
The goal of this project is to encourage a (re)discovery of this pristine corridoor by locals and
non-locals alike in order to engage in the natural environment and spark community growth in
the Mariposa area.

Briceberg

El Portal

Mariposa

Erosion, trail conditions and changing river levels are just a few of the many design constraints
within this project. Analysizing these issues, we came up with solutions to solve or work with
these problems.

Area Site Map

General Demographics
Other: 1.37%
Native: 2.15%
Black: 1.28%

Black: 5.54%

Hispanic: 10.10%

Other: 17.45%

>18 16.43%

Trail on river bank

>18 23.38%

65+ 26.04%
White: 37.91%

Unstable Slope (one side)

65+ 13.20%

18-34 16.68%

Hispanic: 38.75%

35-64 38.43%

18-34 24.99%

35-64 40.85%

White: 85.10%
Native: 0.35%

Race Percentage Mariposa County

Age Percentage Mariposa County

Race Percentage California

Age Percentage California

Trail Conditions, Jurisdiction and Classiﬁcation
“Wild” river areas are free of impoundments
and generally inaccessible except by trail,
with watersheds or shorelines essentially
primitive and waters unpolluted. These
Represent vestiges or primative America.

“Scenic” river areas are free of
impoundments, with shorelines or
watersheds still largely primitive
and shorelines largely undeveloped,
but accessible in places by roads.

WILD

Steep Sandy Slope

“Recreational” river areas are readily
accessible by road or railroad, that may
have some shoreline development, and
that may have undergone some
impoundment or diversion in the past.

RECREATIONAL

Unstable Slope (both sides)

SCENIC

12%
700000

10%

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Miwok Plant Palette

Each plant in our palette has a use for the Miwok
people. In our design they are implemented in planting
areas along the trail that highlight their historical use
1and inform users about the Miwok culture.
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NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE
10. Salix lasipolepsis
1.Camassia quamash
11. Fraxinus latifolia
2.Calchortus spp.
3. Juniperus communis
4. Dichelostemma pulchellum
5. Asclepias spp.
6. Cornus sericea
7. Cercis occidentalis
8. Aesculus californica
9. Apocynum cannabium
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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Oct.

Sept.

June
July
Aug.

Yosemite Monthly Visitor Rates

Feasibility Study of Merced River Area
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basket weaving
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Good season for hiking, climbing, mountain biking
Good season for swimming, hiking, mountain biking, climbing, rafting
Good season for hiking, mountain biking, rafting
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Ruins of the Artist’s Studio

            



Vision Staement and Cultural Identity
While visiting the site our group was struck by the feeling that this place was,
in a way, forgotten and that around the bend you might ﬁnd something new.
We saw this theme of discovery as elemental to the cultural identity of the
Merced River Area, which we described as; a hidden neck of the woods that
celebrates community and natural beauty, is resilient to disaster and ﬁlled with an
adventurous spirit.
We crafted our vision statement hoping to encourage this identity as well as the
goals we had for overall design. Our vision statement is; to create a place that
encourages discovery and fosters community through design that is culturally
provocative, functional and ﬂexible.
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Merced River Trail Masterplan
Large Rest Area

Our project masterplan highlights the locations of important trail elements. Possible and
develped focus areas are noted, as well as trail heads and rest areas. Between each rest area
there is about 1.5 miles to kae it more friendly to less active users. Typical large rest areas
include shade, seating and restrooms as seen below. Ideally they would allow for views of
the river as well as the trail. Typical trailheads only require signage, however, depending on
budget or projected use, they can also include shade, seating and restrooms.

- tables
- benches
-bathrooms
-shade
-(water access)

El Portal

Small Rest Area
- benches
-shade
-(water access)

Trailhead

optional

- signage
- tables
- benches
-bathrooms
-shade

Focus Site
Campground
Bus Stop

typical trailhead
Typical Trailhead Plan

0

10

Boat Launch

typical rest area
Typical Rest Area Plan

feet

0

5

20

Level 1: pedestrian/ mountain bike
- 4-5’ wide
- rough grade
- not ADA accessible

feet

1.Camassia quamash
2.Calchortus spp.
3. Juniperus communis
4. Dichelostemma pulchellum
5. Asclepias spp.
6. Cornus sericea
7. Cercis occidentalis
8. Aesculus californica
9. Apocynum cannabium

Level 2: cruiser bike/cars

- 10’-12’ wide
- finished grade
- ADA accessible
- not paved
- emeergency vehicle access

10. Salix lasipolepsis
11. Fraxinus latifolia

Level 3: vehicular access

- 16’ wide
- finished grade
- paved
- mostly for car circulation

Miwok Planting Plan

Merced River

Miwok Planting Perspective

Along the trail, where space allows, we will implement plantings of Miwok
utilized plants and signage explaining their use in an eﬀort to encourage
(re)discovery of local ﬂora and history.

Portland Cement

Briceburg

pedestrian signage

Large Signage
Trail Markers
Lighting
Seating
Guardrail

site features location map

The site features are made of reclaimed wood, corten steel and stone and their
forms were generated from those found in Miwok culture. Pedestrian signage
allows for discovery along the trail with signs forsneaky trails and interactive
signage for children. Trailhead signage is at a scale that is visible from a distnace and also serves as seating. Guardrails provide safety along the trail and can
also serve as pedestrian signage.

The site furnishings reflect the main concept of discovery of Mariposa and incorporate elements that are functional, flexible and culturally provocative. The main shape, an
irregular trapezium, was chosen to reflect the shape of the bark houses used by the Miwok. The materiality reminisces the past by utilising wood (logging industry), rusty steel
(historic features found on site today), stone (mining industry) and endemic plants (vital to Miwok livelihoods). Wood can be flexible, as its not meant to last forever, but rather
makes replacement easy with wood found in this area and doesn‘t harm the environment if swept away in a flood. Many features have multiple purposes and encourage interaction.

lighting

Large Signage

Trail Markers And Interpretive Signs

trailhead signage

typical bench

guard rail
Lighting

Guardrail

Bagby

CUR IOU S I T Y ’ S G U I D E
PORTLAND CEMENT PLANT

The Yosemite Portland Cement plant was a supplier of portland cement in the Yosemite Valley
until 1944 when it was shut down. Since then, the site has become a ruin of old buildings and
tools in a very topographically interesting area.
This design seeks to connect the narratives of all the groups in the Merced River corridor
and showcase all of their stories: such as the Miwok, the railroad and cement industries, and
Mariposa county’s culture.
This will be done through the phasing into the site of sculptural pieces of artwork reﬂecting
these narratives which are done by artists of Mariposa county.
Mariposa county has so much more to oﬀer than butterﬂies and miners, and this site shows all
that Mariposa has to oﬀer through a journey of discovery.

SITE FLOW: DISCOVERY

“STRONG” PRESENCE PIECES
Bold
Destination
High Quality Views

The road to discovery follows a sequence of events spurning from curiosity which lead to
discovery, awe and accomplishment.
It begins with curiosity which then sparks,
a drive for exploration, which inevitably leads to,
challenges which must be overcome,
and ﬁnally coming to the all important discovery.

“MODERATE” PRESENCE PIECES
Evident, not as bold
Intermediate destination
Moderate Views

“SUBTLE” PRESENCE PIECES

Inconspicuous
Along circulation pathways
Look like a product of natural and cultural history

TRIUMPH

VIEWPORT FRAMES
DISCOVER

EXPLORE

CHALLENGE

Scattered about the site in 3 locations which change throughout the
year, these viewports highlight certain viewsheds that are the most
desirable at that point in the season.

DISCOVER

When a visitor takes a picture of all three viewsheds using the
“Milkweed” app, he or she can return to the visitor center and recieve
a sticker designed by a local artist for that month.

CURIOSITY

CIRCULATION AND EXPERIENCE DIAGRAM
TEMPLATE
TEMPLATE

ENTRANCE FROM TRAIL

TEMPLATE
TEMPLATE

STICKER CREATION

TEMPLATE
TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE
TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

Download/Print sticker template
TEMPLATE

MODERATE PRESENCE PIECE

TEMPLATE

Design on template

Upload design to website

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE
TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

VISITOR PROCESS

TEMPLATE
TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

Download “Milkweed”
TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

VIEW FROM THE HIGHEST POINT

TEMPLATE

TEMPLATE

Find all 3 Viewports and upload
pictures to “Milkweed”

Recieve sticker at Briceberg
visitor center

Rediscovering Fun
Briceberg Redesign

LEGEND
Heavy Car Circulation
Medium/Low Car Circulation
Pedestrian Circulation
Section
Section

Bear Creek

Briceburg

Redesigning Briceburg to create a more fun and social space
through culture and experience.

Proposed
Patio Space

Merced
River

This site consists of the Briceburg information center, parking lot, and associated trail heads across the river. The redesign focuses on ﬁxing circulation, overall site use, and site features. The redesign widens the entrance allowing for safer and
smoother vehicle access. The current parking lot is redesigned
for recreational use only and a new parking lot is proposed behind the current information center. The new parking lot is designed to California standards and provides easy access for all.
The site has been redesigned to be more recreational by providing larger and easier beach access, as well as, providing a
large grassy area for visitor use. The current rafting access has
been moved to the opposite side of the river so that it would
be safer for pedestrians. A more prominent trail head has also
been proposed for the northbound section of the trail beginning at Briceburg. Lastly, new site features include new picnic
tables and barbeque’s, a large patio space on the northern edge
of the grassy area, and a new visitor center. The new picnic tables and barbeque’s provide ample seating and encourage social gatherings. The large patio space provides an area to relax
in the sun and look at the river and mountains from an elevated
space. The new visitor center provides new bathrooms, various educational areas inside, and another elevated view of the
entire site. The redesign goal is to make Briceburg a more happening space.

Existing
Highway
Picnic Area
Beach

Proposed
Trailhead

Proposed
Visitor
Center

Proposed
Boat
Launch

Existing
Bridge
Proposed
Parking Lot

Proposed
Gathering
Space

This map provides a simple view of the circulation for the site redesign. It
also labels existing and proposed conditions.
Patio Perspective

Building Perspective

This section provides a side view starting at the
parking lot, goes through the road, goes along the
proposed visitor center and ﬁnishes downhill near
the proposed picnic areas.

This section provides a side view of the proposed
patio space overlooking the beach.

Existing
Infornation
Building

